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NA deputies adopt
final 2017 budget
account resolution

The National Assembly also discussed the
need for a draft Law on Military Reserve Force
at the ongoing seventh session of the 14th

legislature yesterday in Ha Noi
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Cashless payment
is here to stay,
says deputy PM

Deputy Prime Minister Vuong Dinh Hué spoke
to a conference in HCM City about the benefits
of non-cash transactions for businesses,
offices, public agencies and consumers
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Italy's coalition
to work to avert
EU discipline

Leaders have agreed to collaborate to
prevent punishments for Rome's worsening
public finances, Prime Minister Giuseppe
Conte's office said in a statement
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*sste of Hé’élth Nguyén Thi Kim Tién
disease prevention and control is
main duty of the health sector
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A medical worker at Tugng Son Commune Health Centre in the central province of Ha Tinh's Thach Ha District administers vaccinations to local children. V/VA/VNS Photo Duong Ngoc
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DON'T GET BURNED
Misleading advertising is causing
customers to think they have
found the perfect way to protect
their skin from the sun
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CORAL RESCUE PLAN
Ecologists are working
to preserve and relocate
protected coral in Eilat, Israel's
resort town on the Red Sea
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TEMPLE IN NEED
A 200-year-old temple in the
central province of Ha Tinh is
integral to local spiritual life, but
it has fallen into disrepair
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VN must remove regulatory barriers to wind power

HA NOI Viét Nam has to cope
with regulatory challenges to attract
investors and accelerate the devel-
opment of wind power projects
in the long term, experts recom-
mended yesterday at the Viét Nam
Wind Power conference hosted by
the Global Wind Energy Council
(GWEC) in Ha Noi.

According to the latest GWEC re-
port entitled South East Asia Market
Update - Insights on Viét Nam, by
the end of 2018, the total capacity of
wind power projects in the country
had reached 228MW. This was an
insignificant number compared to
other developed markets.

The Government, meanwhile, set
an ambitious goal to raise the capac-
ity to 800MW by 2020, and then to
2GW by 2025 and 6GW in 2030.

According to Benoit Nguyen,
head of the Renewables Advisory
Section of Singapore-based DNV
GL’s Clean Technology Centre,
Viét Nam and other Southeast Asian
countries have great fundamentals to
develop renewable energy with av-
erage wind speeds between 6.5 and
7.5m/s.

The feed-in-tariff (FIT) for wind
energy is also favourable at USS8.5
cents per kWh for onshore plants
and 9.8 cents for offshore plants in
order to promote investment and
ease risks, specifically power pur-

Miii Dinh Wind Energy Plant in the southern central province of Ninh Thuan came into operation in April, 2019. Investors have several challenges to
face when joining the field. VVA/VIS Photo (ong Thir

chase agreement bankability

The price range is exclusively set
for projects coming into operation
before November 2021, and the rates
for later projects remain unknown.

Unlicensed tours raise
serious safety concerns

KHANH HOA The increase in
the number of unofficial tours in
Khanh Hoa and Binh Thuén prov-
inces has affected tourism safety.

Lé Kim Nhut, chairman of the
Nha Trang Tourism Promotion Fo-
rum, said that travel companies in
Khénh Hoa Province are offering
photo tours, meditation tours at
Hon Ba, Subi Db and Ba Hd, and
climbing tours at C6 Tién and San
mountains.

The demand for ecotourism des-
tination is increasing, but the lack
of safety measures taken by agen-
cies has led to serious accidents.

Last year, a boat sank, leav-
ing two people dead, and a tour
guide died in a motorbike acci-
dent on Binh Ba Island in April
this year. There have also been
a number of drowning deaths at
local beaches.

Nguyén Thi Thu Hang, deputy
director of the province’s Depart-
ment of Tourism, said that tourism
agencies were encouraged to start
tours as long as they can provide
safe conditions and professional
services.

Tour programmes must be li-
censed by the department. Tourists
can report violations to the depart-

ment at the hotlines 0258.3528.000
and 0947.528.000.

On Phi Quy Island in Binh
Thuan Province, many tours are
created by homestay owners and
island motels.

Visitors to the island often want
to visit neighboring islands, so the
staff of homestays and motels often
organise unlicensed tours.

Ngé Téan Luc, deputy chairman
of the island’s People Committee,
said that tourist units on the island
are mostly amateurs since the area
is a relatively new destination. This
year, the island plans to recruit
more professional employees.

In addition, Hon Cau Island in
Binh Thuan Province has only two
transport ships licensed by the local
authority.

