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Back gallery @
Same room as on the opposite page, but here showing the dining table and corner with seating. This was also the room where all glassware, cutlery and
bottles of alcohol were kept. Photo by Charls & Van Es.
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Office
In Dutch called ‘kantoor’, this is where correspondence was written, or to retreat to do some work outside office hours. On the wall some relics of @
Van Garderen’s time at the Citizen Militia. The frame on top of the wall on the right shows a portrait of Queen Wilhelmina. Photo by Charls & Van Es.
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Tanah Abang house and interior 1930

The well-known Batavia photo studio of Charls & Van Es
produced a high quality and beautiful photo record of the
house on Tanah Abang Heuvel 146. It is especially fascinating
as all interior rooms of the house have been portrayed and
thus showing not only a beloved family home, but also how
a Dutch colonial family lived in the Dutch East Indies in
1930 and how they furnished their rooms. The professional
photographers produced ten photos (see pages 88-99) which
includes two from the outside.

The house Tanah Abang Heuvel 146 in 1926, taken from the east
side by the author’s grandfather Her Verbeek Wolthuys. Compare
with the Charls & Van Es photo on page 88.

The reason for this photo record was the upcoming departure
to the Netherlands of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s daughter
Caroline and her husband Wim van Garderen. They at first did
not want to leave, however Van Garderen’s employer NILLMIJ
wanted him to run the office in Den Haag for a few years and
afterwards rotate with Batavia, two years on - two years off,
with co-Director Mr. L.J. Harmsen. Unfortunately Caroline
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The Van Garderen-De Nijs Bik family in the garden of Tanah Abang
Heuvel 146 in 1927. Sitting in the middle Caroline de Nijs Bik,
Pieter Albert’s daughter. Right Wim van Garderen. The two people
standing at the back are the grandparents of the author. Itis not
known who took this photo.

became sick upon arrival in Europe in 1930 and passed away
within six months, only 45 years old.

The aim in 1929 was to sell their house at Tanah Abang
Heuvel 146, but due to the global financial crisis they did not
succeed in selling at auction, and subsequently decided to
rent the house out. This house, bought by Van Garderen from
his father-in-law in 1906 for 60,000 guilders was only worth
40,000 guilders in 1939, due to the impact the financial crisis
had on real estate values in Batavia. When the Van Garderen
heirs eventually sold the house and land in 1948 for 400,000
guilders, the market had completely changed. Post World War
II there was a severe shortage of houses, as a result of the huge
influx of population from country Java to the capital.
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Plan house Tanah Abang Heuvel 146

This detailed and originally handwritten plan dates back to 1907. The Dutch names have been left
in here as most of these have become synonymous with living in colonial Indonesia, e.g. ‘platje’,
‘galerij’, ‘paviljoen’ and ‘hoofdgebouw’. The numbers and arrows correspond to the photos on the
following pages and show approximately where the Charls & Van Es photographer stood in 1930 to
take the pictures. The coach house of 1907 was replaced by a car garage during the 1910s.
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The photo of the front view of the house has been meticulously colorized by
photo studio Charls & Van Es in 1930. See also the signature at the bottom
right. This picture has remained in the family and is now in the collection of
the author.

Views from the front of Tanah Abang Heuvel 146 to the west. In the distance
the side pavilion of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s former house 140. The two lions
were taken to the Netherlands when the Van Garderen family left the house in
1930. Both photos were taken by Benny van Garderen in 1928.

Page 88: A crisp and beautiful early morning view of the house at Tanah Abang Heuvel 146. Taken by professional photographer Charls & Van Es in February
1930. The outdoor seating at the front is a so-called ‘Schabelleke’. The family gathered here daily for tea after the afternoon nap, usually around 4pm. From here
they had a view of the road Tanah Abang Heuvel, the passing trams, and often sellers on their way to or from Pasar Tanah Abang, which was literally around

the corner. Sometimes the family witnessed a procession of a Chinese funeral. The area around the estate was mainly inhabited by Chinese. This house was the
former guard house of Governor-General Van Imhoff, builtin the 1740s. Around the 1830s, when the country estate was split into four houses, the overhanging
roof was constructed. Behind the stairs leading to the house we see a glimpse of the front gallery (see page 90). This house, on a significant plot of land (4,525 m2)
so close to the busy market, remained in the Van Garderen family until 1948. @
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Front gallery @
This is a typical Indies’ front gallery, entirely open at the front, with Italian floor tiles, two seating areas, plant pots and the characteristic door bell with the
sign Spada, which is short for siapa ada (“is anybody there!?”). Photo by Charls & Van Es.
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Sitting room @
This was a small room at the side of the house, next to the front gallery, mostly used to withdraw to read a book, or have more intimate conversations.

Photo by Charls & Van Es.
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Inner gallery @
This was the formal living room. Usually also the most ‘Dutch’ room in the house, with luxury European furnishings, paintings and the obvious piano.
On the left a typical Frisian grandfather clock. Photo by Charls & Van Es.

92





OEBPS/images/0_Page_088.jpg
250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

The painting is from artist Henry van
Veldhuysen (1881-1954) and shows a river

= scene in the Chinese quarter of Batavia.
Close up of the painting in the inner gallery. On the left a 1920s telephone s Wim van Garderen and Caroline de Nijs
with a copy of the Batavia Telefoongids (telephone directory). In 1930 it was e % Ll hien Bik received this as a present for their
still a relative luxury to have a telephone connection at home. Only a few OREQTECESOUIE. 0 O Seiiqspie 1 25th wedding anniversary in 1929. This

GIDS VOOR BATAVIA

thousand Batavia households at the time had a telephone.

beautiful piece has survived and is now in
the possession of Marja Zwaagstra-Pel in
Calgary (Canada), a granddaughter of Wim
and Caroline van Garderen.

M. DE KONING

NoorowpE weLrEvazoey
7 m 591

Heereoblsading mses maat

varage Iraiueid EAL Dy agan. ¥y : 'TULaA
Garderen, B, D. W. J. van, Tanah
Abang 146~ wolosadamsearssd Wi 225

Carnizaene Kleedine mae. zie onder

A 1928 telephone directory of Batavia, with the name and telephone number
of B.D.WJ. (Wim) van Garderen included. The telephone directory behind the
telephone in the inner gallery is probably an edition from late 1929.

DOBBELMAN

TEMBACO SHAG||
™ 167

DE BATAAFSC(HE PETROLEUM MY
HANDEL JZAKEN
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Back gallery @
This was the casual living area where the family retreated for the 6am morning coffee in pyjamas, or in the evenings after taking a bath,
then dressed in a housecoat. We are looking across the gallery towards the side pavilions. Photo by Charls & Van Es.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel owners and residents 1919-

= . - 1. . \' 8
—,\ ? ’ L y : Y Tunah Abang Heuvel/
8 R 3 Jalan Fachrudin

Tanah Abang Heuvel 140

‘Owned by Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik until 1920
‘Owned by De Nijs Bik heirs 1920-1939
Sold to the NILLMIJ in 1939

Tenants:
- Swedish consul Th. Fevrell (1920-1929)

- French consul Albert Bodard (1927, temporarily)
- G.R.C. Heasman (1932)

- W.EC. Meade (1935-1942)

Tanah Abang Heuvel 146

Owned by B.D.W.J. (Wim) van Garderen,
Caroline de Nijs Bik and heirs (1906-1948)
Rented out between 1930 and 1948

Tenants:

- C.0. de Dardel, Swedish consul (1930)

- JM. Kastengren (1932)

-K.C. Bryant (1935)

-J.Th. Dorrenboom (1936)

- P.S. Zecha (1938-1942, and from 1945-1948)

: -
Tanah Abang Heuvel 142
| Owned by De Factorij/NHM 1919-1942

Tenants De Factorij/NHM:
- OE.G. $till (1919-1920) : Tanah Abang Heuvel 144
- J.L.van Houten, President (1920-1924)
- C.W.A.M. Groskamp, President (1924-1928) Owned by Maclaine & Watson 1919-1939
- P. Lagaay, President (1928-1930) 4 Owned by Koninklijke Paketvaart Maatschappij (KPM) 1939-1942
- B.E Hagenzieker, President (1930-1934)
" - M.H. Woutman, President (1934-1939) ™ Tenants Maclaine & Watson:
- H. Giel, President (1940-1942) -L.M. McLean, Chef (1924)
i | -A.Roland King, Chef (1926)
{ -W.Om Chef (1932)
- W.R. Taylor, Chef (1932-1938)
Tenants KPM:
- H.B. ter Braake, Director (1939-1942)
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KONINKLIJKE BOODSCHAP,

Aan de Tweede Kamer der Staten-Generaal.

Muxe Heerex!

Wi bieden U hiernevens tor overweging aan een ontwerp
van wet tot verhooging der begrooting van uitgaven van
Nederlandsch-Indié voor het dienstjaar 1918 wegens aankoop
van het particuliere land Tanak Abang.

Do toelichtende memorie, die het wetsontwerp vergezelt,
bevat de gronden, waarop het rust.

En hiermede, Mine Heoren, bevelen Wi U In Godes
hellige bescherming.

's Gravenhage, den 4 Mei 1918.

WILHELMIN A,

Onderafdecling 1104, Annkwy van
Tanah Abang { 800 000.

het particuliere lnnd

Announcement in the
Dutch Staatscourant
(Government Gazette)
of 4 May 1918: a ‘royal
message’, signed by
Queen Wilhelmina,
with a proposal for
the Dutch Lower
House to pass a law to
increase the budget
for the Dutch East
Indies to fund the
purchase of the Tanah
Abang private land.

\ ION

,iwfw

Kebnn Sirih/
]nlan Kebon Sirih

Kum aenthma/
amarindelaan/ i

Ialan Wahid Hasyim

Tanah Abang Heuvel and adjacent streets on a 1921 map. The
numbers at the section ‘Landhuis’ (country estate) identify the four
houses. In brackets the house numbers as they applied until 1919.
COLLECTION: LEIDEN UNIVERSITY |

HICS: SVEN VERBEEK WOLTHUYS

75

B,V .Mautechappl) tot Exploitatie van het Particuliere

Lond Tanah Abang per ultimo 1918,

opperylak| 1igging grond bebouwing Y totaal
in W
Hule no. 140 6790 Heuvel ¥, 50.000[,, |F. 15.000]..
Had 142 8720 B 3 S 80000
Had 144 $200. B B 33500 20000
Hoienor—146 4515 B 3 50000 —10-000;
Hay 159 epriek #8001 o =
Onetal no 2 KoboR_SiFihl 52300 7080
opetal no. 4 1275 Kn.lima 2,400 ..
Oostal po.—5. 4780, KeDoR-Sieih 23900
Opetal no. 6 2840 'L'nnuh Abang 5.655} ..
4l 71 16050 Sipih 264060
Opstal no. 8 4410 ubon Sirih 3.700(..
Opetal no, 9 3510 Tanah Abang £8.,000}..
Opstal no.10 12150 Kebon Sirih 25,5001 ..
Opetal no.11%| 1775 Kp,Lima 3.000}..
Opetal no.ll 749 Gg.Kmp.b 2.000],.
Opstal no.12 6910 Kp.Lima v 9.000( ..
Opetal no.l2 1457 Tanah Abang|,, 3.000}..
Opetal no.l4 5178 Gg.hmp. o e H.B00Y,.
Opetal no.15 | 1430 |Tanah abang|,, 3.700]..
Oortal no.16 907 | Djati Baroe|,, 3.000]..
Opetal no.17 4959 Kp,Lima v 7.5000..
Opotal no.18 £190 kp.Lima »e 4.5001..,
Opetal no.l9 1668 Tanoh Abang|,, 4.200]..
Opetal no.208 1580 Ljati Baroe|,, 3.000{..
Opetal 200l 1016 Xn i 5080
Opotal no.20%| 808 | Ljati Baroe|,, 5.000),.
Cpatal 21 1817 Kbt
Opetal no.22 2285 Kp, Lima
Opstal no.22 1740 Kp.Lima
Onetal no.24 2080 Djati Baroe
Opstal no.256 1261 Djati Baroe
Onetal no.26 3040 DLjati Baroe
Opetal no.27 1207 Ko.Lima
Onetal 28 §30—|-Cg-rkmprd
Onetal no.29 | %929 | kn.Lima
Onetal no.30 182 Pageer
Opetal no.sd1 1075 Kn,Limg
Opetal no.22 1740 Kn,Lima
Opetal no.32 1579 Kp,Lima
Qnetal no 34 2760 | Gg kmnv5.
Onetal no.25 617 Kp ,Lima:
Opetal no.26 2122 Kp.Limp
Opetal no 27 1495 | Gg imp.b
Opstal no.38 819 Gg.kmp.5
Opetal nnd39 820 Djati Barce
1 Opstal no.40 245 Djati Baroe
Opetal no.41 594 Kp . Uima
¥.620.000},. | ¥, 75.000}..] ¥.705,000

Excerpt from the Balance Sheet of the Tanah Abang company over
1918. Apart from the four houses on Tanah Abang Heuvel (the first
four lines at the top), most other lands, with building and planting
rights and subsequent rental amounts, were in the neighboring
area with noticeably some large plots of land in Kebon Sirih. The
difference between the purchase amount of 800,000 guilders and
the value of all real estate (705,000 guilders) was most likely a
result of some moveable goods.

COLLECTION: SVEN VERBEEK W

OLTHUYS
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Westerpark 5-8 (Jalan Taman Tanah Abang 3 5-8) e
Modern villas on the site of the former De Riemer estate (see Chapter 5 page 150). These villas were characterized by many 90 degree corners, bay windows,

elongated ventilation grids, and balconies. Partly visible on the left is house number 5, the other three to the right bear the numbers 6, 7 and 8. All four houses still
exist on today’s Jalan Taman Tanah Abang 3, and are generally in good condition (see Chapter 8 pages 262-263).
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Wood carving at Tanah Abang estate

One of the most fascinating relics at the Tanah Abang
Heuvel country estate was a wood carving with, most likely,
a Bacchus and eagle, dating back to the days of David Joan
Smith who owned Tanah Abang between 1782 and 1789.
Smith was a nephew of Governor-General Van der Parra (1714-
1775) and in contrast to his sober-living uncle, someone who
enjoyed parties at his Tanah Abang estate. In his masterpiece
Oud Batavia (Old Batavia), published in 1922, Dr. F. de Haan
strikingly described this wood carving and his view of the
assumed purpose and meaning of it:

“Wood carving, depicted the eagle (symbol of G.G. van der
Parra) in a tipsy state, ridden by a Bacchus wearing a bunch
of grapes. This attractive piece was in the possession of Mr. P.A.
de Nijs Bik some years ago in his house on the hill of Tanah
Abang, previously the property of Van der Parra’s nephew and
favourite D.J. Smith. The whole performance gives beautiful
evidence of the sober lifestyle, which Van der Parra was famous
for. The question remains, whether Smith had this piece made
for himself. However the Governor-General was most likely to
be acquainted with it, and therefore it is difficult to think in this
situation of a satirical purpose. We rather assume that Van der
Parra had hung it in his own dining hall or in an entertainment
area where he gathered with his confidants”.

Another plausible theory could be that it depicts Ganymede
as a young boy riding a large eagle (Zeus) in flight, but then
the question remains what was the purpose of the bunches of
grapes in the picture.

De Nijs Bik had extended the round medallion with wooden
ornaments on both sides (see pictures on the opposite page),
most likely added in the late nineteenth century. The wood
carvingwasinherited by De Nijs Bik’s eldest daughter Caroline
and her husband Wim van Garderen who also lived on Tanah
Abang Heuvel and hence remained on the hill until they
moved to the Netherlands in 1930. It was then in possession
of the Van Garderen family, where it hung in their house on

The wood carving with a diameter of 74.5 cm, since 1967 in the
collection of the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. The description of
the museum says: “Eagle tamed and ridden by a small Bacchus.
Round half-relief, ajour decorated, representing a small winged
Bacchus sitting on the back of an eagle, the left hand raised with a
bunch of grapes; surrounded by arcanthus leaves and rocaille motifs
with bunches of grapes in between; in a circle decorated with rocaille
molifs. Reverse side dyed red with traces of gold paint, a supporting
eye, middle above with a piece of copper wire attached to it. Dated
between 1750 and 1800”.

the Laan van Meerdervoort in Den Haag until Van Garderen’s
second wife passed away in 1967. The wood carving was
auctioned afterwards and purchased by the Rijksmuseum in
Amsterdam.
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6. Tanah Abang street views 1937-1945

Westerpark 11-14 (Jalan Taman Tanah Abang 3 11-14) @
More modern villas at the Westerpark, this time along the road that connects this street with Laan de Bruin Kops (Jalan Tanah Abang 4), to the left outside this
picture. The betjak on the left has come out of the street of the previous picture [F2]. In the distance is house number 11a. Between the two double storey houses in
this photo is a single level house at number 12. Number 14 is partly visible to the right behind the street lantern with street sign. The photographer is unknown.
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Close up of the wood carving with the side wings above the door at Pieter
Albert de Nijs Bik’s residence at Tanah Abang Heuvel, 1908. Photo by Charls &
Van Es.

Coat of arms of
Governor-General

Petrus Albertus Van der

Parra (1714-1775) with

the characteristic eagle, Early morning picture of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik in 1908, sittingin a

1763. beautiful Thonet rocking chair in the front gallery of his office at Tanah
Abang Heuvel, with the wood carving hanging above the porch. Photo by
Charls & Van Es.
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Westerpark 9 0
(Jalan Taman Tanah Abang 3 9)

One of the most beautiful villas along the
Westerpark, this house also still exists in today’s
Jakarta and is in excellent condition (see Chapter
8 page 263). Itwas situated close to Laan de
Bruin Kops. The name Ithaca is still there on the
villa too. It possibly refers to the Greek island
with that name, the home of the mythological
hero Odysseus. When this photo was taken in
1941, by an unknown photographer, this house
was the residence of Mr. N.J. Feldmann, lawyer
and tax attorney.
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

De Nijs Bik in the Batavia City Council

From 1908 until his death in 1920 Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik was
a member of the Bataviaasche Gemeenteraad (Batavia City
Council). The City Council existed since the establishment of
the Gemeente Batavia (Batavia Municipality) in 1905. De Nijs
Bik was elected in 1908 and re-elected four times after that.

The Batavia City Council in 1915 consisted of 26 members,
and that meant in colonial days 16 from European and Indo-
European descent, six 'inlanders' or indigenous/pribumi
(usually members of the Indonesian aristocracy), two from
Chinese descent and two from the Arab community, but these
numbers sometimes changed.

Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik was a colourful and eccentric member
of the city council, and had set himself up as the representative
of that part of the electorate that was born and raised in
Batavia, often tagged as ‘blijvers’ (stayers), in contrast to the
so-called ‘trekkers’ (movers) or Baru Belanda (new Dutch)
who were usually born in the Netherlands and would move
back at some point during their lives. De Nijs Bik was very
outspoken about these movers and often accused them of not
understanding Batavia and the Orang Betawi (people from
Batavia). Naturally De Nijs Bik, who himself was born in the
Indies, and had never studied or lived in the Netherlands, felt
attracted to the long time residents of the capital, but also the
other way around. De Nijs Bik was adored by the middle-class
residents, often the Indo-European part of the population,
as he spoke their language and was engaged in the day-to-
day challenges they faced. Already in his first year as a city
council member he told his fellow council members that they
would never be appreciated by the electorate if they did not
tackle Batavia’s road conditions, which was a hot topic at the
time, especially during the annual rainy season when most
roads turned into mud pools. It took until the late 1910s before
the first roads were asphalted.

De Nijs Bik was also known to defend the most vulnerable
residents. The housing shortage of the early 1910s in Batavia
led to the construction approval of new prestigious suburbs

78

3 ' 4 _\".
The Batavia Batavia City Council in 1915. Sitting in the middle
Chairman C. Canne (1867-1938), next to him sitting third from

the right is Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik. The official function of
'burgemeester' (mayor) would be established in 1916. Standing
eighth from right to left, with black hair, moustache and dotted

tie, is Mr. H. van Breen (1881-1964) who eventually became
responsible for the construction of the banjir (flood) canal. Just left
in front of him is Khouw Kim An, Major of the Chinese in Batavia.
Photo by Helios Soerabaja.

like Gondangdia and Menteng, but De Nijs Bik defied his
fellow councilmember P.A.J. Moojen (also one of the designers
of the town planning of Menteng) by not selling parts of the
required Mentengland he possessed as landowner until there
was a solution found for the native kampung residents in the
area. He did the same a few years later when a housing plan
was proposed for Petodjo.

De Nijs Bikwasnotalwaysliked by his fellow councilmembers.
Especially during the first seven years of his membership De
Nijs Bik was often accused of being reckless, falsely blaming
others without providing substantiated evidence and often
seeking attention by spreading rumours and accusations
via the various newspapers before having them discussed
or verified within the city council itself. It lead to a few cases
where council members brought De Nijs Bik to court. In 1914
he was sentenced and fined 25 and 50 guilders for insulting
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7

ith the arrival in Batavia of Leendert Miero in 1776
Wand the family of Jan Bik in 1816 (see Chapter 1) the

Bik clan grew exponentially, and the majority of
Bik heirs henceforth always resided in the capital, or in the
vicinity. This was first and foremost the result of the fact that
Jannus Theodorus Bik (1796-1875) was a landowner. All of his
lands were in and around Batavia, Buitenzorg and Tjisaroea
and most of his descendants who inherited his possessions
obviously stayed in the region too. A few family members had
taken over Dorus’ tea and coffee estates in the mountains (see
Appendix 2 pages 314-315), and the De Nijs Bik descendants
were in control of his only estate in Batavia: Tanah Abang
(see Chapter 3). When landowner Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik
passed away in 1920, his daughter Caroline and her husband
Wim van Garderen, the great-grandparents of the author,
remained in their house in Tanah Abang until 1930. However
during a stay in the Netherlands in the same year Caroline
became ill and sadly passed away a few months later, at
the young age of 45. Wim van Garderen was director of the
insurance and annuity company NILLMIJ and had preferred
to stay in the Netherlands after his wife passed away, but an
agreement with the board of directors forced him to alternate
his directorship between the Den Haag and Batavia offices.
Hence after two years in Europe he returned to Batavia in
1932, and lived in the first house with airconditioning in the
city (see pages 212-216). Only three days after Caroline had
passed away in the Netherlands, her youngest brother Willem
de Nijs Bik tragically died following a tiger attack on a rubber
plantation near Serang, west of Batavia. He was only 35 years
old (see pages 206-211).

At the end of 1934 Wim van Garderen returned to the Dutch
office of the NILLMIJ in Den Haag but this time would not
return to the Indies again. All other children of landowner
Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik continued to reside in Batavia until
1942: Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976) was married to Dick
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Turbulent Bik years in Jakarta 1930-1952

Dull, a well-known real estate agent in Batavia. Her older
sister Eulalie (1887-1969) was married to Victor Dersjant (see
Appendix 1 pages 282-283). Victor, a retired colonel of the
Topographische Dienst (Topographic Service) died in the
Japanese internment camp Tjimahi (Cimahi) in 1945. Pieter
Albert'’s only other son Pierre Jean Baptiste de Perez Bik (1890-
1954) was married to Reina Reints Bok (1895-1995) and lived
in Menteng. Although they themselves managed to stay out
of the World War II internment camps (Pierre managed to
prove he was a descendant of slave Saartje!), the couple would
sadly lose their son Edu de Perez Bik (1917-1943) who died in
captivity in Thailand during World War II.

The only other De Nijs Bik living in Batavia in the 1930s was
Wijnand de Nijs Bik (1901-1964). He was a son of Pieter Albert’s
younger brother Henri de Nijs Bik (1864-1922) and his wife
and second cousin Dorine Butin Bik (1876-1954). Wijnand was
head of the Pandhuisdienst (Pawnshop Service) in the city.

Although the family name Bik slowly disappeared from
Batavia, the telephone directory of 1935 for example included
only a handful, the name Bik was still present on the shopfront
of one of Batavia’s most renowned florists, Bloemenmagazijn
Butin Bik (see pages 204-205).

Most Bik members had repatriated to the Netherlands after
the war, however the grandparents of the author returned to
Jakarta, and would stay until 1952. Some Bik and Keuchenius
descendants, who owned the coffee and tea plantations in
Tjisaroea, became Indonesian citizens so that they could stay,
even after 1957 when all Dutch residents were expelled from
Indonesia. Today you will still find the Bik family name in
Indonesia, although only at a few cemeteries. Five tombstones
have survived in Taman Prasasti in Jakarta, and a few dozen
others in two small cemeteries at the site of the former Bik
plantations in Cisarua.
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Zaterdag 18 September 1915.
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aw Bik, doch van Bik of van ,Piet van den
Heuvel.”

Justitie de teruggave eischte.”

De Heer P. A. de Nijs Bik deelt ons mede,
dat hij alle documenten van het land Men-
teng, die hij sinds den 10en Mei j.l. in zijn
bezit had en welke hij weigerde af te ge-
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P. A de Bik.

Van Tanah Abang heuvel begint
de viciorie !

De Heer P. A. de Nijs Bik, lid van onzen
illustren Gemeenteraad, pleegde eenigen
tfjd geieden een nota, die onaangensam kon
worden genoemd voor zijn mede vroede vader
Lankhout, en wel door het combineeren in
genoemd IYjvig stuk van den aankoop der
gemeentelljke auto’s by de Garage ,de
Auto” met het artikel in de Lokale Ra-
den Ordonnantie, waarblj san Raadsleden
wordt verboden om leveranties aan de Ge-
meente te doen.

Lot wel, de Heer de Nijs Bik stelde de
nota op, verzond ze aan de leden van den
Gemeenteraad, en deed ook ons een exem-
plaar toekomen. W1 deden niet anders
dan de nota overnemen, en trachtten ver-
voigens te weten te komen, wat de bedoe-

—ms fak damseennt weas

Het Raadslid P. A. de Nijs Bik.

. De Heer P. A. de Nijs Bik heeft gisteren
= niet wat men noemt een goede Pers gehad.
! Alle bladen hebben de gelegenheid aange-

grepen om aan te toonen dat er voor dezen
heer in onzen Gemeenteraad geen plaats
meer is.

Het Bat. Hdisbl. wijst er op dat de Heer
de Nijs Bik met zijn komen op de gemeente-
secretarie geen apdere bedoeling had dan
de reeds gearresteerde kiezers-
st ongeldig te maken, terwijl het
blad spreekt van ,een unfairen asaval op
een der ambtenaren.” Gawezen wordt voorts
op de leugen van den Heer de Nijs Bik —
‘wij roerden deze kwestie niet san, ten einde
niet al te breedvoerig te worden — die op
merkte dat de Heer Riphagen aan de ge
zondheidscommissie een brief zou hebben
geschrever, houdende mededeeling, dat hij
met den Heer do Nis Bik niets meer te
maken wilde hebben. Dr. Neeb wist onmid-
dellijk te vertellen dat de scriba geenszins
die woorden had gebruikt.

Collage of newspaper articles and snippets from between 1908 and 1920 featuring Batavia City Council member Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik.
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Flower shop Butin Bik

For more than five decades Bloemenmagazijn Butin Bik was
an icon in Batavia and also one of the most long-standing
florists in the city. Although originally started by a Butin Bik,
it rose to fame when Mrs. Elly Pesch-van Lingen took over.
Besides this flower shop, three other Bik family members
were florists too.

Susanna Verburgt (1871-1925) married Wijnand Willem Butin
Bik (1868-1938) in 1896. Wijnand Willem was the younger
brother of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s wife Jeannette Rosalie,
and he was a successful real estate agent. Under the name
Butin Bik Susanna started a flower shop in 1899 in Buitenzorg
and from 1901 onwards in Batavia, at first in Petodjo. The shop
changed locations many times. From 1907 it was based on
Gang Chaulan (Jalan Hasyim Ashari), then in 1920 first on
the Alaydroeslaan (Jalan Alaydrus) and in the same year on
Molenvliet West (Jalan Gajah Mada). In 1922 the flower shop
moved to Pasar Baroe Zuid (Jalan Antara), and two years later
to premises along Rijswijk (Jalan Veteran).

TEL.WL. 644 -643

In 1924, Bloemenmagazijn Butin Bik was bought by Mrs. Elly
Pesch-van Lingen (1883-1951), probably as Susanna’s health
deteriorated (she passed away in 1925). Elly Pesch was also
owner of flower shop Bogoriana at Pasar Baroe (Pasar Baru),
which her mother had started. Pesch moved the Butin Bik
store to its final address at Postweg Noord 49 (Jalan Antara
49), the street previously known as Pasar Baroe Zuid, two

204

A flower bouquet
made by
Bloemenmagazijn
Butin Bik for the
occasion of the 41st
birthday of Queen
Wilhelmina on 31
August 1921. At the
back a bust of the
queen.

houses left of newsagency Aneta. She also opened a Butin Bik
branch in Meester Cornelis (Jatinegara) in 1928.

The 30th anniversary of Bloemenmagazijn Butin Bik on 1 May
1929 was celebrated. The store was decorated and illuminated,
and a Batavia newspaper published an article about the
anniversary (see opposite page).

A year after the celebrations Elly Pesch left for Europe and
provided power of attorney to her brother. He failed and on
the brink of bankruptcy Elly Pesch returned to Batavia in
1932, to run the business successfully again. She also faced
difficult times in 1939, when she was brought to court for
not paying her suppliers. However the business survived,
and even in 1949 a newspaper mentioned the existence of
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Pieter Albert
| de Nijs Bik in
1918, amidst
an abundance
of flowers at
4 his home in
Tanah Abang,
commemorating
his tenth
*| anniversary
as city council
¢ member. The

* photographer is
unknown.

council secretary Isidore Hen in an article in the Bataviaasch
Nieuwsblad. In the same year an indictment against De Nijs
Bik was dismissed after he had accused council member
P.A.J. Moojen for taking advantage of his position as a council
member.

Despite all of this, it made him immensely popular amongst
the voters and was readily re-elected, usually ending in the
top three of city council members with the most votes. During
De Nijs Bik's last few years in the city council he was the oldest
member and much more respected and seen as the veteran to
whom you could go for consultation and advice. The collage
of newspaper snippets on page 79 provides an interesting
insight into what media exposure De Nijs Bik generated. The
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Kiezers |

Het wachiwoord kent ge:
geen {ransactie,
Alieen de candidaten van de fractie!

P. A. De Nijs Bik M. Djajadiredja
ﬁﬂq_& van den Brock R. M. Hoesni Thamrin
Mr. 1. Hen « Abdoel Moeis
1P, L. Leidelmeljer R. Notohatmodjo 2
R. A. Schotman R Soem:mno
W. A. Tuyl Schuitemaker Tan Tjeng Hoe
J. F. Wesselius Thio Soei Sen

F. M. Zeijdel
Door de tusschentijdsche verkiezingvan

Dr. J. Yan Nieuwenhoven Helbach
is hij als candidaat afgevallen,

zoodat iedere stem op hem uitgebracht een verioren!
stem. Het hokje voor zijn naam blank gelaten. 9586

Advertising campaign for the 1918 elections in the Nieuws van
den Dag voor Nederlandsch-Indié of 17 July 1918. Note the names
of M.H. Thamrin (1894-1941) and Abdoel Moeis (Abdul Muis,
1886-1959) who would both become prominent Indonesians in
the following decades. Thamrin was elected to the city council,
but both men eventually would also become members of the
Volksraad (People’s Council).

two newspapers Bataviaasch Nieuwsblad and Nieuws van
den Dag voor Nederlandsch-Indié published hundreds of
articles featuring De Nijs Bik during his 11 year tenure at the
city council.

From November 1919 he did not appear at city council
meetings following serious health issues. De Nijs Bik would
not recover and eventually passed away on 7 February 1920
at the age of 61 The obituaries in the newspapers following
his passing (see pages 81-83) ultimately show a great deal
of respect for the man who had often caused uproar in the
capital’s council.
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Jubileum Butin Bik,

Giisteren was het 30 jaar geleden dat
de familie Butin Bik op zeer bescheiden
voet een bloemenzaak begon, welke
echter in den loop den jaren de beste
namen van Batavia aan zich heeft ge-
bonden. In dubbele beteekenis des woord
kan deze bekende zaak terugzien op een
bloemrijk verleden.

Gisteravond hield Mevrouw Pesch —
de tegenwoordige eigenares — in de
keurig versierde en geiilumineerde zaak
receptie en zij, die reeds voor zoovelen
met toewijdingibloemstukken heeft ont-
worpen waaruit steeds die toewijding
sprak, kreeg nu een vioed van groen
en bloemen toegezonden. Tientallen
vrienden, bekenden cn relaties maakten
van de gelegenheid gebruik om de
jubilaresse te komen gelukwenschen en
te klinken op de bloci en voorspoed
van de zaak.

Na de receptie was het feest voor
genoodigden. Muziek, dans, licht en
bloemen hielden de gasten tot diep in
den nacht bijeen. Het werd een feest,
dat klonk als een klok.

