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To my mum, the biggest supporter of this book

To Lulu, one of my best friends, for our friendship

To Mrs Susan Auger, for supporting us the whole way

To Mr. Christian Williams, without you, this book would not be where it is today

To Alice Zsembery, your generous input perfected this book

To Christine Balint and Bill Wood, thank you for your help and encouragement

Jasmine Vanhoorn is an ABC (Australian Born Chinese), she is 12 years old and in Grade 6. She enjoys reading and writing. She loves the beach, and enjoys sailing.

This Book is perfect for people who love the environment, or want to learn Mandarin from English and vice versa.
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Hi, I am Lily, and I really don’t like being a mermaid.

嗨, 我叫莉莉, 我真的不喜欢做一条美人鱼。

Hāi, wǒjìao lìlì, wǒzhēnde bùxǐhuān zuò yitiao měirényú.

My hair is always floating in a ridiculous hairstyle.

我的长发飘在水里，总是怪怪的。

Wǒde zhǎngfā piāozài shuǐlǐ, zǒng shì guài guài de.

Our food is disgusting.

我们的食物令人恶心。

Wǒmende shíwù hěn ěxīn.

And I am forced to stay away from humans.

我不可以接近人类。

Wǒ Bù kěyǐ jiējìn rénlèi.
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Everyone down here thinks it is weird for me to want to go up on land.

每个人都认为我要去陆地的想法很奇怪。

Měigèrén dōu rènwéi wǒ yào qù lùdìde xiangfa hěn qíguài.

But they do not realise how boring it is down here.

但他们并没有意识到这里有多无聊。

Dàn tāmen bìng méiyǒu yìshí dào zhèli yǒu duō wúliáo.
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I once asked my parents what land was like.

我曾经问过我的父母陆地是什么样的。

Wǒ céngjīng wènguò wǒ fùmǔ lǔdì shì Shénme yàng de.

Because daddy and mummy used to play up on land with the humans.

因为爸爸和妈妈曾经在陆地上和人类玩过。

Yīnwèi bàba hé Māmācéngjīng zài lùdì shàng hé rénlèi wánguò.

My daddy said that it is horrible.

我爸爸说它太可怕了。

Wǒ bàba shuō ta tài kěpàle,
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