Most tourists who want to go to
the island often negotiate with lo-
cal fishermen for transport to the
island.

Binh Thuén Province has direct-
ed all related units to strengthen
management of tourist waterway
transport. Local authorities must
inspect activities involving the
transport of passengers, and not al-
low fishing vessels and unlicensed
boats to carry tourists. VIS

Tax-free policies which apply to
imported facilities and corporate
incomes have become Viét Nam’s
competitive advantage to attract in-
vestment.

Meanwhile, arbitration law, cur-
tailment, termination and govern-
ment guarantees are among the
biggest risk factors for international
investors in the emerging market.
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Regulatory risks involving land
lease contracts, pricing, capaci-
ty-building, labour, insurance and
environmental impact assessments
also create barriers for the develop-
ment of wind power in Viét Nam.

Liming Qiao, Asia Director of
GWEC, recommended formalising
power purchase agreements and
simplifying the project approval
procedure to encourage investors to
join the field.

According to Bloomberg New
Energy Finance, several factors
have helped to reduce investment
cost while increasing project effi-
ciency.

Turbine prices have dropped
about 45 per cent over the past seven
years. Operation and maintenance
expenses are also on the decline.

The GWEC’s report states that
Viét Nam has the potential to be a
wind power leader in the region, as
long as any issues and challenges
can be overcome by stakeholders.

In late May, at a seminar held in
HCM City, experts warned Viét
Nam could experience a power
shortage in the near future due to
surging demand and challenges in
development.

There has been little investment in
wind power projects. Solar power is
on the rise but is highly dependent
on the weather. VIVS

Bac Liéu struggles to protect coastal forests

BAC LIEU The coastal forest
area in the Cuu Long (Mekong)
Delta province of Bac Liéu has
declined in recent years because
of climate change and improper
fishing which has damaged pro-
tective mangrove trees.

The province’s coastal man-
grove forests play an important
role in preventing erosion, which
is often caused by strong waves
and currents.

Many of the mangrove forest
areas are taken care of by local
residents who were assigned by
the province to protect the areas.

Despite this, the forest area fell
from 4,200ha in 2000 to about
3,100ha, and the quality has also
deteriorated.

The province’s Department of
Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment has asked the People’s
Committee to allocate a higher
budget for forest protection and
to build facilities for forest rang-
ers.

It has also asked the committee
to ease access to soft loans for
households that protect the forest.

Nearly 950 households make
a living on catching aquatic spe-
cies in mangrove forests. They
include peanut worms, giant
mudskippers, mud crabs, obtuse

Rising sea levels, strong
waves and high tides have
also contributed to the
loss of mangrove forests,
especially in Bac Liéu City’s
Vinh Thanh Dong Com-
mune and Nha Mat Ward
and Dong Hai District’s
Ganh Hao Town.

horn shell, shrimp and other fish
species.

The catching of aquatic species
has caused damage to the roots of
mangrove trees, causing many of
them to die.

In addition, the breeding of
aquatic species is often done
without proper waste treatment,
polluting the environment.

Rising sea levels, strong waves
and high tides have also contrib-
uted to the loss of mangrove for-
ests, especially in Bac Liéu City’s
Vinh Thanh BDong Commune and
Nha Mat Ward and BDong Hai Dis-
trict’s Ganh Hao Town.

In 2005, the province zoned
more than 2,000ha of alluvial
grounds in coastal areas for man-
grove forests.

However, only 413.5ha of the

alluvial grounds remained in
2015 because of erosion, accord-
ing to the Southern Academy of
Forest Sciences.

With a coastline of 56 kilome-
tres, the province plans to expand
its coastal forest areas to 7,500ha
by 2020.

To increase coastal forest ar-
eas, the province has taken many
measures to protect mangrove
forests, including allocating man-
grove forests for local residents
to protect and grow new forests.

About 400 households and
organisations are protecting
3,100ha of the forests, according
to the province’s Forest Protec-
tion Sub-department.

The province has implemented
three projects to create alluvial
grounds for growing mangrove
forests along a total coastal length
of 20 km.

The projects are in Hoa Binh
District’s Vinh Hau and Vinh
Thuan communes; DPoéng Hai
District’s Long Dién Pong Com-
mune and Ganh Hao Town; and
Bac Liéu City’s Nha Mat Ward,
and Hi¢p Thanh and Vinh Trach
bong communes.