The only known picture of Bloemenmagazijn Butin Bik is a small low resolution newspaper Article in the Bataviaasch Nieuwsblad of

photo, It was located two buildings left of the Aneta newsagency along Postweg Noord. 2 May 1929, about the 30th anniversary.
Bloemenmagazijn Butin Bik. It is not known what happened was a florist in Batoetoelis near Buitenzorg from 1900 until
afterwards. Elly Pesch passed away in the Netherlands in at least 1922. Then there was the long running flower store of
1951. Her body was transferred back to Djakarta to be buried Rosalie Francoise Butin Bik (1877-1972), the younger sister of
in Tanah Abang (Taman Prasasti). Dorine, and also sister-in-law of Susanna Butin Bik-Verburgt.

Rosalie started her first flower shop in 1906 at the premises of
Other Bik family members also successfully ran flower her sister Jeannette Rosalie and brother-in-law Pieter Albert
businesses. Susanna’s sister-in-law Dorine Butin Bik (1876- de Nijs Bik at Tanah Abang Heuvel. She changed addresses a
1954), who was married to Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s brother few times afterwards before moving with her flower shop to
Henri, had a flower shop in Gondangdia from 1905 to 1922. Soerabaja (Surabaya) in 1912 and back to Batavia in 1922. She
Her second cousin Willem Albert Theodorus Bik (1854-1940), would continue to sell flowers until around 1930.
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De Sumatra Post Nieuws v/d Dag voor Ned.Indié
9 February 1920 9 February 1920
CcO | ) ( LLECTI(

De Sumatra Post, 9 February 1920
A Veteran

An ANETA telegram has informed us about the death of Mr.
P.A. de Nijs Bik, member of the Batavia City Council. With his
passing, we will lose an eccentric, but righteous man.

De Nijs Bik, known as King of Kemayoran, has always played
an important role in Batavia’s public life. More than anyone else
he could call himself a representative of the commoners. A wide
multitude of stayers, for the majority of the Indo-Europeans,
but also countless Indonesians voted for him at each election,
allowing his opponents no chance at all. De Nijs Bik always
won the polls with flying colours, and he only narrowly missed
out on obtaining a seat in the Volksraad.

Courageous, usually with well-supported arguments, and
always a little too outspoken, De Nijs Bik stood up for the average
citizens in a sensational way. He was a good speaker, and as
he knew about the situation and life in Batavia like nobody
else, he always turned out to be a dangerous opponent. In the
Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik in 1904, with his royal decorations. midst of a fiery speech he spared no one. He was strident in his
Portraitby Busenbender & Co, previously Woodbury & Page. criticism of the Petodjo Affair, which has gradually become the
COLLECTION: SVEN VERBEEK WOLTHUY: Petodjo Scandal. He unmercifully whipped the majority of the
members, who wanted to force through the plan. But as soon
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De Nijs Bik killed by a tiger (1931)

A double tragedy hit the De Nijs Bik family within four days.
On 31 December 1930 Caroline van Garderen-de Nijs Bik
passed away in Den Haag (the Netherlands) at the age of 45.
Four days later on 3 January 1931 her youngest brother Willem
Albert (Wim) de Nijs Bik was attacked by a tiger in a sawah
(rice field) near Serang in West Java. Willem was administrator
of the rubber plantation Tjikandi Ilir.

Caroline (Lien) De Nijs Bik (1885-1930) and her husband Bruinis
Dirk Willem Jan (Wim) van Garderen (1881-1943). Photo by Charls
& Van Es, around 1925.

He was rushed to Tjikini hospital in Batavia but died the same
day, only 35 years old. News of the dramatic tiger attack was
even featured in various newspapers in the Netherlands.

Caroline (Lien) was the eldest daughter of Tanah Abang
landowner Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (1858-1920) and Jeannette
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Rosalie de Nijs Bik-Butin Bik (1865-1912). She and her husband
Wim had lived on Tanah Abang Heuvel 146 from 1906 to 1930
(see Chapter 3 pages 86-99). Their initial plan was to sell the
house at Tanah Abang Heuvel in 1929 and then retire to the
Netherlands. The global financial crisis of 1929 however put
paid to this plan. Instead their Tanah Abang house was rented
out in 1930 and they would repatriate to the Netherlands for
an unknown period, with Wim working at the NILLMI]J office
in Den Haag. Shortly after arrival in the Netherlands Caroline
became ill. A six month period of suffering followed until her
passing on New Years Eve 1930.

Pierre Jean Baptiste de Perez Bik (1890-1954), the only
surviving brother of Caroline, wrote a heartbreaking letter
to Caroline’s widower Wim van Garderen on 8 January 1931,
following the family tragedies. It describes the tiger attack in
every possible detail.

Grave of Caroline (Lien) De Nijs Bik on the Oud Eik en Duinen
cemetery in Den Haag (the Netherlands), 3 January 1931. The
funeral was held on the day that her younger brother Willem Albert
de Nijs Bik was attacked by a tiger and died.





OEBPS/images/0_Page_077.jpg
3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

as it became obvious he was right, and the Batavia Municipal
Treasury had to undergo a severe loss, he did not fail to point
to his previous campaign, in both speech and writing. This is
how De Nijs Bik was. Undaunted, honest, but always more or
less vain.

If the King of Kemayoran felt it was not right, he did not feel
senang (happy, comfortable) and braced himself. He did not
celebrate an honestly won victory indoors. He walked onto the
streets and exclaimed his glory. He was an advertising man in
many respects. He was excellent in beating the drum. Especially
when the ballot fight came in sight. And above all, he proved
to be an excellent connoisseur of the psyche of the natives. If
he called them with his resounding “Boys of the Indies, who
will you choose: a ‘stayer’ or a ‘mover’?” then there was uproar,
a situation he very much enjoyed, and then the opposition
knew there was a fierce campaign to be expected. He and his
passionate election slogans soon resulted in a crowd of faithful
he could count on and they all gathered around him. No wonder
the radical elements had done everything possible to team up
with him. Which succeeded in the end.

Despite the fact that De Nijs Bik, to our knowledge, never joined
any of the political parties, his politics were defined by his
Indies blood, the radical parties shoved him forward as their
candidate at the last election, which gloriously delivered him
a council seat again. He for his part supported their men, and
that was the success story. Not only with words, but especially
with deeds De Nijs Bik served the interests of his countrymen.

The King of Kemayoran, who had managed to acquire a
fortune, was never sparing. Neither was he prudish. In times
of need, he was the first to offer help. During one of the recent
floods one could see him at his Tanah Abang estate, wearing
batik pants and kebaya, helping those who were in need. His
money was there to use and help, never a goal to obtain more.
And especially during recent times when Batavia suffered from
hunger, the population marched to his estate to receive support.
He was a native of the good kind. Generous, and warm-hearted.
He never tried to rise above the Indonesian race, whose blood
flowed in his own veins. He also did not identify himself with
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them. He stood next to them, as the older and wiser friend. He
dedicated his Western education and locally acquired means to
the interests of the Indonesians, and served them in the broadest
sense of the word!

Nieuws van den Dag voor Nederlandsch-Indié,
9 February 1920

P.A. de Nijs Bik }

One of Batavia’s good citizens has passed away! After avery long
period of illness our oldest city council member, Mr. P. A. de Nijs
Bik, died in this city on Saturday night. We knew that the end of
Mr. Bik was approaching; on Wednesday the doctors gave him
up and expected the death on Saturday. That was the last thing
we heard about the deceased by word of mouth from perhaps
his oldest and best friend, Mr. Bool, landlord of Matraman. We
had already announced that Mr. Bik was suffering from illness
for a long time. We talked to him personally during the last
months before and after meetings of the city council.

Our last long conversation took place in the autumn of 1918,
on the day that Mr. Bik celebrated his ten year anniversary as a
member of our council, and we added our floral tribute to the
many evidences of gratitude and esteem of others, but then Mr.
de Nijs Bik was no longer the elder statesman, the fire of yore
was extinguished and silently we sat next to him on the couch,
Jfrom which he painstakingly spoke to us. We are gone now,
cruel Death has eliminated old disputes, has forgotten days of
abandonment, and when we stood beside the coffin, only this
thought animated us: “One of Batavia’s most diligent citizens
has slipped away from us”. We, perhaps more than anyone else,
connected with Mr. de Nijs Bik in the battle against everything
that was sluggish, and lax and negligent in the views of our city
council. For it is as a member of the council that Mr. de Nijs Bik
will not be forgotten lightly.

His local knowledge, his desire for thorough investigation, his
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taxi naar Tjikandl gereden om Reina en de kinderen op te halen en verder ook
de

;
%
]
§
i
1

naar Weltevreden te rijden.-
Om half vier 's-middags is Wim in 7§1kini bimengereden en heeft hij am

LUCHTPOSTDIENST heeren doctoren nog het heele verhasl gedasn, waarop

»
Dit papier weegt met bij- tot de operatie is overgegasn.- ¥Na de operatie is W
behoorend omalag 3 gr. onmiddellijk weer bi] kennis gekomen, maar was woost
mmmnm-adoordnmmwwm,
die de srme kerel moest doorstean. Toen ik om zes uur met lier in zieken:
huis kwam om té hooren naar verdere bysonderheden, hoorden wij hem heel
schreeuwen: ik heb pijn, dooter ik heb pijn.- Met injecties hebben de doe-
toren Hilterman en the Wim tot slapen gelregen gebracht.- De dootoren
hadden er een zwaar hoofd in, waren bang voor infectie.- Ieot ondier heeft

Wim sen zoodanigen s toegediend, dat de schedel boven het rechter cor
totaal was lq.:..wa d.'ummum njnmuliq
Toem 1k Za! ond 's-avonds om 8 uur mxxx (3 Jan.) nasr huis ging

was de toestand onveranderd gebleven, dooh bleef indordaad zser ernstig.
Om half 10 werden wij in het Ziekenhuis ontboden omdat de polsslag plotse-
1ing verminderde en om half 11 is onze flinke Wim zacht heen gegaan.

Wat wij toen allemaal in do shekenkamer hebben moeten ondervinden,
specisal ven Jeantje, die niet wilde gelooven, dat Pie er niet meer was,
neen Wim dat is niet op p te zetten.~ Dank zij de asnwézigheid van Dr.
Siebert, die wij allen veel dankbaarheid wat betreft Jeane verschuldigd syn,
ix heeft Jeane gelukkig berusting gevondem.-

Wij hebben haar geweigerd hes verzoek Wim voor het laatat in de kist
te mogen zien, omdat na het afsterven de met bloed beloopen hersenen sijn
kapot prongen en zoodoende lag Wim in een bad van bloed als het ware,

ren, wat wij hebben
gosproken asn de open groeve, de be-
langstelling was ontzettend, van heinds en ver waren zijn vrienden en colle-
ga's overgekomen, terwijl het graf bedolwen lag wamn de talrijke lrunsen.-
Wim is bljgelegd Bi&] Papa en Mama Bik.~ Na afloop der begrafenis is Jeanne
bljbmlmmtmwxhwnmml“, die
&mmmkuo? - "mmpulun,msnmng dit noo=
wond.= o heeft san Jo Willemse gezegd, dat 3i] het bultengewoon

nmm'n_vm,mujmam-u--mdm- Viat een
moed van onze Jeans.-
De Elbersen zijn allarliefst voor haar en zullen hasr niet in den steek later
Hoe Bt financisele voor Jemns en de 2 kindertjes gersgeld zal worden is nog
in onderhandeling.~ En 300 is in een tijdsverloop vam slechts 3 dagen het
leven ontrukt asn 2 jonge menschen, mijn oudste zuster en mijn jongste troer,
is dat nlet ontzettend, Wim, Ik ben , maar zal probeeren mijn hoofd
hoog op te houden ter wille ven mijn vrouw en kindoren.~ Ik zal alle
narigheld trachten te vergeten, maar aan de andere kant heb ik wat het heen-
gean van broer Wim betreft, teveel persoonlijk meegemaskte.= Mnfin basta dasr
over.=

Wim 1k had fe verzocht voor icransen te sorgen xmmx als laatste bloe=
mengroet asn Lientje; mag ik bij gelegenheid van Jo vernemen, wat ik jeo daar-
voor schuldig ben ? En jij lieve Benny, als Vader het mismschien te drulk
heeft met werkzsamheden, wil jij dan nict nalaten eens wat van jullie te
laten hooren ? Houden jullle belden jo maar goed; lang zal het niet meer
duren, of Zus en de kindertjes zijn bij jullie.-

Het allerbeste verder hoor en ontv. o0k namens Reina, en Mama
Bok, Edu en Milly vele hartelijks grosten on noel veel liefs yan =

o

|

The original letter which Pierre de Perez Bik sent to his brother-in-law Wim van Garderen, describing the dramatic events of 3 January 1931 when his brother
Willem Albert (Wim) de Nijs Bik was fatally attacked by a tiger in West-Java. Translation of this letter on the following pages. In brackets explanation of names and
places, or to provide extra context.

COLLECTION: SVEN VERBEEK WOLTHUYS
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The tombstone

of De Nijs Bik is
still present at
today’s Taman
Prasasti (Tanah
Abang cemetery)
in Jakarta. He

was buried with
his wife who had
already passed
away in 1912. His
son Willem Albert
was added in

1931 after he was
tragically killed by
a tiger (see Chapter
7, pages 206-211).

fighting spirit, his refusal to accept promises, made him stand
out above all others, and even though the deceased chose a
path on which only a few followed him, his strongest opponents
valued his drive, his correct view of people and things, his sharp
judgment. We feel for ourselves that in him a legacy can be
accepted.

Now that the municipality has lost support in the council, it
is with even more youthful rigour and inspired by even more
diligence, that we vouch for the interests of the municipality.
We wish to continue in the footsteps of the dead, in municipal
politics we feel we are the heirs. The work of the late Mr. de Nijs
Bik must and will be continued.

The deceased never sat still. Until 31 December 1918, when the
country seat Tanah Abang was purchased by the government,

83

being a landlord took up much of his time, but Mr. Bik, whose
working spirit never allowed him rest, was interested in many
firms, sitting on numerous boards, moving in all kinds of areas.
For a long time he was captain-adjutant of the citizen militia,
and although we knew and watched him for many years, this is
not what he is remembered for. However we often heard words
of praise from the mouths of the older officers and from those
who had served the nation alongside and under him. Mr. Bik
was rewarded a royal decoration for many proven services.

Do not be mistaken, the deceased started his career as Director
of the Scheepsleverantie Maatschappij at Tandjong Priok. We
often visited our fatherly friend in his home behind the cannons
on the hill of Tanah Abang, an idyllic remnant of a Governor-
General, who ruled over these regions in the grey past. It is as if
we still hear his voice, speaking to us from the Batavia of yore
and from now, from former inhabitants, from old customs. He
has now gone from us. Never will we hear again: “Mate!” Or the
more serious: “Hey, Mister!”. But we will never forget Uncle Piet
as the elderly called the deceased. Let his ashes be in peace.

We live so fast in the Indies. In the middle of life we are in Death.
Our words, given to the memory of the deceased friend - written
on Saturday night- and the few words written about his funeral,
find a place in today’s paper. A few hours after publishing this
newspaper we will join in the meeting of the councillors. The
seat of Mr. de Nijs Bik will then be empty. Yesterday we carried
the fierce warrior to his grave, and during the sad journey we
thought of Teja, the last King of the Goths, because Bik was a
historical figure, a gloomy figure often!

Finally, there was the funeral. Let us be brief! The interest
was huge, the number of flower arrangements enormous. We
noticed Mr. Gerritzen, Director of De Javasche Bank, the Mayor
and the Council Secretary, three members of the City Council
and many relatives and friends. A son-in-law of the deceased
thanked everyone for their presence. v.L.
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Batavia Centrum, 8 January 1931
Dear Wim,

Hopefulafter having receivedyour cheerfulletter of 10 December,
which I received by airmail, the sad news reached us on New
Years Day about the death of our dear Lien. Although you had
written to us that the doctor continued to take a gloomy view
of the situation, we still hoped for improvement. Unfortunately
this was not the case. Wim, I do not need to tell you how deeply
moved we are because of the loss, and I also want to express our
heartfelt condolences to you and Benny on behalf of Reina, in-
laws and children. Take care, Wim.

The previous year has ended tragically for the Bik family, the
new year has started even more sadly. What is there to say
about the fatal accident that struck our brother Wim (Willem
Albert de Nijs Bik). The poor fellow was attacked by a king tiger
(Javan Tiger).

Reina, myselfand the children were staying at Tjikandi and as is
usual we were planning to go bird hunting one morning. While
we were having breakfast, Saleh told us that there was a talk
at the pasar that a tiger had been spotted in the neighborhood.
Wim could not believe this, since this had never happened in
all the time he had been with the company. So we went on the
bird hunt and took the back road to Rangkas (Rangkasbitung).
After having driven for 20 minutes we saw a lot of people in
the vast padi (rice) fields, and the beast most likely was hiding
thereabouts. Wim then, accompanied by coolies, who were
all armed with spears, klewangs, loaded rifles etc, entered
the fields. I also walked with Edu, but since I was not armed,
I thought it would be advisable to stay at a certain point. The
people, meanwhile excited, began to shout, probably startling
the beast. At one point I saw the tiger jump away at a distance
of about 500 meters and when I realized in what awkward
circumstances we found ourselves, I thought it was wise to leave
the place. But before I had decided, the accident with Wim had
already taken place.

The tiger attacked him and slapped him behind his right ear,
then was startled by the screams of the people, and fled again.
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Javan Tiger or Panthera Tigris Sondaica. Photo taken 1938 in West

Java.

N

A coolie came to tell me that Wim was injured and when I went
to the scene, Wim came to meet me, supported by two other
coolies. What I experienced in a frightening moment is beyond
description. Coincidentally, field police arrived, who dressed
the wound. Wim was still quite conscious at the time and drove
the car himself, accompanied by one of the police officers, up to
the main road.

The children then went home to warn Jeanne (Wim's wife), while
Idid not lose any more time transporting Wim to Serang. What
I experienced on the way, Wim, I will remember forever. As if
there was no end to the monotonous road to Serang, we finally
arrived there. A doctor immediately provided help, but straight
away noticed that it was serious. After having given Wim the
necessary injections, he was again bandaged, and when this
had happened, our dear Jeanne arrived shortly afterwards;
she had taken the first bus that passed Tjikandi. Wim was fully
conscious despite the fact that he complained about terrible
pains in his head. Poor Jeanne kept herself in good spirits and
she then went with the head nurse from the Serang Hospital to
Weltevreden (Jakarta Pusat), where Siebert (Dr H.B. Siebert,
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Tanah Abang estate 1920-1939

Life on the Tanah Abang Heuvel estate changed after Pieter
Albert de Nijs Bik’s death in 1920. His eldest daughter Caroline
de Nijs Bik, her husband B.D.W.J. (Wim) van Garderen and
children lived in the other single-storey house Tanah Abang
Heuvel 146 during the 1920s. The two-storeyed houses 142
and 144, since the expropriation of the Tanah Abang land no
longer in the possession of the Tanah Abang company, were
bought respectively by De Factorij (Nederlandsche Handel
Maatschappij) and Maclaine & Watson. The CEOs of these
companies and their families lived in the houses.

Announcement of the
Swedish Consulate
taking up residence
in Pieter Albert de
Nijs Bik’s former
home at Tanah
Abang Heuvel 140. De
Sumatra Post,

29 March 1920.

Pieter Albert’s house remained part of the “N.V. Maatschappij
tot Exploitatie van het Particuliere Land Tanah Abang”
(Public Liability Company to Exploit the Private Land Tanah
Abang), and was already rented out to the Swedish consulate
in March 1920. Sweden removed its consulate from the Dutch
East Indies in 1933, and the house on Tanah Abang Heuvel
140 was rented out to private residents until the end of 1939
when the Tanah Abang company was in official liquidation
and the house sold to the NILLMIJ (Netherlands Indies Life
Insurance and Annuity Company). Wim van Garderen, who
was Director of the NILLMIJ (see Chapter 7 pages 216-220),
had already moved out of his house at Tanah Abang Heuvel

146 in 1930, but this residence would remain in the family
until 1948, and was rented out all the time.

N.V. Maatschappij tot Exploi-
tatie van het Particuliere Land
wTanah Abang” in liquidatie.'

—_———— — |

BUITENGEWONE ALGEMEE-
NE VERGADIRING VAN AAN.
DEELHOUDERS, te houden op
Donderdag 28 December 1939,
des namiddags te 7 uur ten huize
van den Notaris A. E. Prosée, Scott-
weg 19, Batavia-C.. ter behandeling
van de hieronder vermelde onder
werpen :
1. Goedkeuring van de Balans en
Winst- en Verliesrekening over
het boekjaar 1938 en verleening
van acquit en décharge aan den
directeur voor het door hem
gevoerde beheer tot en met
het boekjaar 1938,
2. Goedkeuring van de rekening Advertisementin the
en verantwoording der liquida- Bataviaasch Nieuwsblad
datie en verlecning van acquit f 13 December 1939
en décharge aan den liqui- announcing the

dateur, " oty
De hierboven genoemde Balans en UPCOMINgG liquidation

Winst- en Verliesrekening over 1938
en rekening en verantwoording  der
liquidatie liggen vanaf heden ter
inzage van aandeclhouaers, ten huize
van den directeur-liguidateur, Java-
weg 107, Batavia-C.

De Directeur-tiquidate ur.
Batavia-C., 13 December 1939. h

J

of the Tanah Abang
company. The last
shareholder meeting
would take place on 28
December in the office
of notary Prosee on
Scottweg 19 (Jalan Budi
Kemuliaan 19).

Page 85: Aerial view of Tanah Abang Heuvel, with -as far as known
and verified- the owners and residents of the four houses of the
former country estate until World War II.
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Appendix 3. Bik family tree

Pieter Albert
De Nijs Bik

#05-08-1858 Meester Comelis
+07-02-1920 Batavia

X

Jeannette Rosalie
Butin Bik

#27.02-1865 Meester Comelis
115-12-1912 Batavia

FROM PAGE 319

Caroline
De Nijs Bik

03-04-1885 Batavia
31

1930 Den Haag [NL]
X
Bruinis Dirk Willem Jan
Van Garderen

*04-11-1881 Velsen [NL|
+28-11-1943 Den Haag [NL]

Eulalie
De Nijs Bik
*23-05-1887 Batavia
u 15-03-1969 Den Haag [NL]
X
Victor
Dersjant

*22.11.1884 Pontianak
+20°02-1945 camp Tiimahi

Aletta
De Nijs Bik

*12.07-1888 Batavia
W 500071976 s Graveland (N

b3
Dirk Hendrik
Dull

+24-02-1888 Amsterdam [NL]
+23-10-1962 Rijswijk [NL|

Pierre Jean Baptiste
De Perez Bik

*02-06-1890 Batavia
+01-04-1954 Haarlem [NL]

3
&
&
g

x

Reina inie
Rein‘m:l‘rﬂgnk

Wilhelmina
De Nijs Bik

*09-09-1893 Batavia
12301 lsBlNewYark[USA]

Slegﬁ'led Rudolf
Van Gelderen

*29-01-1889 Amsterdam [NL]
+22-03-1956 New York [USA]

‘Willem Albert
De Nijs Bik

*27.09-1895 Batavia
103-01-1931 Batavia

Jeanne Hem'le!le
De Vries
$07:05-1901 Buitenzorg
+15.07-1989 Utrecht [NL]

Felix Dersjant
1911-1981

Joan Willem Dersjant
1913-2007

Jeannette Rosalie Dersjant
1915-1997

Wolterus Dull
1917-1944

Carel Willem Dull
1919-1986

Ernst Gustaaf Dull
1923-1988

Ina Dull
1926-2012

Eduard de Perez Bik
1917-1943

Milly de Perez Bik
1922-2016

Rudolf de Nijs Bik
1925-1999

Irma de Nijs Bik
1929-2003

320

Jeannette Welmoet
wvan Garderen

)
' M "29-03.1905 Bandoen
+02-05-1991 'ltmeuzen?NL]
x
Hermanus Johannes
Verbeek Wolthuys

#05-08-1900 Loosduinen [NL]
+21-06-1974 Overveen [NL|

Pieter Albert
wvan Garderen

*27.08-1906 Batavia
+10-01-1973 Kijkduin [NL]

¢

X
Catharina Johanna
Gorter

#17-02-1914 Den Haag [NL]
+27-06-1991 Den Haag NL]

Bernarda Hendrika
van Garderen
*27-10-1909 Batavia
+21-06-1990 Wassenaar [NL]
x
Nicolaas Wouter
Pel

#22.01-1907 Den Haag [NL]
111-07-1966 Den Haag [NL|

Robbert Verbeek Wolthuys
1928-2018
Nelly Johanna Verbeek Wolthuys
1929-

Herman Willem Verbeek Wolthuys
1940-1994

Caroline van Garderen
1934-2012

Elizabeth van Garderen
1935-1936

Marianne Johanna van Garderen
19:

Margaretha Pel
1936-2010

Hans Pel
1939-

Marja Pel
1946-

‘Wouter Pel
1949-

Jather of the author

De Nijs Bik
family tree
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Charlotte Jeannette
Francolse Bik
hdofrno ik Pleter Gustaaf Bik
" Ramisah Boenider LEsCslg

Jan Martinus
Bik

*23.10-1839 Batavia
115-03-1926 Batavia

X
Rosalla Sophia

SRN
\ ~ Mersen Senn van Basel

*05-10-1850 Pamotan
+06-08-1909 Batavia

Blanca Bik
1843-1918

Johanna Leocadie Bik
1644-1920

Celine Marguerite Bik
1846-1917

Isaac Francols Bik
1848-1900
Maria Albertina Bik
1851-1911
Mathilda Anetta Theodora Cornelia Bik
S 1853-1875
Bik
3 *+15-05-1808 Amsterdam [NL]
= 4  t14121868aboardaship
FROM PAGES19
i
Charlotte Johanna Jannus Theodorus
Marguerite v Doorninck -
*30-01-1820 Pondok Terong

+27-09-1857 Tjisaroea

3

*07-08-1857 Tjisaroea
+29.05-1922 Bandoeng

3
Henrlette Charlotte

*28.03-1862 Meester Comelis
+29-01-1941 Bandoeng

* -
Bruno Theodorus
Bik
-
*14-10-1840 Pati [Djepara)
131-03-1921 Tjisaroea
x
S Catharina Maria
h Elizabeth du Puy

*06-04-1847 Tulungagung
101-12-1942 Tisaroea

]
iy

& *07.04.1857 Batavia

+25-02-1892 Meester Comelis.

FROM PAGES1S.

Eugenle
Butin Bik

X

. Adriaan Auton Maximilliaan
et
s

&

Nicolaas Keuchenius

*25.00-1825 Batavia
111-06-1894 Batavia

i\

*22.12.1872 Batavia
+18-08-1873 Tjisaroea

Marfa Albertine
Bik
*17.02-1874 Batavia

130061875 Tjisaroea

Mathilde Cornelie

#08-03-1876 Batavia
+16-08-1879 Tiisaroea

Marguerite Leonie
Bik

*24.01-1879 Batavia
108-07-1934 Batavia

X
Friedrich A
Schnppe?
*18-07-1868 Graz [AU]
+72.09-1846 Batavia

Marle Augustine
Bik

*23.02-1881 Batavia
1909-1951 Den Haag [NL]

Jan Andries Bruno Bik
1892-1950

Marguerite Constance Bik
1895-1981

Henri Theodorus Bik
1900-1945

John Bruno Bik
1673-1926

Paul Peter James Bik
1882-1944

Elisabeth Charlotte
Catherina Bik
*01-12-1871 Meester Cornelis
4. t17-06-1939 Tisaroea Zuid
X
Francols Eugene
Keuchenus

#29.05-1861 Tegal
122-11-1921 Meester Comelis

Magdalena Catharina
Bik

*04-03-1§78 Meester Comnelis
+14-10-1970 Bandung
%
Eduard Charles
Keuchenlus
*320-11-1866 Semarang
08-03-1934 Bandoeng

‘Theodore Eugene Breton Keuchenius
1892-1957

Adriaan Francols Keuchenlus
895-1944

Magdalena Catharina Elisabeth Keuchentus|
1898-1986

Alexander Amadeus Keuchenius
1901-1966

Eduard Anton Frans Keuchenius
1899-1945

Bruno Theodorus Eugene Keuchenius
1903-1984

Madeline Elisabeth Celine Keuchenlus
1906-1990

Henry Theodore Paul Keuchenius
1908-1942

‘Theodora Marguerite Cornelie Keuchenius

321

1913-1967

Bik Keuchenius

family tree
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Glossary of terms

An explanation of Indies and
Indonesian words which have
been used in this book.

From 1901 till 1947 the Van
Ophuijsen Spelling System
was used as the orthography
for the Indonesian language.

In 1947 the Soewandi or
Republican Spelling System
was introduced with the most
importantly changes being
the 'oe’to v/’

The Ejaan Yang
Disempurnakan or the
Enhanced Indonesian
Spelling System was released
in 1972 with the most
important changes being:
-'tj'to'c),

-dj'to'j,

Si'to'y,

- 'nj' to 'ny’,

-'sj' to'sy’'

-'ch' to 'kh'.

Both old and new spelling
have been used in this book,
depending on the era referred
to. For ease of reference and
comparison we have included
both where relevant.

abang red (Javanese)

arsip archive

babu/baboe maid
bang-bangan rendered red
banjir/bandjir flood
banyan/banjan unusually
shaped fig tree with aerial roots
(also known as waringin)

barat west

baru/baroe new

binatang animal

batik a technique of wax-resist
dyeing applied to whole cloth

batik cap/tjap stamped batik,
batik cloth waxed by means of
copper stamps

batik tulis/toelis written hand-
drawn batik, batik cloth hand-
waxed with a canting/tjanting
becak/betjak cycle rickshaw
bukit/boekit hill

canting/tjanting small spouted

copper container with areed
handle, used to apply designs
in melted wax to the surface of
the cloth

cap/tjap stamp

dapur/dapoer kitchen
delman/deleman a one horse
two-wheeled carriage (also
known as dokar or dogcart)
desa/dessa village

es lilin ice lolly

gang small alley, narrow street
gardu/gardoe guard house
gede big (Javanese)

gedek woven sheets made from
bamboo slats for the walls of a
house

gedung/gedoeng building
gerobak/grobak handcart
gudang/goedang warehouse
gulai/gule kambing goat meat

with a rich, spicy and succulent
curry-like sauce
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gunung/goenoeng mountain

hasil bumi/hasil boemi
agricultural crops

heiho native Indonesian
military who were conscripted
to fight with the Japanese
against the Allied Forces

ikat a dyeing technique used
to pattern textiles that employs
resist dyeing on the yarns prior
to dyeing and weaving the
fabric

Inggris English

istana palace

jahe/djahe ginger

jahit/djahit sewing

jalan/djalan street, road

jamu/djamoe herb, health
tonic

jati/djati teak
kacang/katjang peanut
kain (length of) cloth. The

word is generally combined
in a phrase that may refer
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to a specific style, a place of
production, or even the locality
to which the cloth was to be
transported

kali river
kampung/kampoeng small
indigenous village, native
neighborhood

karet rubber

kasur/kasoer mattress
kebaya/kebaja short
traditional jacket, open in front
and with long sleeves tied at
the wrists, worn by Javanese
women

kebun/kebon garden

kecap/ketjap soy sauce

kelambu/klamboe mosquito
net

kelewang/klewang bladed
weapon

kepala head, chief
kerai/kree sunshade
kerbau/karbouw buffalo
keris/kris ceremonial knife

klenteng Chinese temple

kelewang/klewang a class of
bladed weapon between the
sword and machete
koki/kokki cook

kota/kotta town, city
keroncong/krontjong an
Indonesian musical style,
making use of a ukulele-like
instrument

kue/kwee cake, sweet snacks
obi type of leaf, vegetable
orang people

padi/paddie rice
pasar/passer market. Derived
from the Persian word bazar or
bazaar

peci/petji cap

pedak shed or hut

pendopo/pendoppo gazebo
like Javanese building

peranakan half blood

pikulan/pikoelan a carrying
method by balancing two
wooden baskets or cabinets
using a pole or arod on

one's shoulder

pondok cottage, lodge

prasasti inscription
pribumi/priboemi indigenous

puncak/poentjak peak,
summit

puputan/poepoetan mass
ritual suicide

raja/radja king, ruler
ruko (rumah toko) usually a
dwelling containing a shop and

residential accommodation

rumah makan/roemah
makan restaurant

santri Islamic religious person
sarung/saroeng/sarong
sheath, cloth sewn to form a

tubular skirt

sate seasoned, skewered and
grilled meat

selatan south

senang happy, comfortable
sereh lemongrass
sirap/sierap roof, cladding
sirih betel

spada/siapa ada is anybody
there?

323

taman park

tanah land

tanah rendah low land
tandu/tandoe sedan chair
tapioca starch extracted from
the storage roots of the cassava
plant

timur/timoer east

toko store, shop

tuan/toean sir, master

tuan tanah, toean tanah
landlord

tukang ayam/toekang ajam
chicken seller

tukang kebun/toekang kebon
gardener

tukang/toekang handyman,
tradesman, seller

tukang sayur/toekang sajoer
vegetable seller

tulis written
utara/oetara north
warung/waroeng small stall

wedana district chief
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The Van Garderen-de Nijs Bik family climbing the twin volcanoes Gede (2,958m) and Pangrango (3,019m)
in October 1925. It is not known who took the individual photos on this page:

Left: at the Kandang Badak hut at an altitude of 2,405 meters. The family is enjoying a hearty meal including
some red wine. From left to right: Welly van Garderen, her father Wim van Garderen, fiancee Her Verbeek
Wolthuys, sister Benny van Garderen and friend Elly. Kandang Badak still exists as a camping ground today
and there are still shelters, but this old hut no longer exists.

