[image: cover-image, + 01 - Americans First Serial Killers]
America’s First Serial Killers 
A Biography of the Harpe    Brothers
Murder and mayhem Series #1
 
 
 
Wallace Edwards
Absolute Crime Press
ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Copyright © 2020 by Golgotha Press, Inc.
 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.
 
Limited Liability / Disclaimer of Warranty. While best efforts have been used in preparing this book, the author and publishers make no representations or warranties of any kind and assume no liabilities of any kind with respect to accuracy or completeness of the content and specifically the author nor publisher shall be held liable or responsible to any person or entity with respect to any loss or incidental or consequential damages caused or alleged to have been caused, directly, or indirectly without limitations, by the information or programs contained herein. Furthermore, readers should be aware that the Internet sites listed in this work may have changed or disappeared. This work is sold with the understanding that the advice inside may not be suitable in every situation.
 
Trademarks. Where trademarks are used in this book this infers no endorsement or any affiliation with this book. Any trademarks (including, but not limiting to, screenshots) used in this book are solely used for editorial and educational purposes.
 
 
 
 
 
 
￼[image: A picture containing clock

Description automatically generated]
 
www.AbsoluteCrime.com
 
 

Table of Contents
Table of Contents
About Absolute Crime
Prologue
The Violence Escalates
The Bodies Pile Up
Big Harpe Meets His End
Little Harpe Takes a Head and Looses His Own
The Later Life of the Harpe Wives
Bibliography
Ready for More?
Newsletter Offer
 
 


About Absolute Crime
Absolute Crime publishes only the best true crime literature. Our focus is on the crimes that you've probably never heard of, but you are fascinated to read more about. With each engaging and gripping story, we try to let readers relive moments in history that some people have tried to forget. 
Remember, our books are not meant for the faint at heart. We don't hold back--if a crime is bloody, we let the words splatter across the page so you can experience the crime in the most horrifying way!
If you enjoy this book, please visit our homepage (www.AbsoluteCrime.com) to see other books we offer; if you have any feedback, we’d love to hear from you!
Sign up for our mailing list, and we’ll send you out a free true crime book!
http://www.absolutecrime.com/newsletter
 
 

Prologue
 
Along the trails, on the farms and in the towns of Kentucky and Tennessee, a slew of mutilated bodies marked the travels of the Harpe brothers. The shocking discoveries of corpses of the innocent in the early years of the Republic threw terror into the hearts of townsmen and frontiersmen alike. The depraved Harpes left a revolting legacy - a blotch on the optimistic times when a new nation was being forged. 
Frontiersmen, settling west of the Appalachians in what is now Tennessee and Kentucky, faced incredible hardships. Carving a patch of farmland from the dense forest, building a log cabin, and blazing trails to the nearest little community was hard enough, but the enterprise was made even more difficult by marauding bands of predatory bandits and unpacified natives. 
We believe that frontiersmen in the new republic were a single-minded, hardy, honest, hardworking and heroic lot. They were, according to our romantic ideals, attentive husbands, good fathers and praiseworthy advocates of American values. The archetypical heroes of early America, Daniel Boone and Davey Crockett, stand as examples of the kind of men who selflessly rose to the challenges of the new frontier. Their blameless lives and exploits, first the subject of immensely popular biographies and fictional adventures, and later, broadcast everywhere through film and television, have obscured the reality of post-revolutionary life west of the Appalachians. Many, if not most of the frontiersmen, in the towns and wilderness lived lives that were, in the words of the Scottish philosopher Thomas Hobbes, "solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short." Daniel Boone and Davey Crockett were exceptions to the rule. 
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