The project in Bac Liéu City
covers more than 200ha along
8km of coast. VINS
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HA NOI The Ministry of Informa-
tion and Communication’s Author-
ity of Broadcasting and Electronic
Information has asked dozens of
brands to pull their ads from video
clips that contain anti-State propa-
ganda on YouTube.

The request was made after the
authority reported the re-occur-
rence of advertising clips which
were attached to video clips con-
taining illegal and malicious con-
tent.

The list of firms provided by the
authority included Huawei Tech-
nologies Co. Ltd, FPT Digital Re-
tail Joint Stock Company, Grab
Company Limited, Samsung Vina
Electronics Co. Ltd, Shopee Lim-
ited Company, Viét Nam Food and
Beverages Service Co. Ltd, Jap-
anese International Eye Hospital,
California Fitness and Yoga Cen-
tre, Yamaha Motor Vietnam Co.
Ltd, and many others.
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HA NOI The KOVA Tourism Joint
Stock Company, investor of Bac
Waterfall-Sao Stream tourism area
in Ha Noi, has built and renovated
six structures without approval from
authorities.

The violations were revealed after
an investigation by Ha Noi’s Con-
struction Department.

Earlier media reported that a se-
ries of pagodas and temples had
been built in the forests in two com-
munes of Yén Binh and Yén Trung
of Thach Thét District.

The inspection team reported to
the municipal People’s Committee
that the KOVA Company committed
violations on construction and the
information reported by the media
was correct.

The newly built structures are
Ngoc Hoang Gate, a security house,
a restroom. Other renovated struc-
tures include the Tt Trén Temple.

The team also discovered six other
structures in the tourism area that are
not in the list managed by the Thach
That District’s People’s Committee.

The Thach Théat District’s Peo-
ple’s Committee was blamed for
lacking supervision.

The KOVA Company admitted
their violations on land use and man-
agement, and pledged to deal with
the issues.

Inspectors ordered the Thach That
District’s People’s Committee to ask
the violator to dismantle the build-
ings.

The company was also told to stop
construction of pagodas and temples
in the forest.

The KOVA Company started
investment in Bac Waterfall-Sao
Stream tourism area which covered
59.2ha, in 2002. The project was
then located in Yén Trung Com-
mune, Luong Son District, Hoa
Binh Province before the commune
was merged into Ha Noi’s adminis-
trative boundary.
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On June 7, the authority an-
nounced violations of Viét Nam’s
laws by Google and YouTube.

Google was found to loosely
manage its content, allowing users
to buy ads directly from YouTube
and Google without the involve-
ment of domestic ads agents.

Currently, Google is not apply-
ing measures to prevent the re-
publication of violating and delet-
ed clips as required by competent
agencies. It still suggests clips
with inappropriate and harmful
content, which account for 0.1 per
cent of the total.

According to the authority, Goo-
gle’s advertising agents in Viét
Nam, YouTube ads buyers, content
creators, and Google's multi-chan-
nel network in Viét Nam were also
involved in violations.

In early 2017, the ministry found
many clips by both domestic and
international entrepreneurs con-

taining malicious and anti-govern-
ment content on YouTube.

Notably, the advertising cash
flow earned from these clips was
shared with those who produced
the clips.

The actions supported the viola-
tions of national law in social me-
dia content, affecting the reputation
and safety of brands and entrepre-
neurs.

The ministry sent warnings to
entrepreneurs and worked with
businesses, advertising agents and
Google's representatives to take
measures to curb the violations.

The situation was solved by
March, 2017, but has been found to
have re-occurred.

The authority has asked entre-
preneurs to actively review their
advertising activities on social
media and inform the service pro-
viders in case they find violations.
Entrepreneurs must report any vio-
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MolC asks enterprises to pull YouTube ads Briers

lations before June 17.

According to the Ministry of
Information and Communications
(MIC), there are about 55,000 clips
on YouTube which are harmful or
violate the law. Nearly 8,000 of
them have been deleted as request-
ed by the authority.

In the near future, the authority
will ask YouTube to identify Viet-
namese channels, and only certi-
fied ones will be considered for ad
revenue sharing.

The ministry will work with the
State Bank of Viét Nam and rele-
vant agencies to closely manage
ad revenue flows on YouTube and
Google.

The authority will request You-
Tube remove the suggestion fea-
ture for violating channels, ban
users from republishing deleted
clips, and partner with the ministry
to remove inappropriate clips and
channels. VIS

Dangerous road

W

Prolonged heavy rain in the last few days caused landslides on provincial road 132 in the northern mountainous province of Lai Chau's Phong Thd
District, disconnecting the district centre to eight border communes. Local authorities yesterday mobilised people and excavators to dlear the road.