Middle: climbing towards the summit of Pangrango. Notice the neat white clothes () they are all wearing.
Right: Benny van Garderen, Her Verbeek Wolthuys and Elly on the summit of Pangrango. The cement pillar
with marker "P.T. 142" was placed by the Dutch East Indies government as part of early efforts to map the
island of Java. The sign at the back says in translation "Nature Reserve Tjibodas Gunung Gede'", the colonial
name of what is today called "Mount Gede Pangrango National Park". Today there is still a cement pillar,
however itis grey, and taller, and it now has a plaque with the text "Prim Triang No 142", hence most likely it
is no longer the original from 1925.
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The Bik estates in Tjisaroea

Jannus Theodorus Bik (1796-1875) had owned the mountain
estate of Tjisaroea (Cisarua) since 1866, although he had
been renting it since 1849. Dorus purchased Tjisaroea,
which is situated between Buitenzorg and Poentjak, from his
friend and neighbour Johannes van der Crab for one million
guilders in cash (!), which he most likely paid with 100,000
golden ten guilder coins. Tjisaroea consisted of a large estate
with surrounding tea plantations. Later, coffee was cultivated
there as well.

Tjisaroea was an estate and tea/coffee plantation on the slopes of
Mount Pangrango (3,019m), here visible behind the house. This
drawing was made by Jannus Theodorus (Dorus) Bik in 1867.

Dorus lived most of the time on his estates of Tjileboet and
Tjiloear, both near Buitenzorg, and less often in Tjisaroea.
However, in 1866 he published a volume of poetry called
Dichterlijke Kleinigheden (Poetic Trifles), consisting of ten
poemsrelated to the Bik family and friends. One specific poem,
aimed at admonishing some of his nieces who complained
about the boring life on his Tjisaroea estate. The poem gives
an interesting insight into the usual family activities in the
mountains during the 1860s:
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Along with the sad lamentations
about the monotonous life here
of my nieces

It is ever quiet here

But every day something happens
On Monday it is pasar (market) day
And letters from the city

The bread man leaves each Tuesday
Delivers letters to the mail box

And gets from Sonki whatever you want
Without having to pay anything

The fresh bread that arrives on Wednesday
ensures breakfast is delicious

and whatever you get from Sonki

is too narrow or too wide

The Java mail arrives Thursdays
with letters and the newspaper
all day is spent reading it

with news from all directions

On Fridays there goes the bread man again
to get all kinds of goods

At night the mail man comes by

from home or Tjileboet

On Saturdays there is a lot of fun

There is no need to be busy with learning
The gamelan plays in the afternoon
while the bell is ringing

The Sunday, after a religious hour,

is dedicated to playing

During the evenings one dances obediently
accompanied by an organ

You see there is something new each and every day

you folks are mad
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Never ever speak about quiet Tjisaroea
1t is like London or Paris

Ex tempore
Tjisaroea September 1861

The road between Buitenzorg and Poentjak at Tjisaroea, an 1854
drawing by Jannus Theodorus Bik.

1.1
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After Dorus passed away in 1875, the estate of Tjisaroea was
inherited by the nine children of his youngest brother Bruno
Bik (1808-1868), who was administrator of this tea plantation
on the slopes of Mount Pangrango between 1849 and his
death in 1868. Bruno was married to Charlotte Marguerite
van Doorninck (1820-1857), the daughter of the Assistant
Resident of Buitenzorg.

Around 1895 the estate was split into Tjisaroea Noord (Cisarua
North) and Tjisaroea Zuid (Cisarua South), when two son-in-
laws of Bruno's son Bruno Theodorus Bik (1840-1921) took over
the administration. Francois Eugene Keuchenius (1861-1921)
and Eduard Charles Keuchenius (1866-1934) were married to
Bruno Theodorus' daughters Elisabeth Charlotte Catharina
Bik (1871-1939) and Magdalena Catharina Bik (1878-1970)
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The same road but closer to Poentjak, by Jannus Theodorus Bik
(1853).

COLLECTION: NL-H Bl

respectively. The two brothers themselves were of Bik descent
too. Their mother was Eugenie Butin Bik (1837-1892), see the
family tree in Appendix 3. Francois became administrator
of the coffee plantation of Tjisaroea Noord and Eduard
administrator of Tjisaroea Zuid, where the main cultivation
was tea. Both estates would remain in the Bik-Keuchenius
family, even after Indonesia's independence. The house on
Tjisaroea Zuid was destroyed during a fire in 1979.

The individual tea and coffee plantations of Tjisaroea Noord
and Zuid no longer exist, but a number of family tombstones
have miraculously survived (see pages 316-317). The oldest
tombstones, such as the one of Bruno Bik's wife Charlotte
Marguerite van Doorninck, are located at the former site of
Tjisaroea Noord near the main road through today's Cisarua.
A group of other tombstones, consisting of many Bik and
Keuchenius family members, stands on the site of the former
Tjisaroea Zuid estate, close to the entrance of today's Taman
Safari in Cisarua.
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Tjisaroea Noord

Bik tombstones on the site of the former
Tjisaroea Noord estate in 2018. In the top
right photo the grave of Bruno Bik's wife
Charlotte Marguerite van Doorninck,
left of it that of Maria Albertine Bik, the
one-year old daughter of Jan Martinus
Bik. Two of Jan's other daughters were
buried under the tombstone with the
marble angels and vase: Charlotte
Jeannette Francoise (6) and Mathilde
Cornelie (3). A video of this cemetery
can be viewed via the QR link below.

www.lostjakarta.com/
250years_cisarua_north





OEBPS/images/0_Page_304.jpg
250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

B

" dISARTA
b

Tjisaroea Zuid

Tombstones of the Bik and Keuchenius family on the site of the former
Tjisaroea Zuid estate in 2018. Left the tombstone which includes
Eugenie Butin Bik, mother of the two Keuchenius brothers who became
administrators of the two plantations around 1895. Above the grave of
Jannus Theodorus Bik, a son of Bruno Bik, and his wife. On the right is the
tombstone of a daughter in-law of Bruno who passed away in 1942 at the age
of 95. A video of this cemetery can be viewed via the QR link on the right.
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www.lostjakarta.com/
250years_cisarua_south
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Appendix 3
Bik family tree

The family trees on pages 319-321 do
not represent the complete Bik family,
but only show those Bik members
that have been mentioned in this
book, or otherwise were relevant to be
mentioned in the context of this book.

Anna
Van der Lecq
S oo |
Adrianus +23-07-1788 Haastrecht [NL
Bik =
06-01-1730 Broek op Langedijk
1005 1ats Kratmgen L] sy
X \
- *11.01-1757 Ameide [NL]
Nivina s o paiais
Van Harten
*13-09-1730 Ameide [NL] -
+28-10-1800 Kralingen [NL] Jeannette
Butin

*09-02-1789 Groede [NL]
105-02-1821 Batavia

Leendert
Miero
*22.04-1755 Grodka [Poland] Sewa Dina
110-05-1834 Pondok Gede: Miero
I SS—
*22.12.1806 Pondok Gede
Slave 13.07-1881 Meester Cornells
Saartje —_—
Bauvia 40‘* lig
*Baus i
+Batavia "’"‘M e“'i'e",‘ £

*17-12-1802 Batavia

+06-02-1858 Batavia

Nivina
Bik

*21.021779 Schoonhoven NL]
15-02°1832 Batavia

Adrianus Johannes

*13.01-1790 Dunkerque [F]
101-10-1872 Brussel [B]

X
Anna Maria
Arnold

*02-06-1809 Batavia
+13-06-1694 Den Haag [NL]

Naima
(Javanese woman)
*unknown

+ unknown
X
Jannus Theodorus
Bik

" 14061796 Amsterdam [NL]
+03-07-1875 Batavia

X
Wilhelmina Maria
Reynira Martens

*18-02-1802 Amsterdam [NL]
+18-11-1862 Tjlleboet

Aletta Christina Maria
Van Lier

*17.12.1814 Den Haag [NL]
+29-06-1858 Voorburg [NL]

x
Pieter Albert
Bik

*18-07-1798 Amsterdam [NL]
10.04-1855 Breda [NL]

x
Maria Elisabeth
De Nijs
* 16-04-1805 Kampen [NL]
1287121838 en-route o [NL|
x
Johanna Maria Carolina
Van Berckel

*19-11-1799 sselsteln [NL]
+28-08-1820 Batavia

Francois
Butin Bik

*05-05-1804 Amsterdam [NL]
112-07-1843 Batavia
x
Rosalie Sophia
De Nijs

*0810-1907 Kamnpen [NL]
115-11-1858 Batavia

. Bruno
Bik
-
9 *15.05-1908 Amsterdam L]
=a

114'12-1868 aboard a ship

SEEPAGE321
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Anna Josepha
Francis

*12.08.1836 Padang
05-01-1892 Den Haag [NL]

x
Frederik Arnold
Bik

*29-10-1826 Batavia
+07-10-1873 Delft [NL]

D

Willem Frederik
‘Theodorus Butyn Bik

*13-07-1865 Tylloear
+28-07-1880 Hof van Delft[NL|

Johannes Hendrikus
Bik

*29.06-1849 Batavia
+04-09-1907 Den Haag [NL]

‘Theodorus Eugenius
De Nijs Bik
*23-02-1827 Batavia
+30-12-1895 Den Haag [NL]

80 &

Caroline
De Perez

<24-05-1938 Batavia
16-03-1877 Den Haag [NL]

Pieter Albert
Bik
*13-06-1823 Batavia
119-01-1869 Batavia

X
Kwan Eng
Njo

Petronella Albertina
Bik

*06-01-1865 Tebing Tingal
112021544 Den Dolder L)

*77.77.1844 Bultenzorg
122111874 Batavia

Maria Josefina
a Van Berckel Bik
= *13.09 1846 Batavia

Wijnand Willem © . a  10808-1903 Soekaboemi
Van Berckel Bik

* 23.08-1920 Batavia

+28.09-1875 Batavia Carolina Elisabeth Dina
— Van Berckel Bik
¥a Lambertina Jeannette °27.05-1844 Batavia
@« Elizabeth Adriane Meijer 124-03:1678 Bultcnzorg
= *14-04-1824 Batavia x
a‘; ‘A‘ 104 95 Batavia
Willem
(=% Butin Bik
T *24.08-1634 Batavia
117-01-1892 Batavia
Eugenie
£25 Butin Bik

*07-04.1837 Batavia
+25-02-1892 Meester Comelis
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Adrianus Johannes
Emanuel Arnold Bik

*12-06-1855 Sindanglaoet
+03-03-1931 Den Haag [NL|

Robert
Arnold Bik

*01-02-1862 Batavia
+20-08-1932 Batavia

x
Jeannette Elizabeth
o De Nijs Bik
& *21.06-1863 Batavia
acd 121-01-1926 Bandoeng

‘Theodorus Eugenius
De Nijs Bil

*14-11-1868 Batavia
101-02-1930 Batavia

Pieter Albert
De Nijs Bik

*05.08.1858 Meester Comelis
+07-02-1920 Batavia

x

Jeannette Rosalie
Butin Bik

* 27021865 Meester Comelis.
115-12-1912 Batavia

SEE PAGE 320

Albert
Butin Bik

* 04121866 Meester Comelis
+19-05-1930 Meester Comnelis.

Wijnand Willem
Butin Bik

*03-09-1868 Meester Comells
. +29-09-1938 Tjikandi Ilir

Eugenie

2 Butin Bik
*25-03-1871 Batavia
+14-05-1925 Batavia

Joannis
Butin Bik
o

= g ~2208.1873 Meester Comelis
& +20.01-1929 Tyimahi

Dorine
Butin Bik

*14-01-1876 Batavia

48 101958 DenBasg N1

Rosalie Francoise
Butin Bik

*2512 1877 Batavia
116-01-1872 Den Haag [NL]
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Bedroom
A traditional bed with klamboe (mosquito net) to protect against insects. When the three children of Wim and Caroline van Garderen still lived at home, @
they all sleptin this bedroom together with their parents. Photo by Charls & Van Es.
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

A

Kitchen . @

This is a typical Indies’ dapoer (kitchen), with sink, enamel bench top, and at the right a charcoal oven. On the benchtop we also see oil, vinegar,
ketjap (soy sauce), butter, coffee, various condiments and a glass jar with freshly baked kwee-kwee (sweet snacks). Photo by Charls & Van Es.
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Back garden @
The Charls & Van Es photographer patiently waited until the early morning sun peeked through the trees at the back. On the left the main building, right the

pavilion with guest rooms. The timber disc is a leftover of four fused bungur (Lagerstroemia Speciosa) trees. It functioned as a garden table.
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4 The burial grounds of Tanah Abang

during the colonial days of Batavia, and even after

independence. In 1977, thanks to the legendary Jakarta
Governor Ali Sadikin (1927-2008), the place where Batavia
and Jakarta residents were buried for over 175 years, was
transformed into an open air memorial tombstone park:
Taman Prasasti.

Tanah Abang has been synonymous with burials

Kebon Jahe cemetery

In 1789 the Tanah Abang estate came into the possession of
Willem Vincent Helvetius van Riemsdijk (1752-1818). His land
started south of Rijswijkstraat (Jalan Majapahit), included a
section of Koningsplein Zuid (Jalan Medan Merdeka Selatan)
and everything further south as far as Pasar Tanah Abang.

The Tanah Abang cemetery entrance and bridge over the Krukut
River in 1830, on a chalcography by P. Velijn.

Apart from his country estate on Tanah Abang Heuvel and the
adjacent pasar, most of the land was undeveloped, apart from
some kampungs, meadows and fruit plantations. The first
major development in Tanah Abang was the construction of
a new cemetery for the European population of Batavia. Van
Riemsdijk sold or donated (this has never been confirmed) a
piece of his land known as Kebon Jahe (ginger garden).

An 1859 drawing of the Tanah Abang cemetery by C.T. Deeleman.

The cemetery was officially opened on 28 September 1797, but
in 1795 people were already being buried in this new location.
In the book Verschillende Reizen en Lotgevallen (Various
Journeys and Adventures) by P.P. Roorda van Eysinga,
published in 1832, there is a description of the Tanah Abang
cemetery:
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“... Along the Tanah Abang road is the Christian cemetery,
which is very spacious, and surrounded by a beautiful fence.
Most of the graves are decorated with tombstones, and it
proves that in the Indies, one gladly devotes a memorial stone
to the deceased.”

There was an urgent need for a new cemetery in Batavia as
the mortality rate was very high at the end of the eighteenth
and beginning of the nineteenth centuries. From slaves to
government officials, the society at the time was plagued by
diseases like cholera, dysentery and malaria.

L

This plaque dates back to the Death knell at the
inauguration of the portico in 1844 and  entrance to the
is still in existence at today’s Taman cemetery.

Prasasti.

The Parthenon-like neo-classic portico, which still exists
at today’s Taman Prasasti, dates back to 1844. Behind the
portico is a bronze death knell which takes one back to an
atmosphere of mourning from a bygone era. The year before,
in 1843, most of the tombstones that once were included in
the Hollandsche Kerk (Dutch Church) in the former Kasteel
van Batavia (Batavia Castle), were transferred to the Tanah
Abang cemetery, thanks to the efforts of Baron van Hoévell,
Vice President of the Raad van Indié (Council of the Indies).
These stones dated back to the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries and were hung inside the portico wall or laid in the
entrance floor, all with the letters “HK” engraved on them.
The former church had already been demolished in 1808,
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A Tio Tek Hong picture postcard taken from the entrance of
Kerkhoflaan (Jalan Tanah Abang 1), before 1910. In the distance
the portico that marks the entrance to the Kebon Jahe cemetery.

Outer wall on the left side of the portico, constructed around 1918.
A number of old tombstones from the former Hollandsche Kerk
were bricked into the wall, and are still present today.
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AN -
Kebon Jahe (Tanah Abang)

A 1921 map with the cemetery in Tanah Abang indicated.

and the tombstones -bought by a Chinese merchant- were
first brought to an area along the Jacatraweg (Jalan Pangeran
Jayakarta), close to Pieter Erberveld’s home.

A major renovation of the Tanah Abang cemetery took place
between 1913 and 1918 when drainage canals were installed,
and pedestrian paths sealed. At the same time the above
mentioned “HK” tombstones were removed from the entrance
floor and some built into a new outer wall on the left side of
the portico entrance. Others found a place elsewhere on the
cemetery.
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By the 1910s the Kebon Jahe cemetery reached saturation
point, and many newspaper articles made mention of the
limited available space for new graves. By February 1917 there
was only room left for no more than 139 bodies, which was
expected to be filled within ten weeks. Parts of the cemetery
were cleared out to continue burying until the new Laanhof
cemetery in Petamburan opened in 1920. In addition, there
were more and more concerns about the hygiene situation;
the cemetery dated back to an era when it was surrounded
by empty lands, but by the early twentieth century it was
enclosed by an ever-growing residential area.

After the opening of Laanhof there was not much activity at the
Kebon Jahe cemetery. Already in 1921 the newspaper Nieuws
van den Dag voor Nederlandsch-Indié published an article
in which it complained about the deplorable and neglected
state of the Tanah Abang cemetery, which they blamed on the
redundancy of personnel. After 1920 the cemetery in Tanah
Abang was still used, but only when old graves were cleared
and there was room to bury someone new.

After Indonesia’s independence the park was mostly used
as a Christian cemetery. It was first managed by the Verberg
Foundation and for the next 20 years handled by the Palang
Hitam Foundation. From 1967 to 1975 the Jakarta Burials
Agency looked after the burial grounds, before they were
closed to make way for the construction of the Central Jakarta
Mayoralty Office. The cemetery officially closed in 1975 and
a city council decision ordered that the remains of 17,307
bodies in 8,191 graves would be relocated to other cemeteries
in Jakarta, like Tanah Kusir and Kebayoran Lama.

The closure and clearance of the cemetery was not only an
isolated decision to vacate the five hectares of the Tanah
Abang site, but part of a wider program to reduce the number
of cemeteries in Jakarta, which had meanwhile grown to
over 500, obviously aiming to create more space in the
ever-growing city. In 1975 the government also introduced
new rules for burial in Jakarta: graves could only be rented
in advance for three years, with the option to extend, but
restricted to a maximum of 15 years.
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Excerpt of an article in Dutch newspaper Nleuwsblad van het
Noorden of 9 January 1976 describing in detail the clearance
activities that were happening at the Tanah Abang cemetery.

A regional Dutch newspaper provided a detailed written
account of the clearing activities in Tanah Abang in an early
1976 article:

“Exhumations are happening all across the large cemetery of
Tanah Abang. The scorching sun shines on the boys, who are
chopping and digging up the rich red earth from the graves and
tombstones. They don’t wear rubber gloves, nor wear a cloth
over their mouths. It is an old cemetery. Many of the bodies that
had been buried here in the course of years and centuries, have
returned to dust. Only out of the most recent graves do tangible
remnants appear. The Jakartan workers operate very carefully.

They lay the skulls and bones carefully in small boxes.

A man with a list keeps detailed notes of it. He sits crouched
near the diggers. There is not much talking. A languid silence
prevails. There is only the whistling of birds in the shrubs, which
are disturbed in between the graves. Some colourful insects and
a brisk lizard cavort in a lively fashion among the alang-alang
grass. Kampung residents have laid their laundry to dry over
the fence of the cemetery. Near a pile of raised earth a family
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stands around a tomb. The spectacle has something of an
absurd painting that has come to life. On the tomb a beautiful
white canvas. In the middle a skull with some bones. An
abundance of flowers has been scattered around it. A woman
arranges them. A boy hesitantly gropes at a bone. A man takes
photos from all angles. The woman goes and sits next to the
skull and let herself be photographed. One takes the canvas and
lays everything carefully in a small coffin. The administrator
closes his notebook. The diggers take their shovels and move to
another grave.”

The article also describes the surreal scene at the cemetery:

“Attheentrancethereis a whole regiment of angels standing next
to each other. It’s like a petrified music corps. The shawms and
trumpets point up to the sky. Next lies a large pile of tombstones
with inscriptions, and crosses. A policeman is lugging a rifle
around. Now and then he shoots at a bird, that sails down from
a mango tree. Outside at the entrance of the cemetery, where
one can see beautiful decorated stones in the outer wall, stand
five ambulances. Visitors report at a series of tables where the
administrators do their work”.

There had been some problems around the announcement
of the closure. In August 1975 the Jakarta City Council had
already initiated plans to close the cemetery, but it was
not until October that the Dutch Foreign Ministry took
action to announce this to the Dutch people, after Dutch
magazine Moesson picked up rumours. On 28 November
1975 an advertisement was placed in all Dutch newspapers
announcing the closure and that Dutch descendants could
claim remains of their relatives. For the interested Dutch
community there were a few options, for example re-burying
elsewhere in Jakarta, cremation, or taking the remains away.
According to Moesson, clearance of the graves had already
started in October 1975, more than a month before the
advertisement. Apparently after the media exposure, dozens
of Dutch people and press reporters flew to Jakarta to witness
the clearance, or to claim remains.

In the Dutch and Indonesian media there had been a number





OEBPS/images/0_Page_099.jpg
250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

of articles that announced the closure of the Tanah Abang
cemetery, but they all assumed an entire clearance to make
space for new office buildings. It was Moesson which published
another article on 15 March 1976 where they mentioned, “The
Governor of Jakarta Ali Sadikin wants to isolate the middle
section of the cemetery to create an open air museum. The
attractive large entrance building will remain. The grave of
Father Jas with the old holy tree will take a prominent place...”.
Possibly as a result of all the media attention and recognition
of the historic value of some stones and monuments on the
cemetery, it became a last minute decision to create Taman
Prasasti.

The decision to clear out the Tanah Abang cemetery as aresult
of lack of space in Jakarta has been described by Father Adolf
Heuken SJ in his book Historical Sites of Jakarta (1982) in the
words “Even the dead have to surrender their last piece of land
in this crowded city”.

Many tombstones, sculptures and statues were removed
and damaged during the clearance of the cemetery and
construction of Taman Prasasti, and now only 32 tombstones
remain in their original positions. The size of the cemetery,
originally on a 5.9 hectare plot was reduced to 1.3 hectares.
Only about 1,200 stones were selected to be kept in the park
which was officially opened as the open-air Museum Taman
Prasasti (Museum Park of Memorial Stones) by then Jakarta
Governor Ali Sadikin in 1977.

Mr. M.R. Manil, who was head of the museum from 1988
to 1998 told The Jakarta Post in 2008: “The tombstones were
selected due to their unique designs that represent a period in
history, the role of the deceased in history, or because they were
too heavy to be removed”.

The Tanah Abang cemetery is one of the oldest in the world,
and could have been nominated as World Heritage site by
Unesco if the decision had not been made to remove corpses
and tombstones to different locations, which now sadly
disqualifies it for such a recognition. If the tombstones and
graves had been left untouched, this cemetery from 1795
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Plaque commemorating the opening of Taman Prasasti, on 9 July
1977, by then Jakarta Governor Ali Sadikin. The photo is from 2018.

would have been one of the oldest original cemeteries in the
world, even older than the iconic Pére-Lachaise in Paris which
was opened in 1804.

While most of the remaining tombstones were laid in the grass
in the newly opened Taman Prasasti, at the end of the 1990s
many stones were hung on newly built and ugly concrete
columns. Sadly again, a number of these were damaged
during this removal, or fell off of the columns afterwards.

Afterthedeclaration ofindependence anumber of well-known
Indonesians had been buried at the Kebon Jahe cemetery, like
Miss Riboet (1965), the philosopher Dr. N. Drijakara SJ (1967)
and activist Soe Hok Gie (1969).

Intoday’s Jakartaitis a pleasure to walkinside Taman Prasasti,
one of the few places in the overcrowded city where it is
quiet and serene; an oasis of tranquility where one can enjoy
wandering around and absorb Jakarta’s fascinating history,
partly shaped by the remarkable people who have been laid
to rest here, and whose tombstones can still be admired.
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day when the owner was ill and lying in bed. He thought the rise
in temperature was due to having caught a serious fever, until
his roommates -with flushed faces- came to inform him that
the engine was not working. Misfortune never comes singly; the
machine waited to break down until the personnel of the central
power supplying company had left at the end of the day to go
home. Then there was an urgent message to the engineer, who
-far from home- was playing a tennis game. But they were able
to find him and thanks to his powers of persuasion he quickly
got the engine working again; the greenhouse quickly returned
to a lovely dream... a cool house in a tropical country.

Van Garderen’s house still stood in 1995. Unfortunately, like
so many other ‘protected” houses in Menteng it has since been
demolished, around 2012.
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NILLMI]J career Van Garderen

Bruinis Dirk Willem Jan (Wim) van Garderen had an
impressive career at the insurance and annuity company
NILLMIJ. Having arrived in the Indies in 1904 as an officer
of the Engineering Corps, he quit his army career in 1906
when his father-in-law Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik introduced
him to an acquaintance at NILLMI]J. The career prospects in
the banking and insurance business were much better. He
retrained himself and passed his actuary exam while already
deployed at the NILLMI]J office in 1906.

Batavia (Weltevreden)
1012. Ocbouw NILLMY te Noordwijk

‘,- ’
S W

T

The NILLMIJ headoffice on Noordwijk (Jalan Juanda) in Batavia, on
a Tio Tek Hong postcard from the 1910s.

I “«L’

Van Garderen became Deputy Director in 1912, three years
after the company moved its offices from Batavia Benedenstad
(Kota) to the new premises on Noordwijk (Jalan Juanda),
designed by renowned architect P.A.J. Moojen. Seven years
later in 1919 Wim van Garderen became Director, a position
which he held until his death his 1943, although since 1935 as
Delegated Director in the Netherlands.
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Announcement in the Nieuws van
den Dag voor Nederlandsch Indié of
25 September 1919 of Van Garderen’s
appointment as Director of NILLMIJ.
Due to its two headquarters (Batavia
and Den Haag) the company always
had two equal Directors.

COlI DELPHI

Al NILLMIJ personnel in Batavia in 1909. Van Garderen sits on the chair second from right.

I )-1 LLMIJ (). T Use

During his tenure as director Van Garderen was very much
loved by his colleagues. When his final departure for the
Netherlands at the end of 1934 was announced, an event
was held on the same day that NILLMIJ celebrated its 75th
anniversary. The Bataviaasch Nieuwsblad wrote: “Van
Garderen departs the Indies for good. His departure will not only
be felt in the building on Noordwijk. He belongs to the very best
shoot of the Dutch stem. A distinctive businessman, a deeply
knowledgeable philanthropist, a one in a million colleague and
friend. We will deeply honor him”.

For Van Garderen’s departure, all of his colleagues in Batavia
created a unique booklet with photos and signatures of all
135 employees of the headoffice, a diverse mix of Dutch, Indo-
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European and Indonesian people, several women too, which
provides an interesting insight into the composition of a
corporate company in the 1930s.

Besides his NILLMIJ directorship, Wim van Garderen
had countless additional functions outside the insurance
company. He was a member of the Board of Directors of De
Javasche Bank (now Bank Indonesia), chairman of the council
of trustees of the Parapatan Weezengesticht (Parapatan
Orphanage Institute), a member of the board of Protestant
Churches in the Dutch East Indies, chairman of the Board
of Directors of the Civil Pension Funds, and founder and
chairman of the Mortgage Association in Batavia. Heregularly
wrote articles in magazines and professional journals.
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Wim van Garderen in his
director’s office at the
NILLMIJ headquarters on
Noordwijk in Batavia in 1926.
The photographer as well

as the person on the left are
unknown. Upon his final
return to the capital in 1932
Van Garderen had arranged for
this room to be airconditioned
too, like his house at the

Madoeraweg.

In 1930 he was decorated as Ridder in de Orde van de on a vessel for Europe. After his final departure from the
Nederlandsche Leeuw (Knight of the Order of the Netherlands Indies in 1935 he again travelled eastwards to Holland. First
Lion) by Queen Wilhelmina. to Manila (Philippines) where his daughter Benny would

marry, then he continued the trip to Japan, the United States
Van Garderen also liked to travel. He conducted many sea and via Paramaribo (Surinam, South America) back to the
voyages in his life. When on home leave to the Netherlands, Netherlands. Van Garderen travelled for three months.
for example in 1917 to visit his two eldest children and his wife
who were all overseas, he made a detour via various continents Wim van Garderen remained NILLMIJ director in the
to be able to see other parts of the world. The trip in 1917 Netherlands until his sudden passing in November 1943. He
took him to Singapore, Hong Kong, San Francisco and New remarried in 1938, and spent most of his free weekends and
York. He enjoyed travelling by boat, and in the United States holidays in his own windmill in Warmond, close to Leiden.

he took the train across from west to east, before embarking
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marks the end of three decades of research into my

family’s history and that of Tanah Abang. Fascinating,
time consuming, sometimes exhausting, always exciting.
I have learned so much through this entire journey. This
experience has been enriched by the numerous people I have
encountered during this time.

The publication of 250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA also

This book could never have been realized without the wealth
of information I obtained from talking to my grandmother
Welly Verbeek Wolthuys-van Garderen (1905-1991). It felt at
times like a race against the clock as she was well into her 80s
when as a teenager I became interested in the family’s history
in Tanah Abang. However she provided me with historical
details about the family’s estate and her childhood in Tanah
Abang. I also treasure the ninety minutes of audio of my
grandmother in 1986 which was recorded by my uncle Ton
Audretsch (1929-2018). During my research for the book I often
referred back to this audiotape to verify facts, and it frequently
provided answers to mysteries and burning questions.

250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA would be visually less attractive
if Scott Merrillees had not kindly provided 22 historic Tanah
Abang photos and postcards from his own precious and
impressive collection to use in this book, some of which date
back as far as the 1860s. Not only do Scott and I both share an
almost fanatic passion for researching Jakarta’s history, over
the years we have become close friends. Scott has taught me
the finer details of how to prepare for writing a book and the
process of book writing and publishing. Besides he has kindly
edited this book for content. Scott and I continuously assist
each other insolving historical Jakarta mysteries, translations
of nineteenth century newspaper articles, and discovering
forgotten gems of the past. This goes from daily messages to
deeper contemplations and conversations when we meet each
other in Australia and in Indonesia, sometimes even when
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With Scott
Merrillees
during one

of our many
historic walks
il inJakarta.

standing together on the summit of Java’s majestic mountains.
Tam very grateful that I can always reach out to someone like
Scott with a similar level of passion and obsessiveness.

A sincere thanks to the late Father Adolf Heuken SJ (1929-
2019), who made the effort to edit the draft of this book and
provided me with valuable recommendations, while he was
strugglingwith his health. Father Heuken was the connoisseur
and nestor of Jakarta'’s history. Not only did he provide us with
invaluable information about the history of the city through
his own books, but as Father Heuken himself arrived in
Jakarta in 1963 he had seen the city changing dramatically
and he generously shared his experiences with everyone
who wanted to learn. I will cherish the wine and cheese
evenings and dinners at Bruschetta with him and Scott, and
the inspirational conversations the three of us had during
these events about the history of Jakarta and the efforts we
thought were needed to do a better job in preserving valuable
historical assets. Father Heuken, his kindness and also his
graciousness will be truly missed and Jakarta is not the same
with him no longer being around.
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Willem Albert (Wim)
de Nijs Bik, with his
two children Rudolf
_ or Rudy (1925-1999)
and Irma (1929-2003).
Photo taken in 1930
at the Tjikandi Ilir
rubber plantation,
only a few months
before the fatal tiger
- attack

X-ray and Radiology) and Dr. Hiltermann (Dr. F.J. Hiltermann,
surgeon) meanwhile had been informed of the case. I then took
a taxi to Tjikandi to pick up Reina and the children and we also
made our way to Weltevreden.

At half past three in the afternoon Wim was driven into Tjikini
(Tjikini/Cikini hospital) and he was able to tell the doctors
the whole story, after which the operation began. After the
surgery, Wim immediately recovered, but had become wild and
unmanageable due to the terrible pains the poor fellow had
to endure. When I arrived with Her (Her Verbeek Wolthuys,
grandfather of the author) at the hospital at six o'clock to hear
moredetails, we heard him screamingvery loudly: “Iam in pain,
doctor I am in pain!”. With injections, doctors Hiltermann and
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Palthe (Dr. P.M. van Wulfften Palthe, neurologist) put Wim to
sleep. The doctors had grave doubts, were afraid of infections.
The tiger had given Wim such a blow that the skull above the
right ear was totally smashed, exposing the Cerebellum (brains).
When I went home on Saturday evening at eight (3 January), the
situation was unchanged, but indeed remained very serious. At
half past nine we were summoned to the hospital because the
pulse suddenly dropped and at half past ten our brave Wim
passed away peacefully.

