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NOVELS BY CAROLINE DUBOIS:


“Dubois has created the kind of friendship that is not superficial, silly, or a plot sideline, but private, deep, and more real than anything else. It will make your heart sing.” —Daily Telegraph

* * *
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“Wonderful... A wry, sharply observed tale of both heroism and coming-of-age during one of the darkest times of humanity.” — Chicago Sun-Times

* * *
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“Compulsively readable... Dubois has a distinctively contemporary literary voice. The dialogue resounds, and the author’s humor gives texture to the prose.” —O, The Oprah Magazine

* * *
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“Biting, brilliant exploration of a female friendship from the eyes of a sensitive author. And though The Sisterhood focuses on young women, readers need be neither young nor female in order to enjoy it...” —Publishers Weekly

* * *
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“Riveting... This short novel is more than an exploration of friendship, it is about what happens when the things we take for granted slip away and we are forced to test our inner strength.” —Daily Mirror

* * *
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“The Sisterhood is a 200 page novella yet it manages to cover a heart-wrenching saga... Dubois’s hyperaware voice lends the story poignancy and relatability.” —USA Today

* * *
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“Set in WWII war-torn Europe, young Helena and Maria struggle to do what is right in a world where cruelty is the norm. Never boring... this short book is a pageturner.” —SheKnows.com

* * *
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“Wonderful... The novella's depiction of the dynamics of friendship—how there's often affection and admiration mixed with disappointment and frustration—is uniquely authentic.” —Washington Post

* * *
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“Dubois’s portrayal of a true friendship reads like the voice of the charmingly blunt friend you wish you had; the author’s observations are sensitive and insightful.” —New York Post

* * *
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“Comedy and pathos are braided together with extraordinary skill in a haunting short novel... riveting intensity and originality” —Miami Herald

* * *
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“Clever and suspenseful... Dubois captures well the old-school girlfriends’ zeitgeist... and this riveting tale will make older readers fondly recall the days when kids got in trouble for passing (print) notes in class.” —People

* * *
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“Dubois captures the complexities, naiveté and angst of teenage girls so well my stomach was in knots. What had happened to Helena Goldstein, the Jewish girl in Nazi Germany? You’ll find yourself staying up all night to find out.” —The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

* * *
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“Riveting... I couldn’t believe it was based on a true story. I cried and laughed... Dubois does a fine job of building suspense and creating characters, notably Maria and Helena, whom the readers will care about and empathize with.” —PopSugar

* * *
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“Fast-paced and suspenseful... a page-turning story of friendship mixed with a bit of a thriller. Shines a light on the power of true friendship in times of external challenges.” —The New Yorker

* * *
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“A tale of elaborate mystery intertwined with the tenderness of a mother’s love, The Sisterhood exudes warmth at every turn... Gripping and uplifting, it is a true pageturner.” —The Augusta Chronicle

* * *
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“The Sisterhood is interested—almost single-mindedly so—in the friendship between Maria and her friend Helena, two young women who are in the process of discovering that life as an adult in WWII Europe is vastly different than it was as teenagers in the early 1930s. This novella is refreshing in part because it's hugely uninterested in the surrounding characters and focuses on the main two characters, which you are bound to fall in love with...”—BookPage

* * *
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“Dubois is a gifted documentarian... The story is filled with keenly observed details and depicts the role that outside events plays in the characters’ lives.” —Kirkus Reviews

* * *
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“There is a sentimental delight in reading The Sisterhood and its roller coaster ride of friendship facing existential threats. In the end, Dubois draws a vivid and convincing portrait of a true friendship.” —Time Magazine

* * *
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“A sharp, funny and uplifting exploration of a 70 years old story about true friendship.” —Bustle

* * *
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“...Admirably, readably realistic—the author knows these girls and the world they live in in the most profound way... Dubois nails the complex blend of love, loyalty, and courage that binds female friends.” —Real Simple Magazine

* * *
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“The Sisterhood is a moving, focused, very funny novel, told with a calming amount of perspective by a trustworthy, precise voice. It is intimate and insightful regarding two decades of life (early teens to twenties), and on the topics of endurance (both emotional and physical) in Nazi Occupied Poland.” —RT Book Reviews

* * *
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“Truth-teller Caroline Dubois hurls both heart and mind into this touching, bittersweet tale of the strongest friendship you’ll ever read about, based on a true and riveting story.” —Redbook

* * *
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“Dubois traces the lives of the novel’s main subjects with unswerving candor and compassion... In the author’s telling, neither evil nor good is banal; and if the latter doesn’t always triumph, it certainly inspires.” ―Dallas Morning News

* * *
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“As chronicled... with unblinking accuracy, their agonies are appalling to contemplate, their stories of survival and friendship under duress enthralling to hear.” ―Denver Rocky Mountain News

* * *
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“Haunting account of bravery, friendship, and endurance.” —Huffington Post

* * *
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“Compelling... Dubois weaves into this suspenseful, detailed narrative myriad moments of friendship, challenges, and valor.” —Connecticut Post

* * *
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“Heightened by electrifying and staggering detail, Dubois’s riveting story stands as a luminous testament to the indomitable will to survive and the unbreakable bonds of friendship.”—San Francisco Chronicle

* * *
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“Even history’s darkest moments can be illuminated by spectacular courage, such as courage that Righteous Among the Nations Medal Recipient, Maria Bozek-Nowak, displayed toward her childhood friend Helena Goldstein... The author has created a detailed account, sensitively rendered, of human triumph.”—Entertainment Weekly