VINA/VNS Photo (6ng Tuyén

Overseas Viethamese help local start-ups

HCM CITY Many overseas Viet-
namese have returned to Viét Nam
to start their business as they see
high potential and good economic
growth.

Phung Cong Diing, chairman
of the Overseas Vietnamese Com-
mittee in HCM City, told Viét Nam
News that many people who have
been successful in their career in
other countries have invested in
businesses here.

Many young overseas Vietnamese
have also returned with many expe-
riences and broad knowledge to set
up businesses, especially in HCM
City.

City authorities, including the
Department of Science and Technol-
ogy, has provided preferential poli-
cies on innovation to assist business
startups, Diing said.

Many conferences, such as the one
held yesterday by the committee,
help overseas Vietnamese connect

with young people who have ideas
for startups. At the conference held
yesterday, young people presented
their startup ideas to investors.

Peter Hong, who is Vietnam-
ese-Australian, and vice chairman
of the board of the Business As-
sociation of Overseas Vietnamese
(BAOOV), said that many foreign-
ers come to the country to start busi-
nesses.

“Overseas Vietnamese have more
advantages, such as the native lan-
guage and a deeper understand-
ing about culture and laws of Vi¢t
Nam,” he said. "It is also very im-
portant that they comply with laws
and understand tariffs."

Danny V6 Thanh DPang, vice
chairman of BAOOV, said that he
returned to Viét Nam from Singa-
pore in 2008 because of Viét Nam's
economic growth.

Pang provides counselling on
brand names and startups. He said

that startups should not only help
Vietnamese customers but oth-
ers around the world, and should
change consumers’ behaviour as
the ride-hailing service Grab has
done.

Startups should also have a deep
understanding about the needs of
each market, Pang said, adding
that they should also connect with
many enterprises to seek opportu-
nities.

“It's very important that they build
a brand name, which will help with
promotion and advertising,” he add-
ed.

According to the Department of
Science and Technology, nearly 15
per cent of enterprises in the city are
science and technology companies.

There are 75 universities and col-
leges, more than 270 research insti-
tutes and centres with more than 125
labs, and more than 20,000 scien-
tists. VIS

Scholarship fund
raises $1.5 million

HCM CITY The HCM Com-
munist Youth Union’s Vir A Dinh
Scholarship Fund has received do-
nations of nearly VND35.24 billion
(US$1.5 million) from 20 Vietnam-
ese and foreign individuals and or-
ganisations this year.

Truong My Hoa, former vice
president of Viét Nam and the chair-
woman of the fund, said at a press
conference held in HCM City yes-
terday that the fund gives away
5,000 scholarships every year to out-
standing ethnic minority students in
mountainous areas and 3,000 schol-
arships to students living on islands.

For 20 years, the fund has provid-
ed more than 85,000 scholarships to
students living in difficult circum-
stances who have high marks at
school.

MoT takes on staff
assault at airports

THANH HOA The Ministry of
Transport has asked the Civil Avia-
tion Authority of Viét Nam, in co-op-
eration with local authorities, to get
serious about an assault on security
staff at Tho Xuén Airport in central
Thanh Hoa Province.

It has ordered heavy penalties for
the tourist who attacked the security
guards.

Lé Van Hung attacked two airport
staff after failing to comply with their
instructions at a security gate on June
1.

Hung, 38, reportedly arrived at Tho
Xuan Airport to check in for a flight
to HCM City. He failed to follow
instructions and became frustrated.
He grabbed one staff member and
pushed him to the floor, and then at-
tacked another officer, leaving him
with a head wound. Hung was de-
tained for further investigation. He
has been banned from domestic and
international flights for a year.

Electronic system
launched by Party

HA NOI The Communist Party
of Viét Nam Central Committee's
Commission for Information and
Education launched its electronic
information and education system,
VCNET, at a ceremony in Ha Noi
yesterday.

The system is a joint project of the
commission and Viettel Military In-
dustry Telecoms Group. All citizens
can join the network by logging in
at venet.vn or via the system’s smart-
phone app. VCNET is expected to
save at least 50 per cent of the agen-
cy’s working time and cut about 90
per cent of the time used for docu-
ment circulation.

Nguyén Thanh Long, deputy head
of the commission, said the system
would help manage the activities of
the information and education sector
nationwide by digitising most of its
paperwork. It would also serve as a
social network to share official in-
formation about the policies of the
Party and State, he said. VIVS