What we all had to experience in the hospital room,
especially from Jeantje (Jeanne), who did not want to
believe that Pie (pet name of Wim) was no longer there,
no Wim, that cannot be described on paper. Thanks to
the presence of Dr. Siebert, to whom we all owe a lot of
gratitude, fortunately Jeanne has accepted what happened.

We refused to allow her to see Wim for the last time in the coffin,
because after death the blood-shot brains collapsed and so Wim
was basically lying in a bath of blood. So we thought we should
do this to spare Jeanne. She then asked if she could take part in
the interment, to which we agreed. A minister spoke comforting
words at the open grave, the interest was enormous, his friends
and colleagues had come from far and near, while the grave
was covered with numerous wreaths.

Wim has been buried with Papa and Mama Bik (Pieter Albert
and Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs Bik-Butin Bik). At the end of the
funeral, Jeanne stood at the portico of the cemetery (Kebon
Jahe cemetery in Tanah Abang, or Taman Prasasti) and one
by one thanked and addressed everyone who had participated,
as far as she thought this was necessary. For example, she told
Jo Willemse that she thought it was extremely sympathetic of
him that he had paid Wim the last honors. How courageous our
Jeanne was.

The Elbersen (Elbers family, owners of rubber plantation
Tjikandi Ilir) are very dear to her and will not leave her side.
How it will all be financially arranged for Jeanne and the two
children is still under negotiation. And hence, in the course of
only three days, life was taken away from two young people, my
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The book contains 56 photos taken by A.N.J. (Jan) Thomassen
a Thuessink Van der Hoop and Mohamed Ali during their
survey of Batavia between 1937 and 1941. This collection of
unique photographs is currently under the management
of Pusat Dokumentasi Arsitektur (PDA) in Jakarta. This
independentinstitute, which contributestothe understanding
and preservation of Jakarta’s historic architecture, has been
helpful in providing access and facilities to these photos. I
want to specifically mention Ria Febrian, Nadia Purwestriand
Eko Mauladi, whose patience and generosity have not only
smoothed the process of scanning and obtaining the Tanah
Abang related pictures of the Van der Hoop and Ali collection
for this book, but their always heartwarming hospitality at
their offices in Tebet also deserves a mention here.

Some of the Van der Hoop and Ali photos related to Tanah
Abang that were sadly lost over the past decades due to the
frequent change of management of this collection before
it arrived at PDA are luckily still in the collection of Robert
Voskuil in the Netherlands. In the late 1980s Robert was the
first to recognize the importance of the Van der Hoop/Ali
collection, many of which he published in his book “Batavia
Beeld van een Stad” in 1989. Without any hesitation Robert
kindly provided scans of the Tanah Abang photos in his
collection for use in this book.
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The wonderful late 1930s atmospheric and personal photos of
long term Tanah Abang resident Frits van Exter (1889-1945)
are a true gem in this book. I am very thankful to Frits’ great-
granddaughter Maaike van Exter who reached out to me and
kindly provided permission to use Frits’ photographs. These
show a different perspective of Tanah Abang than the usual
historical pictures do.

Bernadette Muljohardjo’s great-grandfather Lim Tiang Hoey
(1862-1925) was a business colleague of my great-great-
grandfather Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (1858-1920) and they
lived opposite each other on Tanah Abang Heuvel from the
1890s onwards. Bernadette has kindly provided her family
pictures for use in this book.

Sincere thanks to my cousins Jen and Peter Audretsch who
have unearthed many forgotten Tanah Abang photos in their
basements in Canada. It was just before the closing deadline
of this book that they discovered a 1925 photo album with the
unique pictures of the Mount Gede and Mount Pangrango
climb, which we had thought were lost long ago.

My gratitude also goes to my cousin Jogchum Pel who collected
somany lovely and valuable photos of his grandmother Benny
van Garderen for this book. Jogchum also provided many of
the unique NILLMIJ photos of our great-grandfather Wim van
Garderen. A special mention to Jogchum’s late wife Wendy
(1973-2015), a wonderful woman and exemplary mother,
whom we will cherish forever in our hearts.

The Tanah Abang woodcarving from the 1780s has been in
the possession of the Rijksmuseum in the Netherlands since
1967 and is currently stored in a highly secured art depot in
the town of Lelystad. Thanks to the persistence of Carel Prins
and Marian Prins-van Garderen (granddaughter of Wim van
Garderen) they gained access to the otherwise closed depot
and took pictures of this woodcarving which had not seen
daylight for the past 50 years.

Thanks to Raditya Darian Suryahutama of Jakarta who kindly
explored various areas of Jakarta with his high-tech drone
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oldest sister and my youngest brother, isn’t that dreadful Wim? I
am crushed but will try to keep my head high for the sake of my
dear wife and children. Iwill try to forget all troubles, but on the
other hand I have experienced too much personally in regard to
brother Wim's passing. Anyway, enough about that.

Wim, I asked you to organise wreaths as a final floral tribute to
Lientje (Caroline van Garderen-de Nijs Bik); may I hear from
you what I owe you for that? And you, dear Benny (Benny van
Garderen, youngest daughter of Wim and Caroline), if Daddy is
too busy with activities, could you please let us hear from you?
Please keep well; it won't take long before Sister (Welly Verbeek
Wolthuys-van Garderen, eldest daughter of Wim and Caroline)
and the children will be with you. All the best, and please accept
many greetings from Reina (Reina de Perez Bik-Reints Bok, wife
of Pierre), Papa and Mama Bok (parents of Reina), Edu and
Milly (children of Pierre and Reina), and lots of love from
Pierre

Close up of the Bik tombstone in Taman Prasasti (Tanah Abang,
Jakarta) with written underneath “Rest in peace dear beloved
father”.
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\ De Bantamsche tijger. ‘

Taniopzijn desa aan-
gevallen en gedood.
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1

3January 1931, the same tiger
had also killed a villager before
fatally attacking Wim de Nijs
Bik. For nearly two months,
many newspapers in the
Netherlands and in the Indies

. published articles about this

double tragedy. This article
in De Indische Courant of

21 January 1931 tells about a
farmer called Djamin, former
head of the desa (village)
Parakan. He was harvesting
ripe padiin his rice-field

- when he was attacked by the

tiger. His nine-year-old son

. thought his dad was attacked

by a horse, having never seen
a tiger before, but upon arrival
shocklingly found his dad in a
pool of blood. This article also
explains why field police had
already arrived immediately
after De Nijs Bik had been
attacked. The assistant wedana
(district chief) had called for
help. The carbines of the field
police were too light to kill
the tiger, as it growled but
keptwalking. Later, heavier
guns successfully killed the

- beast who, according to other

newspaper articles, measured
2.50 x 0.90 meters. The
population of the Javan tiger
dramatically declined after
Indonesia’s independence,
and the species was officially

. declared extinctin 1978.
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to take striking views of Pondok Gede and Tanah Abang, in
order to compare them with historical aerial views.

Also thanks to Marja Zwaagstra-Pel in Calgary, Mrs. J.L.N.
Arnold Bik-Pelkman, Mrs. Attie Stoetzer-Augustijn, Kal
Muller, Max de Bruijn, Kees de Ruiter, Geoff Plumb, Raditya
Darian Suryahutama and Leonie Herbes-de Nijs Bik for
providing photos, to HenriBikin France for his ongoing help in
providing Bik family tree facts and data, and to Ade Purnama
of Sahabat Museum in Jakarta who was always available to
organize access to buildings and sites in Tanah Abang when
there was research to do and whose Plesiran Tempo Doeloe
tours in Jakarta are always a pleasure to join.

During the
Plesiran
Tempo
Doeloe tour
in Tanah
Abang,

4 2015.

This book could not have been realized without the use of
pictures, maps and visuals from the collections of various
archives in the world: Leiden University, Nationaal Archief,
Rijksmuseum, Nationaal Museum Voor Wereldculturen,
Netherlands Institute for Sound and Vision, Indies magazine
Moesson, the University of Massachusetts Amherst, the
National Library of Australia, Kompas and Tempo.

The historical research of this book has been enriched by the
availability of the Dutch newspaper archive Delpher. This
website is not only a goldmine for historical information, but
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it has taken historical research of the Netherlands and the
Dutch East Indies to the next level. Delpher is an initiative
of the Royal Library in Den Haag in partnership with four
leading universities in the Netherlands. It currently provides
access to more than eight million digitized Dutch newspaper
pages from 1618 to 1995. Delpher is extremely valuable for
verifying and confirming facts and has provided me with a
wealth of previously unknown information about Tanah
Abang, my family and my great-great-grandfather’s time as a
member of the Batavia City Council.

To write a book in English as a native Dutch speaker requires a
skilled professional editor. I could not have wished for a better
editor and proofreader than Toni Pollard of Sydney, Australia.
It has really helped that Toni knows Indonesia and its history,
and besides that she is also fluent in Bahasa Indonesia.

As a newbie to writing and publishing books I am grateful
for the help and advice provided by Mark Hanusz of Hanusz
Publishing LLC in Toledo, Ohio. As a former resident and
publisher in Jakarta, Mark’s experience has really smoothed
the launch of the book.

Thanks to my lifetime friend and blood brother Thomas
Siahaya of the Netherlands who has designed and developed
the Lost Jakarta website (www.lostjakarta.com), and who
is always available for asked and unasked assistance in the
areas of marketing, promotion and social media.

Kees Jan Sloff of Molotov Grafische Vormgeving in the
Netherlands has conducted various design and editing work
for this book. His passion for history, traffic and typography
has really contributed to the visual quality of this book.

Last but not least thanks to Nancy, Marit, Bo and Miles for
their ongoing patience when I was too obsessed and drowned
in writing, and their constant willingness to listen while
I probably often talked too much about Tanah Abang and
Jakarta’s history.
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A 1928 map of a part of West Java, indicating the site of the tiger attack on Willem Albert (Wim) de Nijs Bik on 3 January 1931. After the attack, Wim was first rushed

to a doctor in Serang (30 kms west of Tjikandi Ilir), then transported to Tjikini hospital in Batavia which was 85 kms east of Serang. The tiger attack took place in a
rice field between the villages of Kopo and Madja (Maja), 15 kms south of the rubber plantation Tjikandi Ilir (Cikande Hilir) where Wim was administrator.
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More than 200 years ago the Bik family left the Netherlands and
crossed oceans to seek a new life in the Dutch East Indies, now
Indonesia. They were draughtsmen, artists, and government
officials, and eventually wealthy landowners. Tanah Abang, the
area of Batavia (now Jakarta) where they settled, is an intrinsic
part of their story.

250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA is for those who love Jakarta’s
history and are searching for its lost past. It describes the
adventures and tragedies of a Dutch family in colonial Jakarta,
with emphasis on the family’s prominent and influential
presence in Tanah Abang. While 98% of the historic buildings of
Tanah Abang sadly no longer exist today, the many unique and
never before published pictures in this book not only provide
a glimpse into a bygone era, but also give the history of Tanah
Abang and Jakarta a deeply personal perspective.

Sven Verbeek Wolthuys (1968), a direct descendant of the Bik
family, has been researching Jakarta’s history for over 30 years.
In this book he has brought together a vibrant mix of his family’s
stories and pictures, from the arrival of his very first ancestor in
Batavia in 1776 to the current remnants of his family, the few
dozen Bik tombstones still found in and around Jakarta today.
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Jakarta’s first airconditioned house

When Wim van Garderen returned to Batavia in November
1932, he struggled to re-acclimatize to the city that he had
so much loved since he had first arrived in 1904. He had lost
his beloved wife Caroline van Garderen-de Nijs Bik (see page
206) and the house with so many memories at Tanah Abang
Heuvel was still his but rented out. Wim had an agreement
with NILLMIJ co-director L.J. Harmsen to alternate the
directorship between the two of them: two years in Batavia,
two years in Den Haag (the Netherlands). And thus it was
Wim’s turn to head the Batavia branch in 1933 and 1934.
Although Wim van Garderen had no health issues at the time
he always struggled with the tropical heat and humidity, and
even during his happier years in the 1910s and 1920s spent
most weekends in the cooler Poentjak mountain area in the
Mea Vota holiday home (see Appendix 2 pages 302-305).

With his daughter Benny (1909-1990) Wim decided to live in
the new district of Menteng in a much more modest single
level house along the Madoeraweg (Jalan Moh. Yamin).
Construction had just finished and it was ready for its first
resident. Via friends in the United States Wim had heard about
a new technique called 'airconditioning'. Could this work in
a new Menteng home that was entirely enclosed, and had no
open galleries like the old Indies homes?

Airconditioning was inventedin 1902, butnot commercialized
until the late 1920s when it became popular in American
cinemas. The White House in Washington had its first
airconditioned rooms in 1930. In the Indies it was still at an
experimental stage in 1932 and 1933. Newspapers did not
mention anything about airconditioning until the second half
of 1934, and it was only in March 1935 that the government
had set up a Laboratory for Technical Hygiene and Sanitation
which focused most of its research on airconditioning.

In 1932 Van Garderen’s house at Madoeraweg 43 became
the first house in Batavia with airconditioning. It was
revolutionary at the time. A very large so-called 'water tower'
as the outdoor unit had to be installed in the back garden and
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The back garden of Madoeraweg 43 in 1933 with Benny van
Garderen and the large airconditioning outdoor unit, called the
'water tower'. The house at the backis located on Indramajoeweg

(Jalan Indramayu).

it must have made a lot of noise in a residential area where
the houses stood much closer to each other than in traditional
nineteenth century districts like Kebon Sirih, Salemba and
Tanah Abang.

The airconditioned house at Madoeraweg 43 was given the
appropriate name of Svalbard. Svalbard, until 1925 known
by its Dutch name Spitsbergen, is a Norwegian archipelago
in the Arctic Ocean, halfway between continental Norway
and the North Pole at a latitude of between 74° and 81° north.
How advanced Van Garderen was with his airconditioned
home in 1932, becomes clear when we compare it with
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when other buildings and facilities in the Indies introduced
airconditioning. The Deli tobacco industry started to ship
tobacco in airconditioned containers in 1935, the State
Railways introduced airconditioned wagons in 1938. The
first store with airconditioning was the Java Stores branch
in Soerabaja, also in 1938, the same year in which the newly
opened NIROM radio studios along Koningsplein West got
airconditioning. The Astoria along Sluisbrugstraat (Jalan
Pintu Air) was the first airconditioned cinema in the capital
in 1939, and the first rooms in Paleis Koningsplein (Istana
Merdeka) were artificially cooled in 1940. Tourists and other
visitors had to wait much longer. The first hotel in Jakarta with
airconditioning was Hotel Indonesia in 1962 (!).

An interesting article in a Dutch magazine in 1934 mentions
Van Garderen’s experience with airconditioning:

Benny van
Garderen and her
2 cousin Jeannette
Rosalie (Zus)
Dersjant (1915-
1998) in front

of the house at
Madoeraweg 43
in 1933. Photo
by Wim van
Garderen.
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The two cousins cycling on the Madoeraweg in 1933. The
photographer, Wim van Garderen, is looking westwards. On the
other side of the canal is the Grisseeweg (Jalan Sutan Syahrir). The
houses along these roads were only a few years old when this photo
was taken.

The wonders of technology, and its questionable side

Nowadays in the Dutch East Indies, they have catered to
the more unpleasant side effects of living in a warm tropical
country, so that there are now automatically cooled homes.
They are obviously built in a quite different way from the
ordinary Indies homes, which are open as much as possible.
The cooled house has closed glass doors and windows, which
are all tightly locked, in order not to increase the temperature
in the frigidaire. The system works beautifully.

The director of a large company in Batavia has such a cooled
villa: a place of comfort for the residents and for those who
come to visit. They leave the heat and the mosquitoes outside,
entering a house where the Dutch temperature prevails, and
where in the cool environment they can work, eat and drink,
play bridge and sleep in a delightful way.

But what happened in this house recently, a reader writes to
us: all its delights were wiped out at a stroke, when the electric
motor all of a sudden refused to work. And that happened on a
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Old and new street names in Tanah Abang

When street names are described in this book we have
represented them with the name as it was known at the time
of description or at the time of the accompanying photo of
this street. This has been done in order to be accurate and
historically correct. At every first mention of a street name,
and on every map in this book, we have included the current
street name in brackets. The map on page 325 provides an
overview of the development of the most important streets in
Tanah Abang and their names throughout the past centuries.

Similarly, we have used the city name as it was commonly
known and internationally recognized at the time of the
respective text, photo, postcard, drawing or map. That is,
Batavia until 1942, Batavia/Djakarta between 1942 and 1949,
Djakarta between 1949 and 1972, and Jakarta as from 1972.

Street names in Jakarta have changed frequently, and this can
be confusing to anyone who is not familiar with the history
of the city and the historical context of these changes. Some
streetname changesalreadytookplace duringthe colonial era.
For example the main road between Rijswijkstraat (now Jalan
Majapahit) and Pasar Tanah Abang was called Bingamsweg
in the second half of the seventeenth century. For most of the
eighteenth century it was known as Weg van Tanna Abang
(Road of Tanah Abang), then in the first half of the nineteenth
century the road was presented on maps as Weg naar Tanah
Abang (Road to Tanah Abang), or simply Tanah Abang, before
it was officially known as Tanah Abang West from around
1880. At the same time the stretch of this road between Kebon
Sirih and Pasar Tanah Abang obtained its own name around
1880: Tanah Abang Heuvel (Tanah Abang Hill) later Jalan
Tanah Abang Bukit and now Jalan Fachrudin.

During World War II the Japanese gave Japanese names to
some streets in Batavia/Djakarta, but this was mostly limited
to major thoroughfares. It is not known whether any of the
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streets in Tanah Abang obtained a Japanese name during the
years of occupation. Street names with Dutch descriptions
were literally translated into their Indonesian equivalent (for
example Tanah Abang West became Tanah Abang Barat) but
not consistently and street signs were not always replaced.
When the Dutch regained control over the city in 1946 those
streets that had been given Indonesian or Japanese names
changed back in their (Dutch) colonial names.

After the international recognition of Indonesia's
independence and subsequent transfer of sovereignty on 27
December 1949 street names changed gradually to Indonesian
names, although often literally translated at first. For example
Laan de Riemer became Djalan de Riemer in January 1950
before changing to Djalan Tanah Abang 3 by October 1950.
Tanah Abang West had officially become Djalan Tanah Abang
Barat in January 1950. Around 1965 the name changed again,
this time to Djalan Abdul Muis after the Indonesian writer,
journalist and nationalist Abdul Muis (1886-1959). With the
spelling change in 1972 the street name obtained its current
name Jalan Abdul Muis. Hence this important road in Tanah
Abang has had eight different names since it was constructed.

A number of side streets in Tanah Abang had the status of
gang (alley, narrow road) in colonial days. During a city wide
change in October 1933 these gangs obtained the official
status of 'weg' (road), for example Gang Scott (now Jalan
Budi Kemuliaan) became Scottweg, Gang Thomas (now Jalan
Tanah Abang 5) was changed to Thomasweg. Then there
are also roads in Tanah Abang that have disappeared, for
example Karetweg or Jalan Karet south of Pasar Tanah Abang,
or new roads have been constructed that did not exist before.
The current Jalan Mas Mansyur, which connects Cideng with
Bendungan Hilir, and is now the most important north-south
connection in Tanah Abang, was only constructed in the late
twentieth century.





OEBPS/images/0_Page_311.jpg
250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

Tjidengweg West | Jalan Cideng Barat

known as:
- Tjidengwe;
- Djalan a

known as:

Laan Trivelli| Jalan Tanah Abang 2

known as:

- Laan Trivelli (ca 1910-1949)

- Djalan Trivelli (1942-1950)

- Da{:JnanTanahAbug 2(1950-1972)
Jalan Tanah Abang 2 (1972-now)

Laan de Riemer| Jalan Tanah Abang 3

known as:

- Laan de Riemer (ca 1890s-1949)

- Djalan de Riemer (1942-1950)

- Djalan Tanah Abang 3 (1950-1972)
- Jalan Tanah Abang 3 (1972-now)

known as:

~Jalan Cideng Barat (1972-now)

‘ Tjidengweg Oost | Jalan Cideng Timur

~Tjidengweg Oost (1928-1949)
- Djalan Tjideng Timoer /Timur (1942-1972)
~Jalan Cideng Timur (1972 now

Westerpark | Jalan Taman Tanah Abang 3

West (1928-1949)
leng Barat (1942-1972)

known as:

~Westerpark (1933-1950)
* Dialan Toman Tunah Abang 1950-1972)

an Taman'

Abang3 (1972-now)

- Laan de Bruin Kops | Jalan Tanah Abang 4

known as:

- Gang Bruin Kops (ca 1860s-1906)
Laan de Bruin Kops (1907-1949)

- Djalan de Bruyn Kops (1942-1950,
- Djalan Tanah Abang 4 (19501972
- Jalan Tanah Abang 4 (1972-now)

Thomasweg | Jalan Tanah Abang 5

known as:

- Gang Thomas (ca 1869-1933)
~Thomasweg (1933-1949)

- Djalan Thoras (1942-1950)

- Djalan Tanah Abang 5 (1950-1972)
~Jalan Tanah Abang 5 (1972-now)

K
Djati Baroeweg | Jalan Jatibaru | 2
| |
+ o koo : il
~Gang Diati Baroe (ca 1870.1933)
- Djati Baroeweg/Baruweg (1933-1949)
| ﬂBme/Eam(lSAZ 1972)
| mJnu 1 (1972-n0w)
| 4 —|
Djati Petamboeran | Jalan Aipda KS Tubun
known as: pARK

- Weg van Paal Merah naar Tanah Abang (ca 1840-ca 1880)
i (ca 1880-ca 1930)
Djati Petamboeran/Petamburan (ca 1930-1949)
" Djalan Djat Petamboeran/Petamburan (1942 1972)
- Jalan Jati Petamburan (1972-ca 1980
Jalan Aipda KS Tubun (ca 1980-now]

[

Djembatan Tinggiweg | Jalan Jembatan Tinggi

known as:
- Gang Djati Baroe (ca 1917-ca 1930)
1930-1949)

inggi (1942-1973)
*Jolan Tembatan Tinggi (1972-n0w)

Kerkhoflaan | Jalan Tanah Abang 1

~Kerkhoflaan (ca 1860s-1949)

- Djalan Kerkhof (1942-1950)
- Djalan Tanah Abang 1 (1950-1972)
-Jalan Tanah Abang 1 (1972-now)

Rijswijkstraat | Jalan Majapahit

known as:
jswijk or Fransche Buurt (ca 1820s-1900)
jswijkstraat (1901-1949)
- Djalan Harmonie (1942-1950)
Dithn Madjapahit (1950-1972)
lan Majapahit (1972-now)

Kebon Djatiweg | Jalan Kebon Jati

known as:

- Tanah Abang Heuvel (ca 1880-ca 1930)
- Kebon Djatiweg (ca 1930-1949)

- Djalan Kebon Djati (1942-1972)

- Jalan Kebon Jati (1972-now)
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Tanah Abang West | Jalan Abdul Muis

also known as:
- Bingamsweg (ca 1650-ca 1700)
- Wegvan Tanna Abang (ca 1700-ca 1800)
- Weg naar Tanah Abang (ca 1800-ca 1850)*
- Tanah Abang (ca 1810-ca 1880) *
- Tanah Abang West (ca 1880-1949)
= D]ahm Tonah Absis Rarat (1942-ca 1965)
jalan Abdul Muis (ca 1965-1972)
Abdul Muis (1972-now)

*) also spelled Tanna Abang, Tana Abang, Tenabang, Tanabang

-
Koningsplein | Medan Merdeka
known as:
- - Buffelsveld (ca. 1650-1809)
= - Champ de Mars (1809-1816)
- Koningsplein (1816-1942)
- Lapangan Ikada (1942-1945)
N X - Lapangan Gambir (1945-1949)

Koni in - Medan Merdeka (1949-now)
Tanah Abang Oost | Jalan Tanah Abang Timur
known as: . ;

- Tanah Abang Oostzijde (ca 1860
Pass Gambe-are - Tanah Abang Stille Zijde (ca 1860-ca 1880)
- Tanah Abang Oost (ca 1880-1949)
- Djalan Tana.g Abang Timoer/Timur (ca 1942-1972)
o - Jalan Tanah Abang Timur (1972-now)

Scottweg | Jalan Budi Kemuliaan

known as:

- GangScott (ca 18405-1933)
Scottweg (1933-1949)
Djalan Scott (1942-1350)
Djalan Budi Kemuliaan (1950-1972)
Jalan Budi Kemuliaan (1972-now)

Kebon Sirih | Jalan Kebon Sirih

known as:

~Kebon Sirih (ca 1857-ca 1960)

- Djalan Kebon Sirih (ca 1960-1972)
- Jalan Kebon Sirih (1972-now)

Tanah Abang Heuvel | Jalan Fachrudin

known as:
- Bingamshoogte (ca 1650-ca 1700)
- partof Tanah Abang West until ca 1880
- Tanah Abang Heuvel (ca 1880-1949)
- Dfslans aals bang Boekit/Buidt (1942.1972)
Fachrudin (1972-now) *

-) also spelled as Fakhrudin

[

l' Oude Tamarindelaan | Jalan KH Wahid Hasyim

known as:
- Weg van Weltevreede naar Tanna Abang (ca 1790s)
- Kampong Lima or Kampoeng Lima (ca 1850- ca 1920)
- Oude Tamarindelaan (ca 1920-1949)
- Djalan Asem Lama (1942-ca 1965)
Djalan KH Wahid Hasyim (ca 1965-1972)
= rsim KH Wahid Hasyim (1972-now)
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Overview of the most relevant
names, locations and terms in
this book. Old and new street
names are cross-referenced.

A

Affara 18,19
airconditioning 178, 203, 212, 213, 214
Alatas, Said Abdullah Bin Aloei 44, 148,
149, 196, 248
See also Museum Tekstil
Albert de Bary, Bank H. 231
Alfoer 18,19
Alhady, Ahmad Fahmy 249
See also Tanamur
Ali, Mohamed 155, 178, 184, 335
Al-Musawi family 148
See also Museum Tekstil
Ambon 22
Amsterdamsche Poort (Amsterdam Gate)
130, 131
Anak Agung Gde Ngurah Karangasem 59
ANETA 204, 205
Angke (or Angkee) 31,33
Api, Gunung/Mount 19
Arnold Bik, Adrianus Johannes Emanuel
14,18
Arnold Bik, Anna Josepha 275
Arnold Bik family 10, 14, 18, 120, 275, 336
Arnold Bik, Robert 120, 275
Arnold, Jan Willem 20
Ar-Rohah mosque 42, 49, 168, 258, 267
Arsip Nasional, Gedung (National
Archives) 26
Aru (Aroe) 16, 17,18, 19, 23
AtiSoetji 145, 175
See also Hati Suci
Ati Soetjiweg 145, 175, 177
See also Jalan Hati Suci
Augustein, Mr. 295
AURI (Angkatan Udara, Indonesian Air
Force) 10, 233, 238, 239, 245

B

Bakker, Mrs. Agatha 236

See also NTWA Hotel

Bakounine, M. de 68

Balai Pendidikan dan Pengadjaran Islam
195

Balfour van Burleigh, Maria Louise 281

Banda Neira 19

Bandung (Bandoeng) 56, 147, 224

Bangkong (internment camp) 224

banjir (flood) 53, 78, 127, 128, 136, 148,
156, 192, 193, 194, 195, 240, 247,
251,322

Bank Indonesia 83, 155, 217, 227, 228, 230,
231
See also Javasche Bank, De

Bank Mandiri 146, 173, 178, 254, 261

Banten (Bantam) 16, 21, 33

Bas & Co, De 174

Bataviaasche Jacht Club (Batavia Yacht
Club) 292

Bataviaasche Schutterij (Citizen Militia)
65, 66, 279

Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en
Wetenschappen (Batavia Society
of Arts and Sciences) 20, 21, 35,
112, 155

Batavia Benedenstad 32, 37, 41, 45, 128,
178, 216, 230, 248
See also Jakarta Kota

Batavia City Council 61, 66, 72, 73, 78, 79,
81, 133, 135, 137, 281, 286

Batavia Dierentuin (Batavia Zoo) 58, 129,
130, 285, 295

batik 4, 20, 73, 82, 140, 141, 144, 177, 248,
281,322

batik bang bangan 4, 140

batik cap (batik tjap) 140

batik mengkudu red 140, 141

batik tulis 140, 322

batik ulos 248

Berckel Bik, Carolina Elisabeth Dina van
120, 121, 275

Berckel Bik, family Van 10, 24, 27, 66, 120,
121, 275

Berckel Bik, Maria Josefina van 275

Berckel Bik, Wijnand Willemvan 24, 27,
66, 120, 275

Bijl, Mr. D. 226, 230

Bik, Adrianus 14, 18

Bik, Adrianus Johannes 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 108, 273

Bik, Bruno 23, 315, 316, 317

Bik, Bruno Theodorus 315

Bik, Charlotte Jeannette Francoise 316

Bik-du Puy, Catharina Maria Elisabeth 317
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Bik, Elisabeth Charlotte Catharina 315
Bik en Arnold Dubbel 20

Bik en Arnoldkade 20

Bik, Jan 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 120, 203

Bik, Jan Martinus 66, 316

Bik, Jannus Theodorus 10, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21,

22, 23, 24, 31, 40, 61, 65, 203, 273,

279, 283, 299, 314, 315, 317
Bik, Jeannette Maria 120
Bik, Johannes Hendrikus 65, 66
Bikkia flower 23
Bik, Magdalena Catharina 315
Bik, Marguerite Leonie (Guusje) 279, 291,

295
Bik, Maria Albertine 316
Bik, Mathilde Cornelie 316
Bik, Nivina 13, 14
Bik, Petronella Albertina 275
Bik, Pieter Albert 23, 24, 65, 273
Bik’s Eilanden (Islands) 23
Bik, Willem Albert Theodorus 205
Bima 21
Bingam, Phoa 31, 32, 33, 35,48, 182
Bingamsgracht (Bingam's Canal) 32, 33
Bingamshoogte (Bingam's Height) 31, 32,

33

See also Tanah Abang Heuvel
Bingamsweg (Bingam's Road) 33, 324

See also Tanah Abang West;

See also Jalan Abdul Muis
Blankenberg, J.F.L. 170
Bloemenmagazijn Butin Bik 203, 204, 205
Bloys van Treslong Prins, P.C. 169
Bogor 15, 16, 22, 23, 28, 61, 66, 72, 108, 116,

147, 203, 204, 205, 240, 297, 298,

300, 301, 308, 312, 314, 315

See also Buitenzorg
Borneo 24, 65, 110, 283

See also Kalimantan
Botanical Gardens of Buitenzorg 15, 116,

300

See also Kebun Raya Bogor
Botanical Gardens of Tjibodas 300, 312

See also Kebun Raya Cibodas
BPM (Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij)

51, 155, 168
Brandes, Jan Laurens Andries 112
Breen, Mr. H. van 78
Breesaap (IJmuiden) 20, 326
Breton de Nijs, E. 9, 273, 275

See also Nieuwenhuys, Rob
Budi Kemuliaan (Boedi Kemoeliaan) 174
Buitenzorg 15, 16, 22, 23, 28, 61, 66, 72, 108,

116, 147, 203, 204, 205, 240, 297,

298, 300, 301, 308, 312, 314, 315
See also Bogor

bungurtree 99, 293

Burgemeester Bisschopplein 173
See also Taman Suropati

Busenbender & Co 81, 273

Butin Bik, Albert 275, 279, 281, 283

Butin Bik, Bloemenmagazijn 203, 204, 205

Butin Bik, Dorine 203, 205, 275

Butin Bik, Eugenie 275, 315, 317

Butin Bik family 10, 65, 66, 73, 120, 121,
203, 204, 205, 206, 209, 221, 224,
275, 276, 279, 280, 281, 283, 291,
295, 298, 299, 315, 317

Butin Bik, Jeannette Rosalie 65, 66, 73, 121,
206, 209, 221, 224, 275, 276, 280

Butin Bik, Joannis 275

Butin Bik, Max Richard 291

Butin Bik, Rosalie Francoise 205, 275

Butin Bik, Wijnand Willem 204, 221, 275,
279, 291, 295

Butin Bik, Willem 120, 121, 204, 221, 275,
279, 291, 295

Butin, Jeannette 15

Butyn, Willem Frederik 23, 65

C

Camp Lampersari 224
Camp Tjideng (Cideng) 127, 151, 152, 153
Camp Tjimahi (Cimahi) 203
Canne, Chairman/Mayor C. 78
canting 140, 322
See alsotjanting
Capellen, Governor-General Van der 21
Celebes 16, 21
See also Sulawesi
Centramoto 162, 163
Charls & Van Es 65, 73, 77, 86, 87, 89, 90, 91,
92, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 121, 130, 143,
208, 273, 276, 280, 283, 287, 288,
289, 291, 295
Chinese consulate 181, 234, 235
Chung Hua Chi Tuh Chiao Hui 191
Ciampea 40
See also Tjiampea
Cianjur 297, 301, 307
See also Tjiandjoer
Cibeureum 300
See also Tjibeureum
Cibodas 300, 312, 313
See also Tjibodas
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Cideng 10, 127, 133, 151, 152, 153, 155, 156,
197, 198, 254, 271, 324
See also Tjideng
Cikande Hilir 206, 209, 211, 221, 222, 223,
295
See also Tjikandi Ilir
Cikini 148, 206, 209, 211
See also Tjikini
Cilangkap 72, 238
See also Tjilangkap
Cilebut 22, 23, 61, 314
See also Tjileboet
Ciliwung 31, 32,33, 41, 44, 136, 193
See also Tjiliwoeng
Ciluar 22, 23, 61, 314
See also Tjiloear
cinema 194, 214
Cipanas 297, 298, 299, 300, 301, 303, 306,
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4. The burial grounds of Tanah Abang

Panoramic view of the entrance to the Tanah Abang cemetery
in November 1941. Clearly visible are the bricked in seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries' tombstones in the wall on the left side

of the portico. A few cars with their drivers are waiting outside;
they most likely belong to visitors who are inside the cemetery.