* * *
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“The first complete account of these extraordinary women and, incredibly, over 70 years later we are still learning new and riveting truths about the courage of people during WWII... An important new perspective... Careful research and sensitive retelling.” ―Library Journal

* * *
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“As Dubois delves deeply into the two women’s fight for survival, the narrative seamlessly comes together in order to share a significant part of history whose time has come to be heard.” ―Patriot-Ledger

* * *
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“A miraculous story about friendship and the will to overcome extraordinary heartache and loss. A small wonder of a book.” ―Bookish

* * * 
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“A book so simple, so seemingly effortless, that it's almost perfect.”―The Guardian

* * *
[image: image]


“The whole work is seamless, compelling, and memorable—impossible to put down; difficult to forget.” ―The Atlantic

* * *
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“Humorous, heartwarming, often nostalgic, The Sisterhood captures the spirit of true friendship, one that will bring both laughter and tears to your eyes. Guaranteed.” ―BookBub
* * *
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“Fabulous... It is seldom that I read a book that continuously draws me through it with interest. Though I avoid books about The Sisterhood out of discomfort for the empathy I have for Holocaust victims, I was impressed with this uplifting and inspiring story.” ―Omnivoracious

This novel is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and plot are either products of the author's imagination or used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, locales, or persons is purely coincidental. 

The publisher reserves the right to republish this book under different title, nom de plume and/or cover. If you are not satisfied with your purchase, please contact us at https://books.click/returns

Text copyright © Caroline Dubois

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means whatsoever without express written permission from the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. Please refer all pertinent questions to the publisher.
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CLAIM YOUR GIFT!

Thank you for purchasing this novel. For a special behind-the-scenes e-book, including historical background on which The Sisterhood was based please visit:

Books.click/Sisterhood

*  *  *
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This e-book companion includes group discussion ideas, unique photographs and much more!
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JOIN OUR ONLINE BOOK CLUB!

Book club members receive free books and the hottest pre-release novels. To join our exclusive online book club and discuss The Sisterhood with likeminded readers, please visit:

Books.click/DuboisBookclub

*  *  *
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We look forward to see you in our bookclub family!
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A Novella
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By Caroline Dubois
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PROLOGUE
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Maria stood in the train station. 

It was finally spring. 

The war was now over. How long she had been waiting for this moment? 

Her hands fidgeted on her purse. She bit her lip. She missed her friend so intensely. 

And now she was finally coming. Maria sighed, “The poor girl...” 

Who could have imagined things would turn out this way? 

Taking a deep breath, she bit her lip again. She shook her head disapprovingly at herself. “You should stop this,” she thought, “don’t bite your lip that way. It’s not ladylike!” 

She folded her hands together. “Oh God, bring her here already!”

––––––––
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AT THE SAME TIME ON the train approaching the border into the country, a young woman wearing a green dress sat quietly by the window, her thoughts wandering. 

It was over. 

The war was over. 

And now, she could finally return to her beloved city. To her beloved city square, to the famous fountain in front of the city hall. To the many doves there. To the sound of the trams driving slowly on the old streets. To the theatre. To the ballet. 

But more than anything, she missed her friend. 

The train stopped at the border. 

She sat up as border police officers passed in the aisle. She smiled at the officer and handed him her identification papers. Before the war, she knew nothing about these things. One ID was fine. But nowadays, one had to carry multiple forms of identification. 

The officer looked at the photo and then at her, “Maria?”

She nodded. 

“Date of birth?” 

“January 22nd,” she said calmly, “1920.” 

“And what was the purpose of your stay abroad?” 

“The war,” she murmured.

The officer said nothing and proceeded to look at her birth certificate, her baptism certificate, and her high school graduation diploma. He then nodded and handed them back to her. 

She nodded back and put the documents in her file, and tucked it into the front of her suitcase. These very documents saved her so many times in the past three years. 

But soon she won’t need them any more. 

Soon she could return to herself. Her real self. 

She gazed at the views of the countryside through the window. In a few hours, she’d be there. Her beloved city. 

She would see her best friend again. Her savior. 

She smiled to herself, gazing at the fields outside. To think, she did not want to be seated next to Maria in class in the first place! How different things could have turned out. 

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

CHAPTER 1   
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“Helena!” 

The harsh tone of Mrs. Schlesinger startled Helena from her daydreams. “Yes, Mrs. Schlesinger!” 

“You are going to sit near Maria,” Mrs. Schlesinger said and pointed at the desk in the front of the class. 

Helena dreaded this day. For the past two weeks, since the school year began, she sat next to Gisele, who was funny, witty and beautiful. The two of them sat at the back of the classroom near the window where Helena could stare out at the sky. She loved looking outside, especially during boring science lessons, and math lessons, and all that nonsense. 

She sighed, took her textbooks, and walked to the front of the class, sitting down next to the shy girl, Maria. 

Maria stared down at the desk, smiling sheepishly at Helena without looking at her. Trying to smile back, Helena's face formed a grimace, her eyebrows frowning. She sighed. This would be like sitting in a graveyard, she thought. 

Mrs. Schlesinger continued to assign new seating arrangements for the students as she had promised on the first day of the school year. Helena looked around the class. She was devastated. She tried her best to make a good impression, hoping the severe-looking Mrs. Schlesinger wouldn’t separate her and Gisele. She had known Gisele since elementary school. Gisele was fun, and funny too. 
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