View to the right side of the cemetery, where the
Kerkhoflaan continues towards Petodjo. Left of the car
a small shop where cemetery visitors could buy flowers.
Under the portico we see a bike rack with a number of

bicycles parked.
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This aerial photo, taken by Zaenal Efendi, dates from February 1983.
We are looking northeast with the large complex of Pasar Tanah Abang
in the middle and Jalan Kebon Jati running parallel to the right of it.
Beyond the pasar this road continues eastwards as Jalan Kebon Kacang
L. In between the pasar and the kampung at the bottom runs the Krukut
River. The white box and the enlargement shows the site of Tanah Abang
Bukit with the two large two-storey eighteenth century houses with
curved roofs, that were the AURI headquarters, very clearly visible. The
site is still surrounded by large trees dating back to when these houses
were still residential. The left one of the two houses can alsobe seenina |
1941 photo on page 183, the right one on an 1863 photo on page 63. The
road running north in front of the site is Jalan Fachrudin (formerly Jalan
Tanah Abang Bukit).
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The cemetery portico on the inside, with a view to the Kerkhoflaan. Most of the View from the cemetery portico to the east where the Kerkhoflaan continues
bicycles at the front are probably of the well-known Fongers brand, which was towards Petodjo. The plywood ceiling dates back to a major renovation of the
very popular at the time. In the distance the two radio broadcasting towers of portico which took place in 1931.

the NIROM along Koningsplein West (Jalan Medan Merdeka Barat).

Entrance to Taman
Prasastiin 2018.
Compare with the
1941 photo on the
opposite page.
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Daily life on Scottweg 13 (from 1950
onwards Djalan Budi Kemuliaan 13)
in 1948. It is not known who took the
photographs. Clockwise from top left:
- Her Verbeek Wolthuys in the garden
with Mr. Leeck who was also a

¥ NILLMI] resident at this address,

- relaxing in the living room,

- the kokki (cook) in the kitchen
preparing delicious food,

- Welly Verbeek Wolthuys-van
Garderen in the hallway, Her in the
office at the back,

- Her and Welly on the patio.
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A Woodbury & Page photo from the Specht Grijp albums, showing part of the Kebon Jahe cemetery around 1863. The cemetery at the time was less than 70 years
old. The highest structure on the left is the cast iron Gothic style monument, erected in 1855 in honour of Major General Johan Jacob Perié (1788-1853), Commander

of the Military Division of Java. On the right the tallest structure is the monument for L. Launy (1797-1849), see also page 108. Most other tombstones in this picture
date from the 1840s and 1850s. The photo on the opposite page shows the same location but taken from a different angle.
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Clockwise from top left:

- Wim Verbeek Wolthuys on the patio of Scottweg 13 in 1948;

- Wim Verbeek Wolthuys in a jeep in front of De Javasche Bank (Bank Indonesia)
office in Batavia/Djakarta Benedenstad (Jakarta Kota) in 1947;

- Her Verbeek Wolthuys (left) at a reception to farewell NILLMIJ’s deputy director
Mr. D. Bijlin 1951. Next to Her is NILLMIJ director Max de Vries Foltynski (1897-
1979). De Vries Foltynski, a professional football player in the 1920s, already

+ worked for NILLMIJ when Her’s father-in-law Wim van Garderen was director
of the insurance company. De Vries Foltynski became director after World War
11, since Van Garderen’s successor Elfring had sadly passed away during his
internment by the Japanese.
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This Woodbury & Page photo of the Tanah Abang cemetery has probably been taken three to four years after the picture on the opposite page. The number of
tombstones has increased. Still clearly recognizable is the dark tombstone at the front of John Edward Scott Moncrief (1839-1860) with the statue of a reading child

on top. On the right behind it the monument for L. Launy. The tombstone with the kneeling statue dates from 1864 and marks the grave of the children Francois
Eugene (3) and Emile (9) van Slooten. Left of it another Van Slooten tombstone of two three-year old children.
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A letter from Soekarno

Pieter Albert van Garderen (1906-
1973), son of NILLMI]J director Wim van
Garderen, pursued a corporate career in
the finance sector too. After his study in
the Netherlands he returned to Java where
he was employed at De Javasche Bank
(now Bank Indonesia) in Semarang. After
World War II he continued his career at
the bank and eventually became Deputy
Director at the headquarters in Batavia/
Djakarta in August 1950. His official
appointment was approved by President
Soekarno (1900-1970).

A year later, in September 1951, Van
Garderen decided to move to the
Netherlands to become Director of the
Amsterdam branch of the bank which
officially became Bank Indonesia on
1 July 1953. President Soekarno also
replied to his resignation letter (see right)
in which he thanked Van Garderen for
his services to the country. The letter was
co-signed by Minister of Finance Jusuf
Wibisono (1909-1982).

After his career at Bank Indonesia, Van
Garderen became Director of the bank
H. Albert de Bary (which operated as
the Dutch branch of Deutsche Bank),
a position he held from 1958 until his
retirement in 1972. Pieter Albert van
Garderen passed away shortly afterwards
on 10 January 1973.

PRESIDEN
REPUBLIK INDONESIA

PETIKAN
YEPUTUSAN_PHESIDEN REPUBLIK INDONESIA
No, 185 TAHUN 1951.

KAMI, PRESIDEN REPUBLIK INDONESIA

lembat ja :  dab,-
liengingat :  dsb,-
Mengingat pule : dsb,-

KEMUTUSKAN::

lenetapkan :

L
Terhitung mulai tanggal 1 September 1951 memperhentikan
dengan hormat atas permohonan sendiri

P. A, VAN GARDEREN

tersebut diatas dari djabatannja sebagai Direktur-Pengganti
ke-1 De Javasche Bank, dengan utjapan terima kasih atas dja-
sa-djasanja kepada Negara.

SALINAR : dsb.-

PETIKAN Keputusan ini dikirimkan kepada jang berkepen—
tingan untuk diketahui dan dipergunakan seperlunja.

Ditetapkan di Djakarta
pada tanggal 22 September 1951,
/
v ('PRESIDEN REPUBLIK INDONESIA,

Mw.

SUKARNO.
MENTERI KEUANGAN,

Top right: President Soekarno early 1950s in a photo by an unknown photographer;
Bottom right: Pieter Albert van Garderen in his office; ==
Above: letter from the President of the Republik Indonesia, signed by Soekarno and the Finance Minister.
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MIER RUST
L.LAUNY.. |

IDDER DEN ORDE VAN DEN

A Woodbury & Page photo from before 1880, with a path
winding through the Tanah Abang cemetery. In the distance
the cast iron monument for Major General Perié. Just behind

the third tree from the left we also recognize the tombstone of
General Major ].H.R. Kohler (see opposite page).

HIER RUST
L.LAUNY.

WIDDER DER ORDE VAN DEN

NEDERLANDSCHEN LEEVW

EN VAN DE
DANEBROGS onpg
VAN DENEMARKEN,

DIRECTEUR GENERALL

A Lodewijk Launy (1797-1849) was the son of a Danish pastor. At the
e mmcarns WOSNE age of 19 he sailed as an army officer to Batavia on the same vessel
s as Adrianus Johannes Bik (see Chapter 1, page 15). He was forced to
IN ZEGEN g leave the army after he married, but worked his way up the ranks
= g as a government official, and ended up as Director General of the

| msourrELE Department of Finance in 1848. In between he had been Assistant

Resident of Buitenzorg and Resident of Madioen (Madiun),
Banjoemas (Banyumas) and Pekalongan, all on the island of
Java. Besides his regular employment, Launy was also chairman
of the Society De Harmonie in Batavia for some time. He was a
well-respected man and it was a shock to the community when he
suddenly passed away after a fatal fall from a horse at the age of
52. The tombstone of Laun§ was erected by his friends, and is still
¥ present in today’s Taman Prasasti. The photos are from 2018.
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in the last eight decades. The district remained

mainly low-rise until the early 1980s, although its
residential character gradually changed to become more
commercial. Along the main roads the popular ruko (rumah
toko), usually a dwelling containing a shop and residential
accommodation, replaced the free-standing villas with
spacious gardens that characterized Tanah Abang during
colonial times. As President Soekarno’s focus in the 1950s and
1960s was to develop the areas of Medan Merdeka (formerly
Koningsplein) and the new boulevards of Jalan Thamrin and
Jalan Sudirman, other districts in the city like Tanah Abang
remained mainly under the radar. The construction of the
new Pasar Tanah Abang between 1973 and 1975 was the first
major project, closely followed by the establishment of two
historical museums: Museum Tekstil in 1976 and Museum
Taman Prasasti in 1977 (see Chapter 4, pages 104-105), both
initiatives by the popular Jakarta Governor Ali Sadikin who
has been hailed for his passion to preserve parts of Jakarta’s
history.

Tanah Abang has undergone a complete metamorphosis

The site of the former Tanah Abang Heuvel country estate
remainedalandmarkuntilatleast1983. Afterithad functioned
as a hotel for artists from overseas during the late 1940s,
the eighteenth century estate became the headquarters of
Indonesia's Air Force (AURI) until 1969, and then functioned
as the Air Force Museum (Museum AURI) until 1978.

During the 1970s and 1980s Tanah Abang was also the center
of Jakarta’s nightlife. The city’s most popular discotheque
Tanamur attracted many a partygoer. The rest of the Tanah
Abang district changed during the 1980s and 1990s as a result
of economic prosperity, and then again from 2010.

When a 1920s house is demolished to make way for a three
storey shop or office building it goes relatively unnoticed.
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The metamorphosis of Tanah Abang 1945-now

It is only after two decades that one realizes that an entire
street has been stripped of its historical character. In 1995
the streets of Jalan Abdul Muis (formerly Tanah Abang West),
Jalan Tanah Abang Timur (Tanah Abang Oost) and Jalan
Fachrudin (Tanah Abang Heuvel) still contained around 40
houses and buildings that dated back to colonial days; in 2019
this was reduced to fewer than ten. The streets surrounding
Pasar Tanah Abang were, in the past, characterized by many
architecturally interesting Chinese shophouses. These have
all been demolished except one.

While many multi-storey buildings, erected during the 1980s
and 1990s, have already been replaced by even taller buildings
in the first and second decade of the new millennium, the
appearance of Tanah Abang will undergo another drastic
change in the next decade.

Itis difficult to paint a complete picture of the metamorphosis
which Tanah Abang has undergone since 1945. First of all,
there is an absence of an easily accessible 'national archive’
in Indonesia with pictures showing the development of
Jakarta between 1945 and the 1970s. Most information, if
any, can only be obtained via a few newspaper archives
like Kompas and those of the magazine Tempo. In addition
there has not been a coordinated initiative in Indonesia to
extensively document the history of Jakarta since 1945 and
make it accessible to the public. Perhaps the archives of DKI
Jakarta (Jakarta City) have comprehensive information and
possibly photos of Jakarta’s development in the first decades
after independence. However this institute unfortunately has
no online archive, and gaining physical access to the archives
has proven to be aninsurmountable hurdle. Nevertheless, this
chapter tries to capture the most important developments in
Tanah Abang between 1945 and the present day, and visually
show the metamorphosis, based on the information and the
photos that are available via various sources.
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Monument of General Major J.H.R. Kohler (1818-1873), who was killed
during the first Atjeh (Aceh) expedition. His body was moved to
Peucut in Banda Aceh in 1954 and reburied there. The photo is from
2019.

The cast iron monument for Major General Perié (1788-1853). This
monument is still present today, but painted in a garish mint &8
green colour. This Woodbury & Page photo dates from the 1860s.
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NIWA Hotel | Military Mess (1946-1954)

The western half of the old eighteenth century country estate
on the hill of Tanah Abang had been in use as an artists hotel
and workshop from 1946 onwards. Between 1945 and 1949,
when the Indonesian republic had declared independence
but the Dutch tried to re-install the colonial government,
there were thousands of Dutch soldiers in Java. Most of them
had just suffered five years of German occupation in the
Netherlands, and a few months later had been transported
to Indonesia to be literally thrown into another war. For
that reason there had been measures taken to ensure that
these soldiers, most of whom had never been in the tropics
before, would be entertained and to provide them with some
relaxation, with the aim of increasing morale.

The organisation responsible for this was the so-called NTWA
(Netherlands Indies Welfare Artists), a division of the KNIL
(Royal Netherlands Indies Army). The NIWA worked closely
with the NIWIN (National Effort Welfare Care Indies). This
organisation, not linked to the army, was responsible for
providing entertainment programs, but also magazines,
sports articles, books and movies for the troops. The NIWIN
was set up by public funding in the Netherlands, with some
additional government support. Prince Bernhard (1911-2004),
husband of Queen Juliana (1909-2004) was chairman of the
NIWIN board.

OPROEP

Voor hen, dle iets kunnen presteren
op het gebied van Kleinkunat (To-
neel-muziek-of-voordracht) zowel be-
roeps als amateurs, bestaat moge-
ljkheid fn NIWA verband door In-
donesié te tourneren. 52

Aanmelding schriftelfk dan wel
mondeling bij de NIWA Deacor en
Requisietenpool, TANAH ABANG-
HEUVEL 24, dagelijks van'§ tot 12
uur. 30549

Despite flying in artists
from the Netherlands,
NIWA also regularly
advertised for local talent
to join the performance
tours in Indonesia, like
in this advertisement in
newspaper Het Dagblad
of 14 December 1948.
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BT e RE s
The NIWA Hotel on Tanah Abang Heuvel/Bukit 36 on a 1946
picture by an unknown photographer. Before World War II this
house had number 142 but house numbers along this road had
changed during the Japanese occupation.

The NIWA, responsible for bringing in the artists from the
Netherlands, organising the stages for performance, and
accommodating the artists, had its headquarters on Tanah
Abang Heuvel (Jalan Fachrudin) in the former Chinese
consulate (see photo opposite page). Further up the road, on
the hill of Tanah Abang was the NIWA Hotel, where the artists
stayed after arrival in Batavia/Djakarta, before they were
transferred to locations elsewhere in Java. The NIWA Hotel
was set up in the former west wing of Governor-General van
Imhoff’s estate (see Chapter 2 pages 37-39) which until World
War II was occupied by the CEO of De Factorij/NHM (see
Chapter 6 page 183). The single house in front of it, the former
residence of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik until 1920 (see Chapter
6 page 184), was equipped as the Decor en Requisietenpool
(Decor and Requisites Pool), where stage sets, furniture and
costumes for the performances were designed and created.
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The statue of Van der Grinten fell off
its plinth and was damaged after a
heavy thunderstorm in 2013, but has
been beautifully restored.

The monument of Pastor van der
Grinten along a walking path at the
Tanah Abang cemetery around 1900.
The photographer is unknown.

Pastor van der Grinten

Henricus van der Grinten (1811-
1864) joined the Dutch mission
in the Indies in 1847. He became
pastor in Semarang in 1848,
and six years later in the capital
Batavia.

After he passed away in 1864,
Van der Grinten was buried at the
Kebon Jahe cemetery in Tanah
Abang, and by 1870 the cast iron
monument of him was unveiled.

In 1856 Van der Grinten was
one of the founders of Batavia’s
Vincentius ~ Vereeniging, an
organization for the benefit of
orphans. The people of Batavia
adored him. Each day he visited
sick people in the hospitals,
helped the poor and made
contact with as many residents as
he could, no matter what race or
what religion they practised.

The pastor was an equally
adventurous man as he travelled
to the rainforests of Borneo
(Kalimantan) as a missionary.
He made contact with Dayak
people to spread the word of God.
Obviously not the easiest task in
mid nineteenth century, however
Vander Grinten was an optimistic
person,andasisstrikingly written
on his statue: “..he always acted
with happiness because his heart
was overwhelmed with love’.
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The artists sent out by NIWA were often well known actors and
comedians like Cor Hermus (1889-1953), Mary Dresselhuys
(1907-2004) and Fons Rademakers (1920-2007). The latter
would in later years become a renowned film producer and
screenwriter, whose works included directing the movie Max
Havelaar (1976).

After the NIWA initiatives ended in 1949, the houses on
Tanah Abang Heuvel were taken over by the Netherlands
Military Mission (NMM) who used the former NIWA Hotel
as an officers' hotel and mess. The NMM was an initiative
between Indonesia and the Netherlands, agreed to during
the Round Table Conference on 2 November 1949, in
which the Netherlands would provide military-technical
and organisational assistance and support with the
establishment and education of the Indonesian armed forces.
This cooperation would last for more than four years. The
liquidation of the Netherlands Military Mission in Djakarta
occured on 10 March 1954. Afterwards the Indonesian Air
Force established its headquarters at Tanah Abang Bukit.

Sewing atelier at the Decor and Requisites Pool of NIWA at Tanah
Abang Heuvel 34 (formerly number 140). The photographer of this
picture, and the other photos on this page, is unknown.

The headquarters of NIWA at Tanah Abang Heuvel 24 in 1946, a
stone’s throw from the NIWA Hotel. This house which before the
war had house number 132, was the former Chinese consulate. The
house to the left (number 26/134) can be seen in a 1941 photo in
Chapter 6 page 180.

- < .. J' »
\\
Construction of stage sets at the Decor and Requisites Pool of
NIWA.
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Avisitor at the Tanah Abang cemetery in late 1941. This is the same
walking path as the photo on the opposite page from four decades
earlier. Behind the woman the monument for Pastor van der Grinten.
The cast iron fence around it was white in 1900, but had been painted
in a darker colour by 1941. The cemetery by now also contains
considerably more graves.

A sign on a grave requests not to lay any flowers on the marble stone,
presumably to avoid the precious stone from getting stained. The
photo dates from 2018.

A gardener or tukang kebon with a broom along a walking path in the
Tanah Abang cemetery in 1941. The marble grave with roof on the left
side has a so-called krees at the front, to protect any flowers from the
scorching sun. Krees were used to cover the front verandahs of houses,
but obviously also not uncommon in cemeteries. In the distance the
cast iron monument for Major General Perié (1788-1853), see also page
109.
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NIWA-VOORSTELLING — STADSSCHOUWBURG

NEDERLANDS BESTE TONEELGEZELSCHAP
~wCOMEDIA®
IS WEER IN BATAVIA TERUG
De medespelenden zijn:

MARY DRESSELHUYS, ELLEN DE THOUARS, MIMI
BOESNACH, GIJSBERT TERSTEEG, FONS RADE-
MAKERS, COR HERMUS en SJEF DE GROOT
Programma: I Ik zie, ik zie, wat jij niet ziet”, een stuk

in 3 bedrijven van Noel Coward.
Regie: Cor Hermus.

II. Candida, een mysterie, eveneens in 3
bedrijven van George Bernard Shaw.
Regie: Joan Remmelts.

Het optreden Is als volgt vastgesteld:

Zatordng 14 Junl 2000 wur — Ik zle, ik zie wat §§ nlet ziot™.
Maandag 16 Juni, 20.00 uur — Candida,

Woonsdag 18 Juni, 20.00 uur, — Candida,

Donderdag, 19 Junl, 20.00 wur — Ik zle, ik zie. wat JU niet miet*,
Verkoop der kaarten & f 2.50, f 160 en f 1— v burgers van 1100
tot 15.00 uur asn de Stadsschouwburg van Donderdag 12 Juni af.

Verkoop voor militalren via hun Welfare-officieran. Restant aan de

Stadsschouwburg, Militairen beneden de rang van off. half geld, 156006-110
Announcement of performances of Comedia in the
Stadsschouwburg (Gedung Kesenian) in Batavia/
Djakarta in Het Dagblad of 11 June 1947.

Left and above: Arrival of the Comedia theater company at the
NIWA Hotel on Tanah Abang Heuvel/Bukit in 1947.

Comedia at NIWA

Cor Hermus (1889-1953) had
established  Toneelgroep
Comedia (Theater Company
Comedia) in 1945. The
troupe focused on modern
theater. He collected young
and gifted actors and
comedians and the troupe
successfully performed in
and around Amsterdam in
the Netherlands. In 1947
Comedia was invited by the
NIWA to perform for the
Dutch troops in Indonesia.
On 10 June they arrived
by plane at Kemajoran
(Kemayoran) Airport and
stayed in the NIWA Hotel in
Tanah Abang. Footage of the
arrival and the hospitality
of Mrs. Agatha Bakker, who
managed the NIWA Hotel,
can be viewed via the link
below.

Scan this QR code -or follow
the link below- and waltch the
arrival of two artist groups
at the NIWA Hotel in Tanah
Abang.

www.lostjakarta.com/
250years_niwa_hotel
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Jan Laurens Andries Brandes

Jan Laurens Andries Brandes (1857-1905) was a Dutch philologist
(student of ancient languages), archaeologist and lexicographer
(dictionary organizer). After finishing university he married Helena
Nieman (1858-1930) and left with her for the Dutch East Indies.
Brandes went to work as an ‘official in the practice of the Indies
languages’, and specifically devoted himself to the study of Old
Javanese (Kawi) and Indies epigraphy.

Brandes was commissioned to examine the large collection of
inscriptions on copper and stone and Old Javanese manuscripts atthe
Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen (Batavia
Society of Arts and Sciences, now Museum Nasional). The results of
this difficult, time-consuming research were published in 1887 and
proved that he was able to deal expertly with archaeological issues.
Brandes consulted historical data from authentic documents and
— Javanese chronicles. He was a master at tracking down, collecting

. Soo TSN and selecting material. His years of research gave him a broader and
The tombstone of Jan Laurens Andries Brandes at Tanah Abang in 1941. deeper knowledge of Javanese history and sources than anyone else
before him. The island of Java is rich in antique relics and after many
of these objects were unearthed and the remains of buildings and
sculptures uncovered, it was Brandes’ job to investigate each new
discovery and determine its meaning.

During home leave in 1897 Brandes invented a new method of
catalogueing in the Leiden University Library, which he would
later apply to the library of the Bataviaasch Genootschap, when
he was temporarily appointed as librarian. Back in Java in 1898 he
continued working on the publication of a Kawi-Balinese-Dutch
Dictionary. When the Government decided to establish a Committee
of Archaeological Research on Java and Madura, Brandes was
appointed as chairman. In 1904 he published the “Description of
the ruin at the desa Toempang called Tjandi Djago, in the Pasuruan
residency”, a masterpiece with 104 plates, 24 architectural drawings
and one map. Shortly after, a fatal disease put an end to his life, only
48 years old.

Left: Brandes’ tombstone in Taman Prasasti, on a photo from 2018.

Right: Brandes' portrait from around 1900, by an unknown photographer.
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Sinterklaas in Tanah Abang

Sinterklaas or Sint-Nicolaas is a legendary
figure based on Saint Nicholas, patron saint
of children. The feast of Sinterklaas celebrates
the name day of Saint Nicholas on 6 December.
It is celebrated annually with the giving of
gifts on Saint Nicholas’ Eve (5 December)
in the Netherlands and on the morning of 6
December, Saint Nicholas Day, in Belgium,
Luxembourg and northern France (French
Flanders, Lorraine and Artois). The tradition
has also been celebrated in overseas territories
of the Netherlands, like Curacao and Suriname,
and also in the Dutch East Indies.

A few interesting pictures of Sinterklaas in
Tanah Abang have been kept, including a visit
to the NIWA Hotel in December 1947.

Top right: Sinterklaas in a
convertible car followed by a
column of cars with Zwarte Pieten
(Black Petes), attracting attention
from children. We are looking

orth along Tanah Abang Heuvel
on 4 December 1947. At the left
behind the electrical substation
the headquarters of NIWA (see
¢ also photo on page 235).
Far left: a soldier and two
Sinterklaas on the driveway of the
NIWA Hotel;
E Left: a hilarious photo of a squad
of different Sinterklaas, all sitting
in betjaks (becaks) pedalled
by Zwarte Pieten in front of the
s NIWA Hotel. The pictures have

~ been taken by an anonymous
~ photographer.
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B When a visitor entered the Tanah Abang

¢ cemetery during the 1870s this was the first
view when exiting the portico on the inside of
the cemetery. On the left of this Woodbury &
Page photo a collecting box for the poor with
textin Dutch, English, French and German.
Behind it the luxurious tombstones with cast
iron coverings, surrounded by pot plants and
large trees.

s

The collecting box for the poor from the 1870s is still present

in this 1941 picture, which shows the back of the portico. If we
look through, we see the Kerkhoflaan in the distance. The death
knell on the right, although in the same position as the knell in
today’s Taman Prasasti, seems to be of a different construction.

N
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Air Force Headquarters (1954-1978)

Immediately after the Netherlands Military Mission left
the site of Tanah Abang Bukit in 1954, the hill became the
location of the new Indonesian Air Force headquarters, or
Markas Besar Angkatan Udara Republik Indonesia (AURI).
What we know is that AURI occupied at least the two-storey
mansion that was the NIWA Hotel in the late 1940s and the
single-storey house in front of it, but most likely at a later stage
also the other two-storey house on Tanah Abang Bukit, the
former east wing of Van Imhoff’s eighteenth century estate.
Not much information has been published on the Air Force
headquarters during the 1950s and 1960s. This was most likely
because a lot of what happened inside the headquarters was a
military secret and also as the Air Force Intelligence Service
was based at the same location.

It is known that AURI had a weekly 30 minute information
programme on Radio Republik Indonesia (RRI), at least until
1957. The site of the headquarters in Tanah Abang played a
significant role in the aftermath of the events of 30 September
1965 (G30S), the coup attempt in Djakarta when six Indonesian
army generals were assassinated. The then Chief of Staff of
the Air Force, Omar Dani, was removed from his position and
court-martialed for his purported involvement in the coup.

On 4 April 1969 the Museum AURI (Air Force Museum)
was officially opened at the site. The museum exhibited a
collection of historical air force objects, plane miniatures,
fire arms, aircraft engines, parachutes and diaromas showing
the history of the Indonesian Air Force. On 29 July 1978
the museum was relocated to Yogyakarta. It is not known
whether the headquarters of the Air Force itself were still in
Tanah Abang in 1978, or whether they had already moved
to their current location in Cilangkap in East Jakarta. On
an aerial photo of 1983 (see opposite page) both two-storey
eighteenth century buildings and the air force sheds can still
be seen. They were demolished before 1989, as on an aerial
photo of that year the current Pasar Tanah Abang Blok E ex-
AURI complex can be seen (see page 252).

238

Entrance to the AURI headquarters on Tanah Abang Bukitin
1964. At the back in the middle of the photo one of the eighteenth
century two-storey houses. Partly visible on the left the other
identical two-storey building. The sign above the booth says
Departemen Angkatan Udara (Air Force Department).

Article from an unknown newspaper which mentions an event on
17 February 1958 when Japanese pilot Narimasa Shingkai received
a letter of appreciation for his air force efforts in the 1940s events.
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| A 1952 map of Djakarta, pointing out the location of the NILLMI]
house, where the Verbeek Wolthuys family lived from 1947 onwards.

i This was less than a kilometer away from the former Bik family estate

| onTanah Abang Bukit (formerly Tanah Abang Heuvel). The southern

. side of what is now Jalan Budi Kemuliaan is now fully occupied by the
~large premises of the Bank Indonesia.
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Looking at the peaceful photos of the time, as if nothing had
changed, it is hard to believe these were taken in a country in
the midst of a revolution and continuous political unrest, at
least until the transfer of sovereignity from the Netherlands
to the new Republic of Indonesia on 27 December 1949. There
were still weekend trips to Poentjak (Puncak) while the area
was known for unexpected violent attacks and boobytraps.

KLM luggage
— - e label.
s 0 . s N:569564
UITGEGEVEN DOOR ISSUED BY
KONINKLIJKE LUCHTVAART MAATSCHAPPIJ N.V.
) K.L.M. ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES
' ‘%’ At the end of 1950 Welly and Wim returned to the Netherlands
) for good, butit was Her who wasrestless all the time. Although
AR HOLLAYD 2 not born in Indonesia he had felt at home there since his
: arrival in 1925, and even the horrific Japanese internment
l; e o AL T RANARORT ASSOCIATIONTATA camp years did not change his love for the country. He went
back again in 1951, although this time alone. Each and every

time, when he left the Netherlands after a short holiday he
always said “Sorry, but Soekarno is calling me!”

However this would not be a sustainable situation long
term. With the ongoing New Guinea conflict between the
Netherlands and the new republic, life for Dutch people in
Indonesia became less pleasant. At the height of the conflict,
at the end of 1957, President Soekarno nationalized all Dutch
companies, and any Dutch residents in the country were
expelled. Her did not wait for this. At the end of 1952 he applied
forajob at De Javasche Bank, which would soon become Bank
} Indonesia, and was offered a position at the bank’s branch in

]

e
DI K ARTA
e

R

] e e B Amsterdam. Her's brother-in-law Pieter Albert van Garderen
{ "::S’l:»%_’i o st 2 (1906-1973) was director at the bank at the time (see page 231).
[ Her returned to his home country (see Introduction pages

6-9), and his love for Indonesia would continue at the Bank
, . . Indonesia in Amsterdam until his retirement in 1965. The
goeIrVIVerbeek Wolthuys’ KLM ticket from Amsterdam to Djakarta on grandmother of the author recalled: “until his death in 1974
ay 1951. Flying in 1951 wassstill a thing fo'r the happy few: this the daily conversation at home always ended with chats about
snmavay fdketidid vast 1,948 Duidhgnildess ([, the Indies and Indonesia”. Indonesia was forever in his heart.
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Wim van Garderen with his NILLMIJ
colleagues at his farewell in Batavia on 31
December 1934. Van Garderen, third from
right, never liked being photographed and
often preferred not to look into the camera
lens. This is the case with this photo too:
holding a cigar in his left hand, looking
outside through the window, probably
dreaming of his upcoming sea voyage. Mr.
Elfring, second from right, was his successor
as NILLMI]J Director in the Indies. The other
people in the picture are probably friends

or colleagues of the insurance and banking
industry, as their faces do not match with
those in Van Garderen’s NILLMIJ farewell
booklet. It is not known who took the photos
on this page.

Entrance hall of the
NILLMIJ office. Van
Garderen has already
been mentioned as
‘out’, anticipating his
departure. The flight of
stairs is still present at
the current Jawisraya
| office on Jalan Juanda,
but the marble plaque at
\  the top, commemorating
J_W.KUIPER i | the founding of NILLMIJ
CiEvanoes 1 in 1859, unfortunately no

! g i
T longer exists.

IR
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] PR
e jotaty s i
Mo 5 jom long ng
i, Mo lising o]

Het is een oud en droevig lied:
"afscheid nemen geeft verdriet"!
Wel heeft men koffers volgepropt
en souvenirs er in gestopt,

maar niettemin, van menig ding
blijft ons toch slechts ... herinnering. B na ety
Z00 gaat het U, zoo gaat het mi) e basst ran e allen
en ieder onzer maatschappl) -

Ach, wie van ons ontroert het niet,
ale hi) Uw leege hu's stroks ziet,
waar - voor de tropen rare dingen -
1jspegels asn den dakrand hingen.
Hoe pijnlijk is het bovendien,
niet meer den rieten "zit" te zienl

B cpsse Tl
e woiskeiton, loallon,

Posn e Resbenforsn
R %

Suinar |, Cattuwr

A e e,
Qe Qutatrieed i
-
W simingin o o
Lads oan oR ke Afehie
% e alln et
s dat sty
e e A wvwamds

Zn op kantoor ... wat men niet al
als employé daar missen zal:
Uw "foedon middag allemasl"
(geslingerd in cen lcege zaal) ...
«.. 't bekende brille-manuaal ...

'tja, 100 1s een heele rij L
vertrouwde dingen straks voorbl)
voor alle Nillmij-mensechen.

Ontvang hun beste wenschen! R

Hier volgen hun gezichten
(en 1k houd op met dichten).

Snippets of the farewell booklet the NILLMIJ personnel made for departing director Wim van Garderen. The poem at the top left refers in
a humorous way to Van Garderen’s airconditioned house, mentioning that icicles hang down from the gutters. Also an ‘ABC’ created with
references to Van Garderen’s passions and achievements. At the bottom right Van Garderen’s business card in 1934. The newspaper article
from the Nieuws van den Dag voor Nederlandsch Indié of 2 January 1935 tells about the various guests that farewelled Van Garderen in
the harbor on New Years Day and an hilarious accident just before departure; a sudden wind gust blew the ship away from the quay while

guests were still on board.
COLLECTION: DELPHER | SVEN VERBEEK WOLTHUYS
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Brutal murder on Tjikandi Ilir (1940)

Nine years after Willem Albert (Wim) de Nijs Bik (1895-1931)
was attacked and killed by a tiger near the rubber plantation
Tjikandi Ilir (see pages 206-211), his boss and owner of the
estate was cold-bloodedly killed with his own shotgun by an
intruder who turned out to be a mentally ill local kampung
resident. Elbers’ only son was shot as well when arriving to
help, but was able to escape and was only wounded.

i o

The Tjikandi Ilir estate, east of Serang (West Java). Photo taken by
Her Verbeek Wolthuys in 1926.

Frederik Hendrik (Ekie) Elbers (born 1884) was married to
Marie Cornelia (Mies) Verburgt (1885-1982). Although no
direct Bik descendant herself, Mies’ sister Susanna Verburgt
(1871-1925) was married to Wijnand Willem Butin Bik (1868-
1938), and she was the one who ran the Butin Bik flowershop
in Batavia (see pages 204-205). The Elbers family had close ties
with the Bik family, not only when Willem Albert de Nijs Bik
was Administrator on Elbers’ rubber plantation, but Wijnand
Willem also lived on Tjikandi after his wife had passed away.
The Elbers family were also present at most wedding and
anniversary events of the Bik family.
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The Elbers family with tennis rackets on a terrace at the Tjikandi
Ilir estate, around 1938. From left to right Ekie Elbers, son Willy,
wife Mies and brother-in-law Wijnand Willem Butin Bik. Wijnand
was a younger brother of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s wife Jeannette
Rosalie Butin Bik. Within five years of this photo, all three men in
this photo had passed away. It is not known who took this photo.

The newspaper De Indische Courant of 22 January 1940 had
a detailed account of the dramatic events, involving Ekie
Elbers, that had taken place on his rubber plantation three
days earlier.

Ekie Elbers, the tuan tanah (landlord) of Tjikandi Ilir was
loved and respected by many. The newspaper mentions that
he “enjoyed the well deserved reputation of an excellent host,
a good human being who has his heart in the right place. The
people of the land adored him. He ruled the hard way, however
with fatherly care. It was never a problem for him to descend
to the level of those who are socially beneath him. During the
evenings he regularly went over to chat with his people, and his
neighbor opposite, the assistant-wedana (deputy district head)
of Tjikandi”.
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HET DRAMA OP TJIKANDI ILIR.

(Van een redactewr van ,Aneta”)

Was de onbekende indringer door godsdienstwaanzin
bezeten? — Hoe het geheele gebeuren zich afspeelde.

POLITIEMAN LEGDE DEN
DADER NEER.

Bren over de grens tuschen de el
denties Batavia en Bantam ligt de on-
derneming Titkand! Tz, Van den groo-
ten weg naar Serang af is de besaran”
slechte Toor den ingewijde e onder-
kennen  witte muren schemeren tus-
achen hoog geboomte. Een zwaar-be-
schaduwde voert ez heea.
Enkele cogenbllkken siechts words &y
Blik van den voortmellenden reirigar
ex door getrokken. Daarma elscht de
weg, die hler nogal eens sen  bochi
maakt. ée volle aandacht op.

Maar wie niel zoo’n haast heelt en

buwman, den .m.an:-'-s-m
Tilkand!. Ea wat dies meer xi)

3§ wax 0ok oen goed en haristochte-
Ajk Jager. Bn hel i deve Juatste elgen-
ichap, helase, die mosst dljdragen aan
yn antatellend Jevenseinde,
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Comprehensive article in De Indische Courant of 22 January 1940, depicting the shocking events at rubber plantation Tjikandi Ilir.
LECTION \

the door but was still hit in the left shoulder. While Elbers Jr.
ran to the assistant-wedana to raise alarm, the still naked
intruder walked into the Elbers family’s bedroom and put on
the clothes of Elbers Sr. In another room he grabbed a second
shotgun.

Elbers was a passionate hunter, a hobby which sadly
contributed to his death. On the morning of 19 January
1940 the babu (maid) Salam, who was cleaning a bedroom,
noticed an unknown native on the front gallery, entirely
naked and with alarge stick in his hand. She was shocked and
immediately ran to warn others. In the meantime when Ekie
Elbers himself was informed, the intruder managed to take
possession of Elbers’ shotgun. When Elbers entered the room
he was immediately confronted by a shower of shot and fatally
wounded. Soon after his son Willy Elbers (born 1915), entered
the same room. Meanwhile the intruder had loaded the gun
again and shot at Elbers Jr. The victim was able to partly slam

Within minutes the assistant-wedana arrived, with him the
Regent of Serang, the Assistant Resident and 11 policemen.
The siege lasted one and a half hour. At some point, one of the
field policemen fired a shot with his Colt revolver, and hit the
intruder in the right shoulder. The seriously wounded man
was transported to Batavia to undergo surgery.
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The Elbers family at
Tjikandi, around 1938. Ekie
Elbers at the far right, next
to him Wijnand Willem and
son Willy. In the middle
Jeanne de Nijs Bik-de Vries,
the widow of Willem Albert
de Nijs Bik who had been
killed by a tiger seven years
carlier. Jeanne was still
very close to the Elbers
family. Picture taken by an
anonymous photographer.

The name of the intruder was Arsad, approximately 25 years

old, originating from kampung Gembor in desa Djoelang The Nieuws
(Julang), seven kilometers north of the rubber plantation van den
Tjikandi Ilir. According to family interrogated by the police, gatglwior dsch
Arsad was known as a santri, someone who practices a more Inedi'eéro?IZIZ =
orthodox version of Islam. The police also stated he had an ¥ January
“abnormal state of mind”. There is no information in the 1940 1940 shows a
newspapers as to when or whether the suspect was sentenced. photo of the

funeral of Ekie
The dramas for the Elbers family unfortunately continued. Elbers at the
Widow Mies Elbers lost her only son Willy, who had recovered Tanah Abang
from the gunshot wounds, a few years later during World = cemetery in
War II. He would sadly not survive the Japanese internment e e "'_"::' puiee s Batavia.

van

o hwer
camps. Mies Elbers herself passed awayin 1982 at the age of 96. T e o VAo . doat s IR o e eror b e Mt o
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The Bik family in World War II

Most of the descendants of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik and
Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs Bik-Butin Bik were either not in
Batavia when World War II started, or were interned in
Japanese camps elsewhere in the archipelago in the following
years. It therefore would be straying too far from the scope
of this book to describe all of everyone’s camp experiences.
Besides, in most cases family members never wanted to talk
about the horrific stories and sufferings during those three
miserable years. It would therefore not be possible to provide
a complete picture.

Theeldestdaughter of De Nijs Bik, Caroline, had already passed
away in 1930, and her husband Wim van Garderen (1881-1943)
had repatriated to the Netherlands in 1935. He died in 1943
and two of his children, interned on the island of Java, would
only find out about his passing two years later. Van Garderen’s
youngest daughter Benny (1909-1990) also lived in Den Haag
(the Netherlands) during World War II. The eldest daughter
Welly (1905-1991) and her husband Her Verbeek Wolthuys
(1900-1974), grandparents of the author, lived in Soerabaja
in the years before the war. They were interned in Soerabaja
first. Then in 1943 Welly and her children were transported
to Semarang: first to the Bangkong monastery, and later were
interned in camp Lampersari. Her was interned in a camp
near Bandung. They would not see each other for nearly three
years. Van Garderen'’s son Pieter Albert (1906-1973) and his
family were interned on Java too, and he was also separated
from his wife and children.

Those who were in the army before World War II, or in any way
linked to the military, would be treated much worse by the
Japanese than civilians. Victor Dersjant (born 1884), husband
of De Nijs Bik’s third daughter Lieke (1887-1969), was a retired
colonel of the Topographische Dienst (Topographic Society).
He was put in jail in Batavia first and treated very badly,
before being transferred to a camp in Tjimahi (Cimahi). He
died under brutal circumstances in March 1945, five months
before the end of the war.
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Due to the absence of photo cameras during World War II there
were always fellow internees in the Japanese camps who offered

to create drawings; in this case for the Verbeek Wolthuys family,
interned in camps in Bandoeng, Semarang and Soerabaja between
1942 and 1945.
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De Nijs Bik’s eldest son Pierre (1890-1954) and his family
miraculously managed to stay out of the camps. Pierre was
able to show the Japanese a family tree to prove he was a
descendant of slave Saartje (see Chapter 1 page 26) and hence
from native descent. He accompanied this by showing a
portrait of his native babu, pretending this to be his ancestor.
The family experienced terrible years in their house in Batavia
too. Pierre often had to hide himself, afraid of being betrayed
by neighbors or others, as his appearance was obviously
European. There was no income either; the family had to sell
all their jewelry, furniture and other possessions, just to be
able to survive.

Also, in the last year of the war there was hunger across the
city, and a severe shortage of food and clean water. Their son
Edu (born 1917) was in the army before the war and could
not escape imprisonment. He was deployed on the notorious
Burma Railway, and sadly died in captivity in Thailand in
1943, only 26 years old. Pierre found out about his son’s death
at the Red Cross in Batavia. He knew he had to go home to
tell his wife. He simply could not, was too shocked and too
emotional. His older sister Lieke accompanied him home to
inform Pierre’s wife Reina and their daughter Milly. Pierre,
who had already lost two of his siblings in the 1930s, never
got over the loss of his son. When he also had to leave the
country he had never left before in his life, he started to suffer
from health problems. He was never able to acclimatize to the
Netherlands, and passed away in 1954.

Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976), the third daughter of Pieter
Albert, had already moved to the Netherlands in 1933 with
her children. Her husband Dirk Hendrik Dull (1888-1962)
was a real estate agent in Batavia, and remained there. He
was interned, but it is not known in which camp. Their son
Wolterus (Kik) Dull (born 1917) died in 1944 during forced
labour in Germany. Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s fourth daughter
Wilhelmina (1893-1981) had emigrated to the United States
of America before the war with her husband Siegfried van
Gelderen (1889-1956), who was an agent for the firm Maintz &
Co in New York. They were the only De Nijs Bik descendants
wholived in freedom during World War II.
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's-Gravenhage, £1 November 1946.

Aan de Kinderen, die geinterneerd gewsest zijn.

Bi an ik jullie vertellen, dat ik veel man je gedacht

bangen tiJjd, toun de Japammers jullie in kampen op-

sloten en je het zoo slecht had.

£t mi) verteld van je opgewektheid en hulpvaardigheid

r on Vader.

inderen, ik ben trots op jullie, dat je je zoo dapper
hebt heengeslagen door al wat moeilijk was en zoodoende krachtig
hebt medegowerkt voor onze goede zask. —-

Fu wensch ik jullie allen blijder dagen toe.

/%/M,Wa

2

All children who survived the Japanese internment camps
received this touching letter from Queen Wilhelmina in November
1945. Translated: “Den Haag, 21 November 1945. To the children
who were interned. Finally I can tell you that I have thought of you a
great deal during these frightening years, when the Japanese locked
you up in camps and you had it so bad. People have told me about
your cheerfulness and helpfulness towards your mother and father.
Dear children, I am proud of you, that you pulled through so bravely
during this troubled time and consequently strongly cooperated for
our good cause. Now I wish you all happier days. Wilhelmina.”
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“Soekarno is calling me!” (1947-1952)

After the end of World War II, during the unstable period
following the Indonesian declaration of independence, the
number of Bik family members in Batavia/Djakarta rapidly
declined to only a handful. Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s eldest
son Pierre Jean Baptiste de Perez Bik stayed in the city until
his daughter Milly (1922-2016) married Piet de Rochemont
(1922-2014) in May 1947, and afterwards repatriated to the
Netherlands. Dirk Hendrik Dull (1888-1962), husband of
Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976) was alone in Batavia/Djakarta as
areal estate agent and sold the house on Tanah Abang Heuvel
146 (see Chapter 3 pages 86-99) for the Van Garderen heirs in
1948 for 400,000 guilders. Due to the increasing population
the property prices skyrocketed and the price of this house
had risen ten-fold since World War IL

The name Scottweg, a side street of Tanah Abang West, was
changed to Djalan Budi Kemuliaan in July 1950.

From late 1946 Batavia/Djakarta was a relatively safe city to
live in, as it was mostly back under the control of the Dutch.
The republican government of Soekarno and Hatta had
moved to Djokjakarta (Yogyakarta). However the capital was
heavily armed and secured. Especially around the fringes of
the city there were many checkpoints to ensure no weapons
were smuggled in.

The grandparents of the author, Welly Verbeek Wolthuys
(1905-1991) and her husband Her Verbeek Wolthuys (1900-
1974) returned to Batavia/Djakarta in 1947 with their son
Wim Verbeek Wolthuys (1940-1994), the father of the author.
The two eldest children Rob (1928-2018) and Nel (1929) stayed
in the Netherlands for education purposes. Her had secured
a job at the NILLMI]J, the company where his father-in-law
Wim van Garderen had worked for over 35 years (see pages

The wedding of Milly de Perez Bik and Piet de Rochemont in
the Nassaukerk (Paulus Church) in Batavia/Djakarta on 1 May

1947. Behind Milly her father Pierre de Perez Bik (1890-1954), 216-220). They were offered accommodation in the NILLMIJ
son of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (1858-1920). The photographer is Flat, a compound of pavilions at Scottweg 13 (Djalan/Jalan
unknown. Budi Kemuliaan 13). Many NILLMIJ employees lived there,

incuding deputy director D. Bijl.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel in 1927. Photo by Her Verbeek Wolthuys.

in the coming years. Today there is very little left of what
was once a green and lush residential suburb with tree-lined
streets and a characterful market with a variety of multi-
ethnic architecture. Consequently modern day residents and
visitors have no idea how beautiful Tanah Abang once was,
nor are they inspired or motivated to explore its history. Of all
the structures that stood in Tanah Abang in 1945 more than
98% have been bulldozed. Unfortunately it is very typical of
how the Jakarta authorities in recent decades have treated the
cultural heritage of the city. Even in nearby Menteng, where
in contrast to Tanah Abang a lot of colonial era homes had a
protection heritage status, the rules were often circumvented
and protected architecture was pulled down overnight under
suspicious circumstances to make way for characterless
concrete dwellings. Or as the late doyen of Jakarta’s history,
Father Adolf Heuken S (1929-2019), put it very strikingly in
his masterpiece Historical Sites Of Jakarta (1982): “What
mabkes Jakarta special should be saved and looked after. Its few
old and existing buildings full of charm and color should not
fall victim to ‘developers’ who only care about a quick profit.
Let’s not sacrifice what for the coming generations is a valuable
asset!”

250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA is for those who love Jakarta’s

11

historyand are searching for a glimpse of its lost past. This book
describes the exciting history of a Dutch family in colonial
Jakarta from 1776 onwards, in all its ups-and-downs, with
a large emphasis on the family’s prominent and influential
presence in Tanah Abang. But there are two centuries of
Tanah Abang before the Bik family arrived, and Tanah Abang
changed after the Biks departed. This book will hopefully also
contribute to an improved consciousness for the readers, as
well as for the previous and current residents of Jakarta, that
we need to preserve what is left of Jakarta’s history for future
generations. Even in the case of Tanah Abang when there is
less than 2% of its historical heritage remaining, let us make
an effort to preserve these last fragments.

By providing a full historical description of such a unique
Jakarta district, elaborating on its multi-ethnic population
over the past centuries, and at the same time showing how a
wealthy family lived in Tanah Abang during the last century
of colonial Jakarta, this book is not a traditional history book
as such, but gives the history a personal perspective. This
obviously comes with the caveat that it is impossible for the
book to provide a balanced overview of all of Tanah Abang’s
history, current situation and population.

250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA is enhanced by a large number
of never-published drawings, maps and pictures which show
the development of Tanah Abang over four centuries in all
its facets. These are interspersed with a large collection of
precious Bik family photographs, a significant number of
which have only been rediscovered in recent years.

Despite all the rapid changes in Jakarta, and in Tanah Abang
in particular, remarkably a handful of Bik tombstones have
still survived and are to be found in today’s Taman Prasasti.
A few dozen other family tombstones still exist on former Bik
properties in Cisarua, in the mountains south of Jakarta. Her
Verbeek Wolthuys’ departure in 1952 might have marked the
end of the physical presence of the Bik family in Jakarta, but
those few family remains have so far survived all of Jakarta’s
changes for almost two and a half centuries since the first
ancestor arrived in Jakarta in 1776.
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Another fire, another pasar (2003-2010)

The fire of 19 February 2003 was the most severe in Tanah
Abang’s history. It became totally out of control and it took
Jakarta’s fire brigade five days to extinguish it. Blok F was the
only section of the pasar which was spared, Bloks A, B, C, D
and E were all engulfed in flames. The strong winds made it
extremely difficult to get the fire under control.

Thousands of traders lost their businesses and livelihoods,
more than 5,000 of the nearly 7,500 kiosks were destroyed.
Probably as many as one million people -shopkeepers,
coolies, salesmen, traders, and others who worked in the
textile industry - lost their jobs as a result. A total of around
US$ 500 million was lost in the fire.

Pasar Tanah Abang seen from the south in 2018, with Blok B at
the front. The road on the right is Jalan Mas Mansyur in the lower
tunnel, and Jalan Fachrudin running parallel at ground level.

The cause of the fire has always been a controversial issue in
Jakarta, with various theories as to whatcaused it. Coincidence
or not, a few months before the fire, plans for a renovation of
the market complex had been presented.

After the fire, the plans were accelerated and the new Blok A,
consisting of 18 floors with a total shopping area of 160,000
m2 and more than 8,000 kiosks, was delivered in 2005. Blok B,
immediately behind Blok A, on the southside, was finished in
2010. Itisnow the largest textile market in Southeast Asia with
an average of 80,000 buyers a day in Blok A only. This main
pasar building also has a mosque on the top floor with room
for 2,000 people to pray.

& . 2 S=Lv
Pasar Tanah Abang seen from the northwest side in 2018. The
largest section is Blok A at the front, with Blok B partly visible at

the back.
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appearance of Tanah Abang. Not so much during

the first two decades, but especially when housing
development began in the districts of Tjideng (Cideng) and
further north in Petodjo around 1930, Tanah Abang became
much more densely populated, and the last areas with rice
fields and coconut palm gardens disappeared. Also existing
streets like Tanah Abang West and the various side streets
became built up and many grand mansions of the nineteenth
century were replaced by modern housing. Interestingly, as a
result of the diverse population of Tanah Abang, some streets
like Tanah Abang Heuvel had an architectural mix varying
from nineteenth century Indies houses, to Chinese mansions,

The twentieth century saw a rapid change in the

The Tanah
Abang district
onan 1897
map. The

train line and
Tanah Abang
railway station
. are already
ncluded, but

, notyet the
tram line. The
western side of
Tanah Abang
mostly still
comprises of
rice fields.

Al Kon
| Museum.
| Gen van,
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The development of Tanah Abang 1900-1945

to art deco-style bungalows. After the destructive banjir
(flood) of 1918 the council accelerated hygiene and drainage
improvements in kampungs (small indigenous villages) in
Tanah Abang, as well as upgrades to the walls of the Krukut
River. By 1923 all major roads in Tanah Abang were sealed
too, and an upgrade to Pasar Tanah Abang in 1926 and 1927
changed the appearance of the textile market area. During the
Japanese occupation of Batavia, Tanah Abang was the scene
of one of the most notorious internment camps in the Dutch
East Indies: Camp Tjideng, where death and diseases were rife
amongst the 10,000 women and children who were interned
there. After independence Tanah Abang slowly changed from
aresidential to a more business-dominated district.
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The future of Tanah Abang

As part of Jakarta's Transit Oriented Development (TOD)
plans, aiming to improve and develop areas around transport
hubs, the appearance of Tanah Abang will soon change
drastically.

The proposed development, with the caveat that plans do
often change in Jakarta, consists of residential high rise
apartments, commercial office buildings, warehouses, shops
and hotels in the immediate area between Pasar Tanah Abang
and the Tanah Abang railway station. The investment will cost
approximately US$ 1.4 billion.

Just before publication of this book the process of acquiring
land had just commenced. This will mean that many residents A — - ; S

The white elongated structure in front of Tanah Abang railway
station, parallel to the banjir canal, shows the new skybridge

under construction in 2019.

in the Jatibaru and Tanah Rendah kampungs will be forced
to vacate their land. The question is how it will be managed
and how fair the compensation for the expropriation will be.
Looking at the artist’s impression of the area (see the drawing
on this page) it appears that the entire area of Jatibaru and
Tanah Rendah will be sacrificed for the high rise development
plans which should be completed anywhere between 2023

Artist's and 2025.
impression of

4 the plans of One of the first initiatives of the plan was to build a 'skybridge’
", future high rise

35 Taoiah Abamis between the train station and the market. The construction
= hetwest the of it has led to brawls between street vendors and authorities
banjir canal (top in early 2019. Vendors who had to vacate their sites to make
left) and Jalan way for the construction of the bridge were offered a spot on
Mas Mansyur the bridge after finalisation, with the remainder to be offered
(right bottom) . space at Blok F of Pasar Tanah Abang, however this has led to

chaos and lack of space. Around a quarter of the street sellers
refused to sell at locations determined by the government.
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Tanah Abang railway station (1899)

Modern transport arrived in Tanah Abang just before the
turn of the century. After three years of construction the
new western railway which connected Batavia Benedenstad
(Jakarta Kota) with Rangkasbitung in West-Java was officially
opened in October 1899. The new railway station in Tanah
Abang was very modest in size, but soon proved too small. In
1910 new adjacent buildings were attached, and during the
1920s it was further expanded. Initially it had been intended
to also construct a railway connection between the train

stations of Weltevreden (Gambir) and Tanah Abang, but
due to cost saving this plan did not proceed. Instead it was
decided to extend the tram line between Tanah Abang Heuvel
and the train station, so that at least there would have been
a more direct public transport connection between Tanah
Abang and Pasar Senen in the east. This line opened in 1899,
the same year as the electric tram line through Tanah Abang
commenced operation, however it was already discontinued
in 1904 as it was not profitable.

The first Tanah Abang railway station in a
picture from an unknown photographer,
. around 1900. At the front a tram carriage
at the end point of the line between Tanah
Abang Heuvel and Tanah Abang Station.
This line was discontinued in 1904. In
the distance a gudang (warehouse) of the
Staatsspoorwegen (State Railways). We
are looking in a southerly direction. The
banjir canal is behind the train carriages
on the right.

The Tanah Abang railway station around
1910, this time looking north from the
bridge over the banjir canal. We recognize
the warehouse at the front, but the 1899

J railway station in the distance has already
beenreplaced by a more elongated
building. The road Djati Baroe (Jalan
Jatibaru) is on the right hand side of the
railway buildings, and runs parallel to

§ the train tracks. The picture is from an

§ unknown photographer.
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The tram in Tanah Abang (1899-1960)

Just before the turn of the century, on 9 April 1899, the electric
tram was introduced to Tanah Abang, when the section of
line 4 from the Dierentuin (Kebun Binatang or Zoo), via Pasar
Tanah Abang, to Harmonie was opened. In 1869 there had
already been a horse drawn tram that ran from Harmonie
to Pasar Tanah Abang, however by early 1870 this service
was already discontinued due to decreasing demand. The
electric tram however, was an instant success, and this public
transport option to Pasar Tanah Abang soon became one of
the busiest in the city.

BATAVIASCHS TRAMUAY

k@\ De dienst op de Lijn

Y batavie — Kramat

is op ZONDAG den 11v JULLJ Um.ln nd. Advertisement
I voorloopige rn recds zepubliceerde Dienst r

blijit i werking, for the first horse
Het begin van e avonddienst soor de Opera en | drawn tram service

op Muziekavonden sl nader worden bekend gemaskt | in Tanah Abang in
Vooreerst vertiekt het luatste Rijtuie vit de STAD | 1869. [twas nota

om 6 uur 30 minuten ¢n van KRAMAT ow 7 uur. success and already
Op e Lin TANAH-ABANG — HARMONIE wordt

stopped after just

tot 7 uur 30 minuten gereden
g over half a year.

De Administrateur,

4425) GROTHE.

A side track through Djati Baroe to the new train station of
Tanah Abang however was not well used and this line was
already discontinued in 1904. Many Tanah Abang postcards
issued in the first decade of the twentieth century pictured
the tram in Tanah Abang, especially around Tanah Abang
Heuvel. Until 1930 the tram service was conducted by the
Batavia Electrische Tram Maatschappij (Batavia Electric
Tram Company) B.E.T.M., afterwards by the N.V. Bataviasche
Verkeers Maatschappij (Public Batavia Traffic Company)
BV.M.
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The tram at Pasar Tanah Abang in 1900, pictured in H.J.A. Duparc’s
book Trams en Tramlijnen, de elektrische stadstrams op Java.
Photo by an anonymous photographer.

BATAVIA ELECTRISCHE TRAM-MAATSCHAPPIJ,
@@ Vao af Maandag ® Mel vertrekt de lastste trein van de HARMONIE des avonds om § uer 35 minute
o DE CHEF DER EXPLOITATIE.

B‘TAVI‘ FLECTRISCHE TRAM-MAATSCHAPPIJ,

EF: 1kl 2kl Inlanders.
HARMONIE — PASSAR I'A ABANG, . . . . . . . . . .. 10 cent. 5 cent. 2y cent.
PASSAR TANAH AB — MENTENG (Dierentuin). . . . . . . 10 » 85 » N, »
HARMON Diereat®iB) « o . .o+ o4 .. . e . . WM » 10+ 5
AND-ABONNENENT: 1kl 2 ki
HARMO! PASSAR TANAH ABANG . . . . . . . . . .. 5. H ..o

HARMUNIE — MENTENG (Dierestam) . . . . . . . . . . . .

DE CHEF DER EXI‘UJITATIF.

Advertisement in the Bataviaasch Nieuwsblad of 9 May 1899,
showing the ticket prices of the tram from Harmonie to Menteng/
Dierentuin, via Pasar Tanah Abang. There were three classes,

and in colonial days that meant a separate class for the native
population. It also showed that only travellers in first and second
class could obtain a subscription.
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DE FEESTELUKE OPENING VAN HET BAANVAK

DIERENTUIN - HARMONIE DER BATAVIA Article in the

ELECTRISCHE TRAMMAATSCHAPPLI. Bataviaasch
Onder Liging van weder, had Nieuwsblad of 10
de feestelijke opening van baanvak - April 1899, which
tuin — Harmonie der m Flectrische Trammaat- y

tells how the new
electric tram
service between the
Dierentuin (Zoo)
and Harmonie, via
Tanah Abang, was
opened. It took a
few attempts by
photographers
Charls & Van Es to
take pictures, due to
street sellers trying
to pass in between
the tram and the
camera.

There are not many human interest stories available
concerning the Tanah Abang tram, however an anecdote in
the Sumatra Post of 12 September 1923, tells the story of a few
cheeky school students in an article called ‘Delays in Batavia®

“... there you had the old tram of Batavia, which was never able
to conquer the hill of Tanah Abang if too many were seated
at the rear. At the back there was the first class carriage with
teachers, always busy chatting. We sat in the carriages in front.
When the tram was halfway up the hill and clambering its way
up, puffing terribly, we fumbled the pin out of the connection
hook between the last and second last carriage. Speedily the
teachers in their carriage slid off the hill. Our tram, now lighter
in weight, shot up the hill and over. Finally we let them discover
we had lost our poor teachers. Then, with a general cheer, the
entire tram had to go back down the hill again, to pick up the
horrified teachers. And now the tram had such a short run-up,
that it again would not be able to make it to the hilltop. What
time would school then start? Well...”.
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Tram Network Batavia (Jakarta) 1899-1900

Amsterdamsche Poort

Amsterdam Gate . Electric Tram

- Steam Tram

Batavia Station
Stasiun Jakarta Kota

Harmonie
Harmoni

Pasar Senen

Tanah Abang Station

Stasiun Tanah Abang Kramat

Pasar Menteng/Dierentuin
TanahAbang Menteng/Kebun Binatang

Meester Cornelis
Jatinegara

Kampong Melajoe
Kampung Melayu

When the electric tram was introduced in April 1899, steam trams
had already been in existence since 1883 (Amsterdamsche Poort
to Kramat), extended to Meester Cornelis in 1884, and to Kampong
Melajoe in 1891.

The tram in Tanah Abang definitely remained in the memories
of many former Batavia residents, like Mr. E.F. Pauli, who
in the Dutch Indies magazine Moesson of 1 February 1979
described with nostalgia the scenery of the tram journey
from De Harmonie to Pasar Tanah Abang: “.. riding towards
the south we first had the connecting road to Koningsplein
Noord (Jalan Medan Merdeka Utara) on the left, then on the
right the Kerkhoflaan (Jalan Tanah Abang 1), or Jalan Kober,
to the late European cemetery where my grandparents, parents
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Disappearing history in Tanah Abang

Living in a pre-1940s house with a sizeable garden along a
main street in Tanah Abang has become extremely rare. Not
only have the majority of colonial era houses in Tanah Abang
been demolished to make place for commercial offices, shops
or modern multi-storey residences, but even constructions
built in the 1970s and 1980s are now gradually being replaced
by high rise offices and apartments.

The main streets of Jalan Abdul Muis (formerly Tanah Abang
West, Jalan Tanah Abang Timur (Tanah Abang Oost) and
Jalan Fachrudin (Tanah Abang Heuvel) have fewer than ten
buildings or houses dating back to when Indonesia was the
Dutch East Indies. Those who are looking for nineteenth
century heritage only need be able to count to two: the portico
at the entrance of Taman Prasasti (Kebon Jahe cemetery)
dating back to 1844, and the Museum Tekstil from the 1860s.

However, even the latest colonial developments in Tanah
Abang like Taman Tanah Abang 3 (Westerpark), are slowly
changing in appearance. With the demolition of pre-
World War II houses, a lot of unique architecture is sadly
disappearing too. Think of art deco, stained glass windows
and early twentieth century ornaments and fittings.

Near the entrance to Kampung Bali is the only Chinese
shophouse left in the Pasar Tanah Abang area, but it is in a
deplorable state. In some side streets of Jalan Abdul Muis and
areas in Cideng there are a few 1930s houses left, but these
have often been altered in such a way that they are not worth
capturing in this book.

Sustainable preservation is the latest trend, however for most
of Tanah Abang this has come too late. There is not much
history left. Fortunately there are a few examples of colonial
structures that were saved, at least for now. The former
premises of car dealer Fuchs & Rens along Jalan Abdul Muis
are now a D’Cost VIP restaurant, and the mansion of Chinese
millionnaire Lim Tiang Hoey along Jalan Fachrudin is now a
branch of Bank Mandiri. Although Tanah Abang has only a
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Map of today’s Tanah Abang pointing out the historic leftovers.

handful of colonial remnants, it provides the opportunity to

include a more or less complete picture in this book of what
is still there.
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and other family members hoped to have an undisturbed
eternal rest. Then on the left hand side came the Museumlaan
(Jalan Museum) as a transfer point between Tanah Abang and
Koningsplein West (Jalan Medan Merdeka Barat) with the
Museum there. Then followed on the right Laan Trivelli (Jalan
Tanah Abang 2), on the left the small bridge to Tanah Abang
Oost (Jalan Tanah Abang Timur), which was opposite Laan de
Riemer (Jalan Tanah Abang 3) and then Laan de Bruin Kops
(Jalan Tanah Abang 4). We bumped further along Gang Scott
(Jalan Budi Kemuliaan) and then we arrived at the crossing
with Kebon Sirih (Jalan Kebon Sirih) on the left and on the
right Gang Djati Baroe (Jalan Jatibaru) where my parents had
their dairy farm at number 23. Further up the road the tram
followed the bend and along Tanah Abang Heuvel on which the
country house of the Bik family was located, then continuing to
Pasar Tanah Abang with all its market stalls where you could
enjoy delicious soup, sate and gule kambing.”

An almost countrified landscape in Batavia around 1900. This
photo appears in H.J.A. Duparc’s book Trams en Tramlijnen, de
elektrische stadstrams op Java (Trams and Tram Lines, the electric
city trams on Java). The anonymous photographer is looking in

a southeasterly direction where we see the tram in the bend at
Tanah Abang Heuvel riding towards Pasar Tanah Abang.
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Tram Network Batavia (Jakarta) 1941

Amsterdamsche Poort,
Amsterdam Gate @ @ . Electric Tram

@ Tram Line

Djembatan Merah
Jembatan Merah

Djembatan Lima
Jembatan Lima

y<£3)

loleloe e

‘Meester Cornelis
Jatinegara

Kampong Melajoe

@ Kampung Melayu

The tramline numbers were introduced in 1933, and a year later
the entire tram network consisted of electric trams. As from 1935,
line 4 started at the Amsterdamsche Poort with Pasar Tanah
Abang as the terminus, and the route east of Pasar Tanah Abang
became tram line 5.
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il

The former premises of Lever’s
Zeepfabrieken N.V. (Lever’s
Soap Factories) at Jalan
Abdul Muis 12. The offices,

in stark design, were opened
in 1941. Today they are the
offices of United Can Co Ltd,
a manufacturer of packaging
products, like aluminum and
steel cans, but also aerosol
cans and battery covers. For a
1941 picture of this building
see Chapter 6 page 160.

A good example of sustainable preservation at Jalan Abdul Muis 14. This
building, with lovely stained glass windows, was the premises of Tanah
Abang’s best known car dealer Fuchs & Rens. Their first office was already

on this street in 1886, however this building dates back to 1918. Itis now a
branch of D’Cost VIP, an affordable restaurant and bakery chain. For historical
pictures see Chapter 5 pages 142-143, and also Chapter 6 page 160.
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The tram of line 4
at the tram stop
between Hotel
des Indes and the
Postspaarbank
(Bank Tabungan
Pos) at the start
of Molenvliet
West (Jalan Gajah
Mada), on its way
§ to Tanah Abang
Heuvel. On the
right side of the
photo part of Hotel
Des Galeries at
the other side

of the canal on
Molenvliet Oost
(Jalan Hayam
Wuruk). Photo

by amateur
photographer Frits
van Exter, around
1937,

The only days that the tram was out of service was between 6 the Perusahaan Pengangkutan Djakarta in 1954 could not
and 9 March 1942, during the start of the Japanese invasion of make it profitable, certainly not after a number of employee
‘World War II, however from 10 March 1942 it was reinstated, strikes and some tariff increases. Line 4 was closed down on
then by the Seibu Rikuyo Kioko Batavia Shiden, later Seibu 16 March 1960, like most of the tram lines in Djakarta and
Rikuyo Kioko Djakarta Shiden. buses replaced this once popular public transport. The last

tram in Djakarta, between Kramat and Kampung Melayu,
After Indonesia's independence the financial situation of was discontinued in 1962.

the tram company worsened, and the change from BV.M. to
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The only historical house left on Jalan Tanah Abang Timur. This house with ornamental roof, at number 3 in the street, dates back to the 1910s. See also Chapter 6
page 173.

Despite some additions and changes made
during previous renovations, the building
of the Budi Kemuliaan hospital is still very
recognizable, including the original name
with the Dutch 'oe’-spelling from 1935.
The iron fence surrounding the hospital
still carries the feature of awoman and a
child. Compare with the historic picture
in Chapter 6 page 174.
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To my grandfather and my grandmother,
who conveyed their love for Tanah Abang to me

Tanah Abang Heuvel, Batavia/Jakarta 1926





OEBPS/images/0_Page_126.jpg
250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

Infrastructure projects (1918-1924)

Batavia was struck by one of its heaviest floods in 1918. Most
kampungs in the lower areas of Tanah Abang were entirely
flooded, the cemetery was covered in water, and the Krukut
River had burst its banks. The unsealed roads throughout
Tanah Abang transformed into mud pools. As a result there
was serious hunger and people became homeless. Where
possible, help was provided, for example by Tanah Abang
landlord Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (see Chapter 3).

For the Batavia City Council the events of 1918 were reason
to accelerate the plans to upgrade the roads in Tanah Abang,
improve the drainage and infrastructure in the neigborhoods,
and build reinforcement walls along the entire length of the
Krukut River. The kampung improvements started in 1919
with the levelling of terrain, stopping up puddles, and the
construction of open gutters for the drainage of flood waters.
In addition to this were the pavement of paths, installation
of septic tanks and building public bathrooms. Targets were
the lower situated neighborhoods like Tanah Rendah, Djati
Baroe, Kebon Djahe and Petodjo. The construction of the
Tjideng drainage canal between Petodjo and Djati Baroe was
prioritized too and completed in 1919. Higher-situated areas
like Kampung Bali, just northeast of Pasar Tanah Abang, were
improved in 1930.

The city council often had to negotiate with landowners
too, as a number of the kampungs were situated on private
land. A newspaper article mentioned that most landowners
cooperated as visual improvements to the neighbourhoods
would obviously increase the value of their lands too. In
cases where a landowner was not willing to cooperate the
council had the mandate to force them to upgrade the areas
themselves, without any subsidy from the city council.

Between 1922 and 1930 the Batavia City Council had upgraded
109 hectares of kampungs in the city with a total expenditure
of 687,000 guilders. Although most areas in Tanah Abang
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\F d b
Renovations and wall reinforcements on the Krukut canal along
Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) in 1919. The photographer is
unknown.

s - £ e,

were upgraded by 1929, as they were prioritized because they
were most prone to flooding, there were still 541 hectares to
upgrade elsewhere in the city. The rivers in Tanah Abang were
all upgraded by the mid 1920s.

The appearance of Tanah Abang rapidly changed when all
major roads in the area were asphalted in 1922 and 1923. It
was part of a masterplan with 43 kilometres of road sealed
across the city by the end of 1923. The complication with
the asphalting works was that they could only be conducted
during the dry season. Finally, most of the old street lanterns
were replaced by new 'booglampen’ (arc lamps) in 1937.
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One of the most beautiful roof ornaments in Tanah Abang has miraculously
survived, despite the traffic, newly added facade, and the tangle of electricity
poles and wires. The roof ornaments date back to the late nineteenth century.
This shop along Jalan Abdul Muis 78 can also be seen on a 1941 picture in
Chapter 6 page 169.
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=

The Krukut River around 1915, a few years before the renovations. Residents of Tanah Abang fish in the river that runs along Tanah Abang West on the left,
and Tanah Abang Oost on the right. These lively scenes in the water became rare after the wall reinforcements as it was more difficult to enter the water from the
shore. The picture has been taken by an anonymous photographer.
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Neither the Ar-Rohah mosque along Jalan Abdul Muis 104 or any of the old buildings
between Jalan Kebon Jahe and the mosque are in a complete and intact historical state,
however there is still plenty of history available. Despite the facade change and new
additions, the former Nikko building at Jalan Abdul Muis 88 on the corner with Jalan
Kebon Jahe still exists (top right), as well as the symmetrical equivalent on the other side
of the side street (top left). Some of the shops right of the Ar-Rohah mosque still have their
original roofs with red tiles. The mosque itself has been renovated a few times. Compare
with an 1860s picture in Chapter 2 page 49.
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Introduction

morning, the 192 meter-long passenger liner “Willem

Ruys” of the Royal Rotterdamsche Lloyd left the
Djakarta harbour of Tandjong Priok. Destination: Rotterdam,
the Netherlands. On board was Her Verbeek Wolthuys (1900-
1974), grandfather of the author. He was leaving Indonesia
once and for all. There was no one on the quay to wish and
wave him farewell. Because he was the last to leave. Her left
with mixed feelings. Deep in his heart he did not want to leave
at all. But there were political developments between the new
Republic of Indonesia and its former colony, and Djakarta was
slowly becoming aless inviting place for foreigners tolive. And
thus Her left reluctantly, following the rest of his family, who
had departed a few years earlier. Not only leaving behind his
own footsteps but also more than two centuries of Bik family
history in Indonesia. It was this family which Her himself had
been part of since 1925 when he had arrived at this same port,
full of hope, joy and excitement.

On 26 December 1952, just past eleven o'clock in the

The passenger liner Willem Ruys in the harbour of Tandjong Priok
in Djakarta, 1952. Photo by E. van Hage.

Announcement of the
upcoming departure of
Willem Ruys with Her
Verbeek Wolthuys on
board. Advertisement
in the Java Bode of 23
December 1952.

In the book Tempo Doeloe (1961), author E. Breton de Nijs
(Rob Nieuwenhuys) included two nineteenth century photos
of the Bik family in front of their estates in Salemba and
Tanah Abang (see also pages 274-275), in what was then called
Batavia. He wrote:

“In 1816 a certain Jan Bik and numerous family members
departed for the Indies. He became the patriarch of a large
family, rooted in the Indies. The Biks formed a huge clan.
Remarkably there were often marriages between family
members. The consideration, to keep together the growing
family fortune, was obviously not unrelated to this. From a
social point of view, most descendants of Jan Bik remained in
the upper class of society. The typical Indies’ “sinking” occurred
very rarely in this family”.

This was a quite accurate description of a family that was
influential in colonial Jakarta throughout the nineteenth
century and first half of the twentieth century. But the Biks
were not a typical Dutch family with a predictable colonial
career of departing for the Indies for a limited amount of time
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The Krukut Rlvel after the renovations and wall reinforcements. This postcard dates from the
early 1930s and shows less activity in the water than in the photo on the opposite page. The river
has become a canal and is more narrow too. Although the scene looks less countrified, and more
structured and organized, it did result in a significant improvement in the drainage of flood waters.
We are looking here in a northerly direction, with the road Tanah Abang West on the left. The house
on the left stood on the corner with Gang Thomas (Jalan Tanah Abang 5), which is just outside this
picture.

Kampung Tanah Rendah before (top) and after (bottom)
the renovations. Photos featured in the book Gemeente
Batavia (Batavia City Council) 1905-1930. Tanah Rendah,
literally meaning ‘low land’ was situated west of Tanah
Abang Heuvel and was one of the hardest hit areas during
the floods of 1918.
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A beautiful 1920s house at Jalan
Fachrudin 9, which today is in
use as the guest house of the
Mission Aviation Fellowship
(MAF) organization. The house
is still in excellent condition
including the original kitchen,
windows and doors with lovely
stained glass windows. When
the author was invited to wander
around the house in 2018, it was
a magnificent feeling walking

in a quiet private residence so
close to the congested and noisy
Pasar Tanah Abang. It was as if
someone had just travelled in a
time machine. A 1941 picture of
this house can be seen in Chapter
6 page 177.
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and earning enough money with the aim of returning to a
comfortable retirement back in the home country. Most Biks
were deeply rooted in the Indies culture, and in a number
of cases even developed an outspoken aversion to what they
called ‘Baru Belanda’, new Dutch arrivals, who in their eyes
were not integrating into the society but arrogantly calling
the shots without learning the culture, lifestyle and behaviors
of those who were born, raised and educated in Batavia, the
so-called ‘stayers’. It led to clashes even within the Bik family
itself, but was no longer sustainable from the early twentieth
century when Bik children frequently followed education
in Europe and met their future spouses in the Netherlands,
subsequently bringing them to the Indies.

When those newcomers arrived in the Bik family they were
amazed by what they experienced. A massive elite clan of
hundreds offamilymembers, with their typical Indieslifestyle,
virtues and hospitality, but also with their quirky habits, and
all carrying the name Bik in different forms: De Nijs Bik, Butin
Bik, van Berckel Bik, de Perez Bik, Arnold Bik and Vreede
Bik. Within two generations after their arrival most Biks had
worked themselvesup tohigh ranking positionsin the colonial
society, and often pursued careers in plantation agriculture,
making a fortune as landowners. This was accelerated when
one of Jan Bik’s sons, Jannus Theodorus (1796-1875), married
the widow of the prominentand wealthy Van Riemsdijk family,
and a grandson married the granddaughter of Leendert Miero
(1755-1834). Miero had arrived in Batavia in 1776. He set foot
in the Indies as a poor soldier, but was one of the wealthiest
residents of Batavia when he died in 1834 at the age of 79. In
1863 Jannus Theodorus Bik became the owner of the country
estate Tanah Abang, in Batavia’s elite center of Weltevreden
(now Central Jakarta).

Tanah Abang, the jewel of the Bik family

Tanah Abang is a district with a rich trading history dating
back to 1628. Its textile market was founded in 1735 and is
now the largestin Southeast Asia. It was also a popular retreat
area for the colonial elite. Governor-General Van Riebeeck

10

had already established a sizeable estate on Tanah Abang
Heuvel (now known as Tanah Abang Bukit) in 1710, which
in the 1740s was torn down by Governor-General Van Imhoff
who built an even larger country house on the site. Those
early landowners owned the entire Tanah Abang district
which extended even further south and west than today’s
Tanah Abang. The remnants of Van Imhoff’s estate became
the jewel of the Bik family in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, and this site eventually survived until
the mid 1980s after it had functioned as the headquarters of
Indonesia’s powerful Air Force (AURI) after independence.
Tanah Abang also became synonymous with burials. And if
the graves and tombstones at the Kebon Jahe cemetery (now
Taman Prasasti) had remained untouched (which sadly did
not happen), it would have been the oldest original modern
cemetery in the world and heritage listed by UNESCO. One
of the largest and most notorious Japanese internment camps
in Indonesia during World War 1I, Tjideng (Cideng), was in
the area too and marked one of the darkest chapters in Tanah
Abang’s history.

Despite so many relevant historic events and sites, and being
one of Jakarta’s oldest districts, Tanah Abang is very much
underrepresented in most history books about Jakarta. It is
often almost entirely ignored. When it does get a mention it
is mostly limited to the cemetery, a description of the market
and some pictures of nineteenth century street views. Tanah
Abang’s rich history and that of its multi-ethnic population
has never been researched and described in detail before.

Tanah Abang'’s historic remnants are rapidly disappearing.
Since the 1970s, the appearance of Tanah Abang has
undergone an unrecognizable metamorphosis following the
demolition of colonial era homes along the main streets and
Chinese style shophouses around Pasar Tanah Abang. It has
sadly led to a severe loss of character too. Since the early 2010s
there has been a new wave of construction where often two
or three storey dwellings from the 1970s-1990s have been
replaced by high rise office and apartment buildings. Even
kampungs were not spared and two of the oldest kampungs of
Jakarta, Tanah Rendah and Jatibaru, are about to disappear
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The newly asphalted road at Tanah Abang Heuvel on a postcard from
around 1925. We are looking here in a northerly direction towards the
crossing with Djati Baroe and Kebon Sirih in the distance. Already

in the mid 1920s, there is still hardly any motorized traffic on this

> ™ road. We mainly see bicycles, delman and a street seller at the front

= | with a characteristic pikulan. On the right the tram track which was
constructed in 1899. Itis not known who the publisher of this postcard
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The new water dam at Karet, just south of Pasar Tanah Abang, was
built after the completion of the banjir canal section on the southside
of Menteng in 1919. It helped the control of water of the Tjiliwoeng
(Ciliwung) River from the mountains to the Java Sea. This water dam is
still present today. This picture, from an unknown photographer, was
taken around 1925.
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Sab:

Taman Prasasti in 1995. View to the back of the portico.

Taman Prasasti in 1995, before a number of tombstones

| were attached to concrete columns a few years later. From

the opening of the park in 1977 until the end of the 1990s
most stones were laid randomly in the grass.
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Tanah Abang railway station (1970-80s)

Since the first trains stopped at Tanah Abang in 1899 (see
Chapter 5 page 128) the railway station has undergone many
changes. The original small building was gradually extended
with additional construction south of the station, however
the platforms were in the open air until 1970, when a timber
construction was fitted. This was not specifically constructed
for Tanah Abang but was the old timber cover of Setjang
(Secang) railway station on the trainline between Yogyakarta
and Ambarawa in Central Java. The roof was deconstructed
and rebuilt in Jakarta. This situation existed until 1995 when
it was replaced by an elevated train station building.

The appearance of the immediate neighbourhood of the train
station has undergone more changes in 2018 and 2019 with
the construction of the new Tanah Abang 'skybridge' which
connects the railway station with Pasar Tanah Abang (see
page 251).

The facade of Tanah Abang railway station in 1978. The cars in front

are driving southbound on Jalan Jatibaru. It is not known who

took this photograph. The flags surrounding the entrance probably
1 indicate this photo was taken around the celebration of Indonesia’s

Independence Day in August of that year.

As the Tanah Abang train station lies next to the banjir canal
or West Flood Canal, the station and the train tracks were
still regularly prone to flooding, especially during the annual
rainy season. This situation lasted until the elevated train
station was completed in 1995.

A number of intercity services to Merak at the western tip of
theisland of Java were terminated in 2017, hence Tanah Abang
train station currently only serves as a stop on the 'yellow line'
from Duri to Bogor, and the 'green line' to Rangkasbitung.

The front facade of the Tanah Abang railway station in 1988, as
seen from Jalan Jatibaru.
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Pt st ?
Olivia Mariamne Raffles-Devenish (1771-1814), was the spouse of Thomas
Stamford Raffles, Lieutenant-Governor of Java from 1811 to 1815. In the
Botanical Gardens of Buitenzorg a memorial monument has been erected, but
she was buried in Tanah Abang.

A stylish cast iron bench at Taman Prasasti, with the Kroet family
tomb behind it, on a 2018 photo. Johannes Hendricus Kroet
(1851-1930) was Captain of the Infantry within the KNIL (Royal
Netherlands Indies Army). There is a mistake on this tombstone:
Kroet’s son Maximiliaan Henricus was not born in 1900, but on

9 January 1901, fifteen months after Kroet’s daughter Bianca
Estella sadly passed away at the age of two. It also mentions
‘Batavia’ as the place where Maximiliaan passed away in 1950,
although at the time the city had been renamed Djakarta.
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1) o e 7
Tanah Abang railway station on 18 July 1973. This photo has been taken from one of the platforms, looking south, by train enthusiast Geoff Plumb from the United

Kingdom. Together with the people who are standing on the middle platform, he undertook a fascinating journey of a few weeks through the island of Java to
research old trains dating back to colonial days, and to take pictures of these trains in action.
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Miss Riboet

Miss Riboet (1900-1965) and her husband
Tio Tek Djien (1895-1975) established the
famous operetta society Orion in 1925.
Orion, named after alocal Bataviatheatre,
initially performed in the capital only,
oftenatthe Prinsenpark, a permanentfair
at the end of Prinsenlaan (Jalan Mangga
Besar), but later travelled throughout the
archipelago and performed various acts.
The group was disbanded in 1942, having
lost much of its popularity due to the
competition of Dardanella.

Performances usually consisted of
krontjong (an Indonesian musical style,
making use of a ukulele-like instrument) — . .
accompanied by piano. Although based ~Miss Riboctin the 1920s, ina
on traditional Bangsawan and Komedi p;fture taklf“ by an unknown
Stamboel, they introduced several pROLOgrapher,

changes, mainly to short one-act plays.
Miss Riboet produced and sold many
records at the time and even had her
own record label. Usually indigenous
performances were ignored by the
colonial society of the time, but Miss
Riboet’s performances were regularly
visited by the Dutch and Dutch-Indo
community and newspaper De Indische
Courant recommended Orion in a 1926
review and praised Miss Riboet’s singing
and acting talent.

Riboet was buried in Tanah Abang, and  Scan this QR code -or follow
although the name of her husband was  the link below- and listen to
already engraved on her tombstone, a broadcast of one of Miss

he was not buried there as he passed Riboet’ performances for the

away in December 1975 when the Tanah NIROMradioim1975,
Abang cemetery was already closed and www.lostjakarta.com/
clearance activities had commenced. 250years_missriboet_nirom

Tombstone of Miss Riboet at Taman Prasasti, on a 2018 photo.
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Train commuting was a completely different experience in 1973 than it is today. Even in Indonesia. People sitting on the front of the train, on the roof of the
train, and hanging out of the train windows, inhaling the black smoke of the colonial era steam locomotives. This picture, taken on 17 July 1973, shows the early
twentieth century station sheds on the right. We are looking north towards Tanah Abang train station, which is just outside this picture.
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Children and young parents at the cemetery

During the existence of the Kebon Jahe cemetery in Tanah Abang a lot of
young children and young parents have been laid to rest. Death was always
around the corner. Babies passed away shortly after being born and children
died as a result of fatal tropical diseases like typhoid, dysentery and cholera.
Children also lost their parents at a young age, often as a result of similar
diseases. When walking in today’s Taman Prasasti there are some striking
monuments and touching texts on the tombstones.

“Rust Zacht Lieve Pappie”,
Rest In Peace Dear Daddy.

M “Hier Rust Ons Kind”,
e 3l Our Child Is Resting Here.

The purer a child’s heart
The deeper the mothers’ grief
So long my son.
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A train approaching Tanah Abang railway station from the north on 17 July 1973, billowing a cloud of oily smoke over the environs of Tanah Abang. Jalan Jatibaru lies
to the left of this train, outside the picture. In the distance the Tanah Abang train station. The locomotive is an old C27 35, built by Armstrong Whitworth in 1922. It
is pulling a classmate C27 10, built by SLM in 1916.
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Vader Jas

The grave of Vader Jas (Father Jas), or Kapitein Jas (Captain Jas)
has always been honored and visited, but despite the detailed
description on the tombstone of the person, the dates and family
members, we are probably looking at the grave of someone who
never existed.

There have been a number of theories, but the most plausible is
probably the one provided in H. Bosboom'’s book “Naar aanleiding
van teekeningen van het Oude Batavia” (As a Result of Drawings
of Old Batavia), published in 1901. In the seventeenth century,
well before the Tanah Abang cemetery existed, people were often
buried close to the so-called Jassenbridge (Jembatan Batu) in
Kota, named after the timber logs that were traded in the area.
Due to the very high death rate at the time, it quickly became
known as ‘the land of Captain Jas’ or when someone died: ‘go to
the land of Captain Jas’.

When the Kebon Jahe cemetery in Tanah Abang opened, Captain
Jas moved too, and the first reference of this grave under a large
tree dates back to 1828. From that time onwards people have
visited, prayed, and made offerings at the site.

Another theory explains about the name ‘Jas’ being derived from
the Portuguese word ‘Diaz’, a name often used by the Mardijker
population who lived around the Jassenbridge. And there is
also a story that Jas was the nickname of former Governor-
General Jeremias van Riemsdijk (1712-1777), who was ‘captain’
of the clerks, and that he was the one who sold a piece of land
near the Portuguese Church (Gereja Sion) in Kota to allow for
the extension of the Jassenbridge cemetery. Is it a coincidence
that Willem Vincent Helvetius van Riemsdijk, son of Jeremias,
made his Tanah Abang land available for the construction of the
Kebon Jahe cemetery? Nevertheless, it is still an important site
at the cemetery and hence the grave of Jas remained untouched
when the cemetery was cleared out and transformed into Taman
Prasasti.

Grave of Vader Jas or Kapitein Jas in 1995 (above), still with the large
Mimbar tree which died a few years later. A new shoot is growing at the
same place. At the bottom some close ups of the tomb in 2018.
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The new Pasar Tanah Abang (1973-1975)

By the early 1970s the largest textile market of Indonesia
was still housed in a single storey building that dated back
to 1927 (see Chapter 5 pages 137-139). Many buildings had
been attached adjacent to and behind it. The market office for
example sat as a kind of birdcage between two roofs. It was not
only messy in appearance, but the market was way too small
and many sellers used the surrounding streets to set up their
textile stalls. There was usually non-stop traffic chaos around
Pasar Tanah Abang during the day.

In 1973 Jakarta’s Governor Ali Sadikin (1927-2008) gave the
green light to demolish the old pasar and to build a new
four storey concrete market complex with a parking deck on

the roof. The two years between the demolition and the re-
opening of the new pasar were areal nightmare for the market
traders. As there was no alternative space, the city council had
approved that textile sellers could set up their kiosks in the
surrounding streets, with the result that Jalan Wahid Hasyim
and Jalan Fachrudin were two open air markets for nearly
two years. When the new Pasar Tanah Abang opened in 1975
it had room for more than 4,300 kiosks.

Since the new Tanah Abang market complex opened, it
suffered from serious fires on several occasions. One block of
the pasar complex burnt down on 30 December 1978, a second
block went up in flames on 13 August 1979. In both cases the
sections were able to be rebuilt.

4 Jalan Fachrudin in front
% of Pasar Tanah Abang

# in 1971, looking south.

Two of the three white

rooftops of the 1927

market buildings are

visible on the right of this

photo. Over the years

an awning structure

had been built in front

of it to slightly enlarge

the pasar complex. This

attractive picture, full of

atmosphere, is an edit

of two separate photos.

It dates from August

1971 and was taken by

Dutch photographer Joost

Evers of Anefo. He was in

Jakarta for the state visit

of Queen Juliana.
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Bik graves in Tanah Abang

Exact numbers are not available but
when the cemetery in Tanah Abang was
cleared in 1975 and 1976, there must have
been around 40 to 50 tombstones with
the name ‘Bik’. In today’s Taman Prasasti
there are five left, with the names of 17 Bik
family members included on them. Most
are in a good condition. They bear the
names of Bik, Butin Bik, De Nijs Bik, Van
Berckel Bik, Arnold Bik and Vreede Bik.
Despite there being only five, there is no
other family name in Taman Prasasti that
appears on so many tombstones as the Bik
family.

Clockwise from the top left:

” - the Arnold Bik tombstone (1906)

with a medallion on top saying “Itis
accomplished”;

- a Butin Bik-van Berckel Bik tombstone
(1875) with the granddaughter of
Leendert Miero as second one mentioned;
- a tombstone with one Bik family

- the tombstone of Jan Pieter Vreede Bik
(1905), a grandson of patriarch Jan Bik.
All photos were taken in 2018.
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The demolition of the 1927 Pasar Tanah Abang complex in a 1973

photo by Kartono Ryadi. The awnings on the 1971 pictures had
already been removed.

The four storey Pasar Tanah Abang complex in 1977, looking in a west to northwesterly
direction, with the roof parking deck on the site of Jalan Kebon Jati. The surrounding
district is still predominantly low-rise and residential. Behind the pasar, above the middle
of the photo, train carriages can be seen, with the characteristic timber roof of the Tanah
Abang railway station to the left. The trees to the right of the pasar form the back of the
AURI (Air Force) headquarters on Tanah Abang Bukit. This photo was taken by Kartono
Ryadi.
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Jeannette Rosalie Butin Bik (1865-1912) was the daughter of Willem Butin Bik (1834-1892) and
Carolina Elisabeth Dina van Berckel Bik (1844-1878), see tombstone opposite page. She married Pieter
Albert de Nijs Bik (1858-1920) in 1884. They were second cousins. Jeannette Rosalie passed away at the

relatively young age of 47, after complications from kidney stones. The photo above has been taken by
a photographer of Charls & Van Es at the Tanah Abang cemetery on 16 December 1912, the day of her
funeral and shows the fresh grave and an abundance of flowers. On the top right the tombstone that is
still present in today’s Taman Prasasti, and where Pieter Albert and their son Willem are included too.

250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA
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The eastern side of Pasar Tanah Abang in 1977 with MONAS (the National Monument) in the far
distance on the right. The Chinese style shophouses were still present here but the ones towards
the leftin the distance would be demolished later that year after Ali Sadikin’s decision to widen
the road to ease congestion in Tanah Abang. The space between the Chinese shophouses, just right
above the middle of this picture at the small billboard, is the start of Jalan Wahid Hasyim (formerly
Jalan Asem Lama), which would run to the right of this picture. The narrow road towards the top
left of this picture is Jalan Fachrudin (formerly Jalan Tanah Abang Bukit). This photo was taken by
].B. Suratno.

Ali Sadikin (1927-2008) visiting Pasar Tanah Abang in 1987. Sadikin was the longest
serving Governor of Jakarta from 1966 to 1977, and responsible for modernizing
Indonesia’s capital while at the same time preserving its history. This included many
unpopular measures as part of the urban reforms, but Bang Ali was popular, even

a decade later when he no longer held the position of Governor of Jakarta. It is not
known who took this photograph.
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The front of Pasar Tanah Abang in a 1983 photo by Widi
Krastawan, with two cars under protective covering.
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a tion compared to other parts that were overgrown and neglected. These are g
southmn (*nd ()f thec mot( IV lo()l\mg t()walds th(‘ 2ast. B ance Jakarta’s National Monument (MONAS), which provides this picture with an inte
contrast between old and modern Jakarta. The photographer is not known.
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Traffic congestion on the eastern side of Pasar Tanah Abang
in a 1986 photo by an anonymous photographer. The bus on
the left just comes out of Jalan Wahid Hasyim, the buses on
the right drive along Jalan Fachrudin. The Chinese shophouse
on the corner on the left can also be seen in a 1941 picture

in Chapter 6 page 187. Compared to the 1977 pictures on the
previous pages, the parking space in front of Pasar Tanah
Abang has been fenced off. Although only three decades

ago, in today’s Jakarta this site has changed unrecognizably.
Nowadays Jalan Mas Mansyur (which did not existin 1977)
runs in a tunnel underneath Jalan Fachrudin in a north-south
direction. The intersection is now covered by the new pasar

' complex overpass, and in front we would now see the high
rise buildings of Blok A and Blok B.

The southside of Pasar Tanah Abang in 1988 looking
westwards along Jalan Kebon Jati towards the banjir canal.
Buses and motorbikes already give this area a congested
appearance, no different from today, except that the four
storey pasar complex now consists of the new high rise pasar
building, constructed between 2005 and 2010. The famous
Pasar Kambing is on the right beyond the furthest pasar
building, and still exists today. This picture was taken by an
unknown photographer.
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Tanah Abang cemetery in 1975

The photos on this and the next page have been taken by a photographer
of Dutch Indies magazine Moesson (at the time called Tong Tong) at
the Tanah Abang cemetery in Jakarta around the time the clearance
activities began at the end of 1975. It shows the cemetery in its original
state before it was closed and turned into Taman Prasasti. Most of the
structures that can be seen in these pictures have been disposed of.

123





OEBPS/images/0_Page_238.jpg
8. The metamorphosis of Tanah Abang 1945-now

Museum Tekstil (1976)

Itis probably no coincidence that Indonesia’s textile museum
is a stone’s throw from the largest textile market of Southeast
Asia. It was again Jakarta’s Governor Ali Sadikin in the 1970s
who pushed for the realization of a museum showcasing the
history and variety of Indonesian textiles. While Sadikin was
the leading force behind the urban modernization of Jakarta,
at the same time he was of the strong opinion that history
should be preserved and showcased to younger generations.
Sadikin had successfully restored Taman Fatahillah in
Jakarta Kota in 1974, and also saved 1,200 historic tombstones
at the former Kebon Jahe cemetery in Tanah Abang, which
was inaugurated by himself in 1977 as Taman Prasasti (see
Chaper 4 page 105).

TextileshavealwaysbeenanimportantpartoflifeinIndonesia,
whether as components of dress or as ritual and ceremonial
objects. During the early 1970s, a group of Jakarta citizens
worked together to establish an organisation dedicated to the
preservation and study of Indonesian textiles.

The use of traditional textiles, the understanding of their use
and the quantity and quality of production were in decline
at the time. Some had even become extremely rare. This
motivated the Himpunan Wastraprema (Society of Textile
Lovers) to donate 500 high-quality textiles obtained from the
collections of its members across Indonesia. Governor Sadikin
responded by providing accommodation to showcase these
textiles. The majestic house on Jalan Jati Petamburan (now
Jalan Aipda KS Tubun) became the location of the museum.
It had been the former residence of the wealthy Arab Said
Abdullah Bin Aloei Alatas (1844-1929) and had been used by
various Indonesian government institutions until 1975 (see
Chapter 5 pages 148-149).

The wife of then President Soeharto (1921-2008), Mrs. Tien
Soeharto (1923-1996), opened Museum Tekstil on 28 June 1976.
The museum’s collection is one of the most comprehensive
in the world showing a broad range of Indonesian textiles
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Museum Tekstil in 1980, four years after the opening. This photo
was taken by Helmi Kodhyat.

-

including Javanese batik, batik ulos, ikat, embroideries,
beadwork and various application techniques. Museum
Tekstil also exhibits traditional tools and equipment used in
the textile industry like weaving and batik tools from various
regions in Indonesia.

Inside the building there are rooms displaying textiles, while
in the back garden there is a natural dye garden with plants
used as natural textile dye. There are also facilities where
explanations are given on dyeing batik and blending natural
colors, and there is the opportunity for visitors to create their
own batik.

The museum regularly cooperates with private collectors and
various institutions in holding short thematic shows between
itsregular displays, such asthe ASEAN Textiles Exhibition and
aFestival of Indonesian Textiles in general, each accompanied
by a seminar and a cultural performance related to the theme
of the show. It also hosts special exhibitions and conferences
on various aspects of traditional Indonesian textiles.
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Tanamur discotheque (1970-2005)

During the 1970s and 1980s Tanah Abang housed the oldest
and most popular nightclub and discotheque in Jakarta:
'Tanamur’, short for Tanah Abang Timur, named after the
street where it was located.

Tanamur was founded in November 1970 by a young Arab
businessman, Ahmad Fahmy Alhady. His father was a
successful textile entrepreneur at Pasar Tanah Abang. Alhady
studied industrial engineering in Germany. However, upon
returning to Jakarta he had the ambition to become an
entrepreneur too, but in an entirely different area than his
father's.

Tanamur Discotheque along Jalan Tanah Abang Timur in a 198
photo by Hasanuddin Assegaft.

There were other nightclubs in Jakarta at the time but Alhady
aimed for a more informal venue and the concept of a
discotheque with a dance floor in the center of it was new to
Jakarta.

Anoldhouse alongJalan Tanah Abang Timur was transformed
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The dancefloor of Tanamur in 1987. Photo by Jimmy S. Harianto.

into the club. The architecture was quite eccentric, the
building entirely painted black inside, windows and doors
resembled church ornaments, and the roof arch inside looked
like it came straight from a mosque. Upon entering through
a red door visitors had to go down the stairs to enter the
dancefloor. The audience that visited Tanamur comprised
mostly young Indonesians and foreign expats and visitors.
Many famous international celebrities have visited the venue
over the years such as boxer Muhammad Ali, pop group The
Bee Gees and Dutch professional football player Ruud Gullit.

Despite the economic crisis of the 1990s, Tanamur managed
to survive, however in the aftermath of the Bali bombings of
2002, itstarted tosuffer froma decline in the number of visitors
as a result of security issues and terrorism in Indonesia. The
lights at the Tanamur nightclub and discotheque went out for
good in 2005.

Ahmad Fahmy Alhady, who for some time was married to
Indonesian activist and artist Ratna Sarumpet, passed away
in 2008.
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8. The metamorphosis of Tanah Abang 1945-now

Although in this case there are only 78 years
between the historical and the modern picture,
there cannot be a sharper contrast. The friendly
shopping street with the tram track, that ran

§ between Tanah Abang Heuvel/Bukit and Pasar

M Tanah Abang has been transformed into a major
thoroughfare. The road in the tunnel (right under the
yellow fence) is Jalan Mas Mansyur and the ground
level street on both sides is called Jalan Fachrudin.
Some of the shops on the right side of the 1941
picture still existed until the 1970s, but whatever was
¢ leftwas demolished by the end of 1977 after Jakarta’s
Governor Ali Sadikin approved the widening of Jalan
Fachrudin. The tunnel was constructed in the early
2000s, but all these measures have not eased traffic.
The immediate vicinity of Pasar Tanah Abang is still
one of the most severely congested areas of Jakarta.
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Chineesche millionnair overleden.

Gisteren-avond overleed alhier op 62-jari-
gen leeftijd, in zijn bekende luxueuse wo-
ning op Tanahabang-heuvel 101, de oud-
kapitein der €hineezen Lim Tiang Hoey.
Hij was een der rijkste ingezetenen van
onze veste.

De nalatenschap, welke voor het grootste
gedeelte bestaat vit een paar particuliere
landerjjen in het Tangerangsche en onge-
veer veertig huizen in Batavia, Buitenzorg,
Bandoeng enz., wordt — naar men ons mede-
deelt — getuxeerd op een waarde van rond
viif millicen gulden. Zij zal volgens testa-
ment gelijkelijk worden verdeeld tusschen
zijn vijf kinderen en zijn weduwe.

De tor aardebestelling zal over ongeveer
een maand plaatsvinden ; de overledene zal
dan waarschijnlijk worden bijgezet in het
graf van zijn cerste echtgenoote.

Article published in newspaper Nieuws van
den Dag voor Nederlandsch Indié, 8 April
1925. Translated: "Chinese millionaire passed
away. Yesterday night the former captain of the
Chinese, Lim Tiang Hoey, passed away at the
age of 62, in his well-known luxurious home

at Tanah Abang Heuvel 101. He was one of the
richest residents of Batavia. His legacy, which
for the most part consists of a few private lands
in Tangerang and around 40 houses in Batavia,
Buitenzorg, Bandoeng eltc. has been estimated
to be around five million guilders. It will be
equally divided between his five children and
widow. The funeral will take place in about a
month; the deceased will probably be buried in
the grave of his first wife.”

Lim Tiang Hoey’s funeral procession at Tanah
Abang Heuvel. The funeral took place a month
after Hoey’s death to allow for the creation of
the procession and all of its attributes.

Thousands of people joining
the funeral procession of
Lim Tiang Hoey in May
1925. Photo taken on the
road Tanah Abang Heuvel
between the Tanah Abang
Heuvel country estate of

the Bik family and Pasar
Tanah Abang. Looking

in a southerly direction.
Compare with the photo

in Chapter 6 page 185. The
pictures of the funeral
procession were taken by an
anonymous photographer.

22 -
The casket with the body of Lim Tiang Hoey, carried by 60 coolies,
all dressed in blue. Here it passes Djati Petamboeran (Jalan Aipda

KS Tubun) on the way to the Laanhof (Petamburan) cemetery. If the
photographer had turned around he would have seen the house that is
currently Museum Tekstil. The house in this photo survived until 2013
when it was demolished.
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The Krukut River, or Kali Krukut, was always an (&

important means of transport in Tanah Abang
during the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth

centuries. The original river ran on the westside of

the district, but the course of the river has changed
over time due to the construction of a few canals

to regulate drainage of the flood water. After the
construction of the Cideng Canal around 1917 and
the infrastructure improvements during the 1920s,
the Krukut River along Jalan Abdul Muis became

amuch narrower canal, but along the westside of |

Tanah Abang Bukit and Pasar Tanah Abang the
river still followed its original course. The historical
picture dates from the 1930s and shows the Krukut
River within the Tanah Rendah kampung, between
Jatibaru and the hill of Tanah Abang, very much a
countrified scene. During the rainy season this often

caused severe floods in the lower-lying kampung. £

The narrow Kali Krukut still runs through Tanah
Rendah today, but is surrounded by bricks and
concrete, and the current residents of the kampung
unfortunately use it to dump rubbish.
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mainly portrayed his estates and the landscapes around
them. Dorus lived most of the time on his estates of Tjileboet
and Tjiloear, and less often Tjisaroea. He rarely stayed in
Batavia, where he had rented out the houses on the Tanah
Abang estate, possibly to family members. Besides he also
owned a house along Rijswijk.

Dorus had only one son Willem Frederik Butyn (1865-1880)
from a relationship with the Javanese woman Naima. When
Dorus passed away in 1875, his nine-year-old son inherited
his fortune, however he too passed away five years later at the
age of 15. Dorus’ capital of 19 million guilders (!) got dispersed
amongst his 32 nephews and nieces; each of them inherited

23

The Tjileboet (Cilebut) estate, just north of Buitenzorg, by Jannus
Theodorus Bik 1850.

nearly 600,000 guilders. The estate of Tjisaroea was inherited
by Bruno Bik's (1808-1868) children (see Appendix 2 pages
314-317). The children of Dorus’ other brother Pieter Albert
Bik (1798-1855) inherited Tanah Abang (see Chapter 3 page
65).

A specific species of a flowering plant in the Rubiaceae
family is named Bikkia, after the Bik brothers. It is native to
the Philippines, the Moluccas, New Guinea and the western
Pacific (Melanesia and Micronesia). The genus was named
by Caspar Reinwardt in 1825. Two islands in the Moluccas,
along the west coast of the Aru Islands, were initially named
Bik’s Eilanden (Bik’s Islands), but are now known by the name
Pulau Meirang.

The Bikkia
flower.
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Alatas, the wealthiest Arab in Tanah Abang

Said Abdullah Bin Aloei Alatas (1844-1929) was one of the richest residents of Batavia, and
by far the wealthiest Arab of his time. It is difficult to conduct research as his name is spelled
in dozens of different ways, e.g. “Sayyid Alwi b. ‘Abd Allah al-Attas”. We know that he was
born in the Arab district of Pekojan in Batavia but some sources mention his year of birth
as four years earlier in 1840. He bought the house that is now the Museum Tekstil on Djati
Petamboeran from his father-in-law, a member of the rich Al-Musawi family.

Alatas also had Raden Saleh’s former villa in Tjikini (Cikini) in his possession. He acquired
this after Saleh’s death in the 1880s and eventually sold it in 1897 to the Queen Emma
Association, which opened the site as a hospitalin 1898, and is still the Cikini hospital today.
A side street of Laan Raden Saleh was named Alataslaan (Alatas Lane) after him, but the
Indonesian authorities changed this street name after independence into Jalan Cimandiri.

Alatas was also crucial in the resurgence of Islam in the Dutch East Indies, and he was
a good friend of Christiaan Snouck Hurgronje (1857-1936), the Dutch scholar of Oriental
cultures and languages and Advisor on Native Affairs to the colonial government of the
Dutch East Indies, with whom he had studied in Mecca. Although a deep Muslim believer
and said to be a supporter of the Jamiat Kheir in the 1920s (see also page 144) which aimed
for a more radical way of practicing Islam, he rarely wore Arab clothes, nor a sarung. During
the 1910s he briefly operated the Alatas School on the premises of his estate. Indonesia’s
former foreign minister Ali Alatas (1932-2008) is a descendant of Said Abdullah Bin Aloei
Alatas.

Although Said Abdullah Bin Aloei Alatas was the most prominent resident of the Museum
Tekstil building just over the banjir canal, west of Pasar Tanah Abang, it is striking that he
is ignored on the website of Museum Tekstil, on the plaque in front of the museum, and
in all communications of the museum. Together with the Taman Prasasti portico (1844)
it is the only nineteenth century structure left in Tanah Abang today. The villa was built Said Abdullah Bin Aloei Alatas in 1922. In this
by an unknown Frenchman in the nineteenth century. It first appeared on a map in 1860.  picture, taken by an unknown photographer,
Afterwards it was sold to Abdul Al Aziz Al-Musawi, who acted as the Turkish Consul in  he is 78 years old.

Batavia. When it was bought by Alatas in 1890 he was married to the daughter of Al-Musawi.

After 1929 it was still owned by the heirs of the Alatas family until around 1940 when it

changed ownership to Karel Christian Crucq, a Dutch historian. It is not known what the

fate was of the villa during WWII, but as from 1945 it was used by the Barisan Keamanan

Rakyat (People’s Security Front). In the late 1940s it was owned by Lie Sion Phin who rented

it out to the Department of Social Affairs, and they transformed the residence into a nursing

home for elderly people. Several Indonesian government institutions occupied it from the

mid 1950s for two decades, until it became the Museum Tekstil (Textile Museum) in 1976

(see Chapter 8 page 248).
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Appendix 1 Bik family pictures 1866-1930

and pictured in the previous chapters in cases where

they were involved in the history of Tanah Abang
or otherwise depicted as part of the Bik family’s presence in
Batavia/Jakarta. This appendix chapter provides a unique
insight into the life of the Bik and De Nijs Bik families; from
official wedding photos to casual group photos and individual
portraits.

M any Bik family members have already been described

Up to the late 1850s when there was no photography, one was
dependent on paintings, like the Bik family painting of 1780,
created in the Netherlands (see Chapter 1 page 14). The first

The oldest known
Bik photo dates
from 1866 and is
from Theodorus
Eugenius de Nijs
Bik (1827-1895),
the father of
Tanah Abang
landlord Pieter
Albert de Nijs
Bik (1858-1920).
The photo was
most likely taken
by Woodbury &
Page.

273

known portrait paintings and lithographs exist of the brothers
Adrianus Johannes Bik (page 16), Jannus Theodorus Bik (page
21) and Pieter Albert Bik (page 24) from the 1840s and 1850s.
The first known Bik photograph is that of Theodorus Eugenius
De Nijs Bik (1827-1895), taken in 1866 (see this page). Then
there are a few unique family group photos from the 1880s
which luckily have been preserved as they were published in
E. Breton de Nijs’ (Rob Nieuwenhuys) book Tempo Doeloe.

The De Nijs Bik family members who lived in Tanah Abang

regularly used the services of renowned Batavia photo studios
like Woodbury &
Page, their successors

- Busenbender & Co,
and Charls & Van Es.

Details about most
family members are
given in the captions
next to or underneath
- the photos, however in
~anumber of the oldest
- photos this was not
always possible.

?HGTO(;‘R@PHERS
RCZICE S
JAVA,
@’:ﬁ’%ﬁ@h The back of the portrait

card of Caroline de Nijs
Bik from around 1893
(see page 276).






OEBPS/images/0_Page_021.jpg
1. The Bik family: from draughtsmen to landowners

Pieter Albert Bik

Although a younger brother of Adrianus Johannes and
Jannus Theodorus, Pieter Albert Bik (1798-1855) was at least
an equally interesting Bik brother. He eventually became the
highest ranking official at the Dutch trading post in Japan.

When Pieter Albert arrived in Batavia in 1816 with his family
he was almost immediately appointed as an officer of the
Dutch East Indies colonial administration in Banjarmasin on
the southeast coast of Borneo (Kalimantan). A year later he
became 'Scriba' (Clerk) for the same area, and in 1818 officer
to the west coast of Borneo too. These postings were part of the
government’s drive to re-establish rule across the archipelago
following the English occupation of the archipelago (1811-
1816), and led to the most adventurous, difficultand dangerous
experiences recounted by Bik throughout his career. In 1819
he returned to Batavia as secretary of the Department of
Finance, from 1822 onwards as postmaster, and additionally
as tax collector from 1832. In 1835 he finally received the
‘Radicaal van Indisch Ambtenaar’, an official recognition that
allowed promotion to the higher levels of the administration.
In 1839 Pieter Albert became a member of the ‘Weeskamer’ in
Batavia, a body looking after orphans of European descent in
the city.

Bik was appointed Opperhoofd (Chief Merchant) of Deshima
(Dejima) in Japan in 1841, a job he commenced the year after.
Deshima was an artificial island in the bay of Nagasaki, and
during the Edo era (1600-1868) the only place of direct contact
and trade between Japan and the outside world. Trading with
the isolated Japanese was exclusively limited to the Chinese
and the Dutch. On one hand it was expensive for the Dutch to
pay for their trading post, however it was extremely profitable
too. Between 1811 and 1813 Deshima was the only place in
the world where the Dutch flag was flown as the country in
Europe was still occupied by the French, whilst the British
ruled over the Indies. The most important Dutch official in
Deshima was the Opperhoofd, who was called ‘Kapitan' by
the Japanese, derived from the Portuguese ‘capitdo’. The
posting in Japan (until 1845) was the peak of Bik’s career in

24

Pieter

Albert Bik.
Lithograph by
].P. Berghaus.
This portrait
was created

| in 1858, three
years after Bik
passed away.

the colonial administration.

Pieterwasmarried three times and had 11 children. Hewas the
patriarch of the Van Berckel Bik and De Nijs Bik family roots.
During his life he wrote a manuscript of more than 400 pages,
which has recently been published in the book The Travels of
Pieter Albert Bik by Mikko Toivanen (see Bibliography page
327).

Bik's son Wijnand Willem van Berckel Bik (1820-1875) married
Lambertina Jeannette Elizabeth Adriane Meijer (1824-1895).
She was the granddaughter of slave Saartje of Batavia and the
eccentric Polish Jew Leendert Miero who, like the Bik family,
also made a fortune as landowner.
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] Photo from a magazine showing a younger Said
Abdullah Bin Aloei Alatas, probably during the
| 1890s. In the picture is also his house in Djati
Petamboeran, which is now Museum Tekstil.
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(see also Chapter 8, page
265).
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Leendert Miero

Leendert Miero (1755-1834), whose real name was Jehoede
Leip Jegiel Igel was a colourful man who arrived in Batavia as
an uneducated and poor soldier. However he worked his way
up the ranks quite rapidly and within two decades became
one of the wealthiest landowners who enjoyed teasing and
challenging Batavia’s high society and government officials.
Miero was a Polish Jew born in Grodka, which is now part of
Ukraine. He departed the Netherlands in 1775 on the boat 'T
Huys de Kruyswijk' at the age of 20. Upon arrival in Batavia in
April 1776 he was employed by the Vereenigde Oostindische
Compagnie (United East Indies Company, or VOC) as a soldier
and as the bodyguard of Governor-General Reinier de Klerk
(1710-1780).

Leendert Miero
in a miniature
portrait on ivory.
It shows an old

~ man with long
grey hair and
sunken mouth,
just before

his death in
1834. From an
unknown artist.
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Initially he hid his true identity because the VOC prohibited
Jews from travelling to its colonies, but was later able to reveal
his Jewish roots when this rule was abolished. After his army
service ended in 1781 Igel changed his name to the less biblical
Leendert Miero and settled as a private citizen.

Miero was a clever man who, although completely illiterate,
apparently had a commercial talent and was soon able
to acquire a fortune as a goldsmith, pawnbroker and
moneylender. In 1800 he purchased the 325 hectare estate of
Pondok Gede, south of Batavia (see pages 28-29).

It was with joy and the ultimate revenge that in 1819 Miero
purchased the former house of Governor-General Reinier de
Klerk on Molenvliet West (now the Arsip Nasional building
on Jalan Gajah Mada) for 43,000 guilders from the President
of the Raad van Financién (Board of Finance), Lambertus
Zeegers (1781-1857) who had only owned the house for a few
months but due to personal circumstances wanted to quickly
sell.

The mansion was the home where Miero had served as a
low-ranking bodyguard for De Klerk during his years as a
soldier between 1777 and 1780. One day he was punished for
neglect of duty. Miero was found asleep in the guard house
and subsequently received a good lashing: 50 strokes with the
rotan stick, according to his own account. In his anger and
humiliation he vowed not to rest until he himself would own
the house of his master and would entertain the dignitaries of
the colonial world.

Although he had to wait patiently for 38 years, Miero kept his
promise, bought the estate, and for the next 15 years organised
annual splendid and raucous parties, inviting hundreds of
guests on the anniversary of his punishment and vindictive
vow.

In the book "Indische Landhuizen en Hun Geschiedenis"
(Indies Country Estates and their History), published in 1932
by Victor Ido Van de Wall (1892-1943), the author mentions
these annual parties:
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Westerpark (1931-1934)

After the De Riemer country estate (see Chapter 2 pages 56-
57) on Laan de Riemer (Jalan Tanah Abang 3) was demolished
in 1930, the construction commenced of a new park with
modernistic houses. The architects were the Peters Brothers
andJ.A. Raket. They designed an entire street with tight linear
designed houses. The flat roofs were initially regarded as a
challenge in the tropics, and the contractors and architect
received criticism during the years of building, however the
builders installed special insulation under the roofs to avoid
heat being trapped on the upper floors. Architecturally, the
park was beautifully designed. Most of the 1930s houses
are still present in today's Jalan Taman Tanah Abang 3 (see
Chapter 8, pages 262-263).

De onderaardsche gang.

Een merkwaardige
ontdekkingte Wel-
tevreden,
Een Bataviasche correspondent
schrijit ons:

Naar wij vernemen, zou er een onder~
| aardsche gang ontdekt zijn op het terrein
| Laan de Riemer—Laan Canne, waar

het Bouwbureau Peters bezig Is met een
parkaanleg.

Enkele werklieden stootten namelijk bij
het graaiwerk, dat verricht werd om de
fundamenten van het zoojuist gesloopte
woonhuis van wijlen notaris De Riemer
te , Op cen steenen verwulfsel,
R

Article in De Indische
Courant of 14 September 1931,
describing an unexpected
discovery. While digging,
excavators stumbled across

ingang vas | a short underground tunnel,
bleek te :
£eiooet Sad SAse that apparently had existed
De gang, die enkele meters breed under the former country
| mﬂ”"fsl S A | house of notary De Riemer.
noemen. The tunnel was a few metres

mm‘g:am moamhagm = ph':«
onl t, moest men
gewelf wel unﬁ«ml g
Hel is echter niet uitgesiofen, dat men
misschien nog op andere resten zalslui-
ten, daar het graafwerk nog steeds wordt
00rlgezet, om het niveau van het nieu- |
%“t&nwv:ﬁ d\:\’éslu > 2al dragen,
nog fuim cen “meler. paar Denedes (6

wide and at some point
ended. There were no follow
up articles about further
discoveries. This was also

. the first time that the name
| Westerpark was introduced.

<

i
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The foundation for a new house has been laid, while the house
next door has already been completed. Picture by an unknown
photographer, around 1935.
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Photo page 274: the Bik family in front of their Salemba house in
1884, immediately north of the Koning Willem III Gymnasium.

This house was owned by the woman sitting on the chair second
from the right: Lambertina Jeannette Elizabeth Adriane Van
Berckel Bik -Meijer (1824-1895), also known as ‘Tjang’. She was the
granddaughter of Leendert Miero (see Chapter 1 pages 25-27) and
Slave Saartje, and daughter of Sewa Diena Miero (1806-1881). Tjang
was the first Miero to marry a Bik, namely Wijnand Willem van
Berckel Bik (1820-1875).

The man sitting on the far right is Tjang's son-in-law Willem Butin
Bik (1834-1892), who was married to Carolina Elisabeth Dina van
Berckel Bik (1844-1878), but already a widower in 1884.

The old woman on the chair at the far left was in the book Tempo
Doeloe by E. Breton de Nijs (1961) incorrectly identified as Sewa
Diena Miero, the mother of Tjang, but she had already passed
away in 1881. Sewa Diena had six half-sisters, five of whom already
passed away before 1884. The only other half-sister possibly still
alive was Mietje Miero (born in 1795, but no further information
exists). If so, she would be 88 or 89 in this photo.

The lady just left of the table is Maria Josefina van Berckel Bik
(1846-1903), a daughter of Tjang. She was mentally ill.

Right of the table is a younger sister of Tjang, most likely Anna
Cornelia Josephine Meijer (1826-1898). During the last years
before her death she lived in a pavilion with Pieter Albert de Nijs
Bik (1858-1920) on Tanah Abang Heuvel. Pieter Albert is pictured
standing on the left with his wife Jeannette Rosalie Butin Bik
(1865-1912), a daughter of Willem Butin Bik. The couple married in
the year this photo was taken.

Most of the other young men, boys and girls in this photo are
children of Willem Butin Bik too. The tallest one standing on the
rightis Albert Butin Bik (1866-1930), in front of him his younger
brother Joannis Butin Bik (1873-1929). The young man with the
moustache bending forward is Wijnand Willem Butin Bik (1868-
1938). The girl standing at the back is Eugenie Butin Bik (1871-
1925), behind the table is Dorine Butin Bik (1876-1954), and the
little girl next to Tjang is Rosalie Francoise Butin Bik (1877-1972).

The other children in the photo are unknown, but are most likely
cousins. On the left is an Indonesian servant who worked and lived
with the Bik family. It is not known who took this photo.

1888. The couple sitting on the left are the owners of this house, Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik and
his wife Jeannette Rosalie Butin Bik. The little child is their eldest daughter Caroline de Nijs
Bik (1885-1930). At the time of this photo, Jeannette Rosalie is already pregnant with their
third daughter Aletta (1888-1876). The lady sitting in the middle is Petronella Albertina Bik
(1865-1944), a cousin of Pieter Albert. She never married. The couple on the right is Robert
Arnold Bik (1862-1932) and Jeannette Elizabeth de Nijs Bik (1863-1926), a sister of Pieter
Albert. She gave birth earlier thatyear to a daughter Anna Josepha (1888-1977). Robert
Arnold Bik was administrator of the sugar company Gedaren in Bojolali near Solo. On the
left is an Indonesian lady with a pram. She worked and lived on the country estate of Tanah
Abang. The tombstones of Pieter Albert, Jeannette Rosalie, Robert Arnold and Jeannette
Elizabeth can still be found in today’s Taman Prasasti in Tanah Abang. The photographer of
this photo is unfortunately unknown.
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second marriage remained childless. He did however adopt
at least seven children from relationships he had with six of
his slaves. Most well-known was Sewa Diena (1806-1881),
who was a daughter of Miero with slave Saartje of Batavia.
Other known children were Joseph Michiel, Anthony (son of
slave Bese of Boegis) and Johanna Susanna (daughter of slave
Tiedja of Makassar).

In Gerard Hendrik Nagel’s 1928 book "Schetsen uit mijn
Javaanse Portefeuille” (Sketches from my Javanese Portfolio)
is areference to Miero’s beating at the Governor’s mansion on
Molenvliet:

“... and in front of this same house

Now since long my lawful property

Twas on sentry duty for a General

Who at that time, had his home here

Yes, do think, my fellow friend, my faith companion

There on that spot, I think I still feel it

I received 50 strokes after I was found asleep at my guard post”
During his later life Miero had also been a well-known
auctioneer, and regularly organised public auctions in front
of the Molenvliet house. Miero was 64 when he obtained this

Miero's former house along Molenvliet West in 1920 when it was mansion in 1819, but it was not his primary residence. Most
the head office of the Mijnwezen (Mines Department). Itis now of the time he preferred to live at his estate in Pondok Gede.
the Gedung Arsip Nasional (National Archives). Photographer Miero also owned the estates of Tjipinang (Cipinang) and Ma
unknown. Bloet in the vicinity of Batavia.

Miero was beautifully characterised in Nagel’s poem De

“In the spacious, stately rooms, where once high-ranking Oudgast (The Veteran) where he was named ‘Liro’, translated:
hostesses like the wives of Governors-General De Klerk

and Siberg invited their dignified guests, where once His “There a gentleman steps onto the spacious porch

Excellency De Klerk surrounded himself by the intelligensia, Of this beautiful house of Liro, a Jew

and where once His Excellency Siberg created ties with his Originating from the Amstelstad *);

faithful, there time after time, an excited crowd of dubious Having been here for a long time

plumage raised havoc”. Arrived in the good old days

And leader of the rich of Batavia
Miero married twice, first to Clara Samuel van Gelderen
(died in 1793), and in 1796 to Annatje Joseph Rubens (died in He still lies on the soft sofa
1814). Four children of his first marriage died young and his Where he enjoys a nap after lunch
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Camp Tjideng (1942-1945)

World War II brought a drastic change to Batavia. Japanese
forces took control of the city in the first week of March
1942 and life changed rapidly for the residents. During the
course of 1942 European families were interned. Women and
children were separated from the men and boys over twelve
(later even ten) years old. Internment camps were set up by
closing off sections of suburbs with smaller houses. One of the
most notorious camps was Tjideng in Tanah Abang. Towards
the end of the war it housed more than 10,300 women and
children.

The camp measured 800 by 500 meters and was fenced off,
initially only with barbed wire. Later gedék (matted bamboo)
was added, cutting the internees further off from the outside
world. The internees were mostly Dutch however the camps
also contained British, American and Australian citizens
who had been residing in Batavia at the start of the war. Army

A mother and her two
children in Camp Tjideng

about a month after the
£ end of World War II. The
-~ picture was taken by an
anonymous photographer.
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Aview of a street in Camp Tjideng. This photo has been taken in
September 1945, after the Japanese capitulation.

members were usually imprisoned in Prisoner of War Camps,
and higher government officials were often put straight into
one of the already existing prisons.

At first Tjideng was under civilian authority, and conditions
were reasonable. Prisoners could cook for themselves, shop
and attend church services. However this changed when the
military took over and many privileges disappeared. Money
and jewelry were confiscated and there were roll calls twice
a day during which time the houses were searched. Food was
cooked in the central kitchen and the quantity and quality
quickly deteriorated. Hunger and disease struck, and fatalities
increased due to the lack of medication. Death became a
daily occurrence. The diseases that most frequently occured
amongst the internees in Camp Tjideng were oedema,
beriberi, dysentery and malaria.
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Caroline de Nijs Bik (1885-1930), eldest daughter of Pieter
Albert de Nijs Bik and Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs Bik -
Butin Bik. The photo was taken in 1892 or 1893 at the
Woodbury & Page photo studio in Batavia.
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A Charls & Van Es portrait
from 1901. Pictured is
Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs
Bik-Butin Bik with her two
sons Jean Pierre Baptiste de
Perez Bik (1890-1954) and
Willem Albert de Nijs Bik
(1895-1931). Pierre obtained
the surname ‘de Perez

Bik’ in 1892. ‘De Perez’

was the name of Pieter
Albert de Nijs Bik’s mother
Caroline (1838-1877) and
had become extinct. Pieter
Albertwanted it to be saved
for future generations hence
successfully applied to
change his son’s surname.
Aninteresting factis that
Pierre’s surname became
De Perez Bik in 1892 while
Pieter Albert and Jeannette
Rosalie had no other sons at
the time, thus still running
the risk that De Nijs Bik
name itself would not live
on. De Perez Bik would
eventually not survive
either. Pierre’s eldest son
Edu died in captivity in
Thailand during World

War Il in 1943, 26 years old
(see Chapter 7 pages 224-
225). His daughter Milly
passed away in 2016. Wim,
the youngest child in this
photo, would be tragically
killed by a tiger in 1931 (see
Chapter 7 pages 206-211).
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A sarong from Japan surrounds his hips Jeannette Elizabeth Adriane Meijer (1824-1895), married
And dropping wavy to the bottom Wijnand Willem van Berckel Bik (1820-1875), and that is how
The most beautiful of all Kajaba’s **) covers the body the Mieros became connected to the Bik family.

That carelessly lies on its right side
After the generous dinner, enjoying a decent rest

Ax WATAVIA

The left hand rests on the curved knee

Whilst the right one perpendicular

Falls on a graceful slave girl

Who, crouching near the sofa

Sitting, chases away the shameless mosquitoes
From the nose and chin of the sleeping man

Houwever, it seems, the sweet sleep of the Nabob ***)
Has inspired her with the same desire

The jet-black eyes are already half closed

And her hands perform the task, slower and slower
A mosquito takes this opportunity

And rushes from the foot of the sofa

Where she has cautiously retired

Now whirring to Liro’s red nose

And bites and sucks, and Liro has awakened

*) Amsterdam
**) Kebaja (or Kebaya)
**¥) wealthy man

In the same book Miero (in this case again Liro) was quoted:

“I have never learned to read and write
All those things that others puzzle their heads over
And still I'm the rich Liro!”

Miero’s son-in-law Joan Cornelis Meijer (1802-1858), who was
married to his daughter Sewa Diena (1806-1881), bought the
house on Molenvliet following Miero’s death in 1834. Meijer
remained the owner for ten years until he sold it in 1844 for
32,000 guilders to the College van Diakenen der Hervormde
Gemeente (College of Deacons of the Dutch Reformed
Church). Meijer divorced from Sewa Diena in 1845. The
daughter of Sewa Diena and Joan Cornelis Meijer, Lambertina

kgl ¥ s | & o B P

The location of Leendert Miero’s estates on a Batavia map of 1914.
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|
A Batavia map from the 1940s showing the various Japanese
internment camps in Tanah Abang during World War II (1942-
1945) and the location of the Kempeitai.

The principal item of food was an insufficient quantity of rice,
sometimes a little meat, sour black bread made from tapioca
flour, and a small quantity of obi leaves, the only vegetable,
often not more than half a cup per person a day in total.
Desperate to keep their children alive, women would catch
frogs, lizards and snails and boil them in a tin cup on the back
of their irons.

In 1943 Camp Tjideng housed approximately 2,000 prisoners,
but increased fivefold within two years, while the available
space had been reduced to less than a quarter of its original
size. The relatively small houses in Tjideng were built in the

152

Picture by an unknown photographer from November 1945, when
the Tjideng camp was still inhabited by women and children who
used it as a shelter against the unsafe situation outside the camps.
Food and water supplies had meanwhile significantly improved.

1920s and 1930s to accommodate families of four to six people,
but by 1945 were crammed by sometimes 80-120 people per
house. Every room in the house, as well as corridors, patios
and garages contained wall-to-wall mattresses. The width of
these mats and thin mattresses was constantly reduced too,
and ended up around 30 centimeters wide.

Allwomen and girls over 16 years of age were forced to do labor
during the day, which consisted of repairing fences, collecting
and clearing garbage and digging holes to buryit. Water quality
deteriorated too and had to be fetched from a central facility.
Windows and doors of the houses were removed over time as
well, to be used as firewood, leaving the inhabitants exposed
to the elements, and the many insects and pests. Women and
children were also forced to witness horrible scenes of cruelty
involving their fellow internees. Savage beatings and kickings
were commonplace for the slightest misdemeanour. Other
punishments included roll calls lasting several hours in the
hot tropical sun which even the sick had to attend, reduced
food rations, and head shavings.
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Left: From the same photo session as the photo on the opposite page. In this picture

from 1901 Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik with three of his four daughters. The eldest daughter
Caroline was studying in the Netherlands and Switzerland at the time. Here we see Eulalie
(Lieke) de Nijs Bik (1887-1969) standing on the right. Standing on the left is Aletta de Nijs
Bik (1888-1976), and sitting on the chair is Wilhelmina (Willy) de Nijs Bik (1893-1981).

Above: Very special to see these three daughters together in a photo 62 years later, taken in
the Netherlands. The 70-year old Willy (middle) had already moved to New York (USA) well
before World War IT and was on her last visit to Europe in 1963. On the left Aletta (75) and
right Lieke (76). In 1963 these three were the only surviving children of Pieter Albert and
Jeannette Rosalie. Caroline had already passed away in 1930 (aged 45), three days before
her younger brother Wim (aged 35) and in 1954 brother Pierre died at the age of 63. The
"Three Musketeers" in this photo would eventually all reach their 80s: Lieke 81, Aletta 87
and Willy also 87.
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Pondok Gede

The country estate Pondok Gede was situated south of Batavia, along
a side road, four kilometres east of the main road to Buitenzorg. It was
built in 1775 for the Lutheran pastor/reverend Johannes Hooyman.
His aim was to construct a monumental Dutch mansion with Javanese
comforts, which eventually resulted in a house thathad the appearance
of a closed Dutch estate house at the front, and an open Javanese style
pendopo with galleries and overhanging roofs at the sides and the back.

Leendert Miero obtained Pondok Gede in 1800. It was given to him as a
reward for his services, a gesture that was not uncommon at the time.
It became his favourite residence, and he preferred to live here most of
the time. When Miero passed away at the age of 79 on 10 May 1834 he
was buried at the back of the house under the shade of a large sacred
banyan (or waringin) tree. During the early 1930s his heavily damaged
marble tombstone was partly restored, and survived until the 1980s.

The Pondok Gede estate remained in the Miero-Meijer family until the
early twentieth century. By 1932 the house was owned by the wealthy
Chinese merchant Thiam Ki but it remained uninhabited. When Ki was
interviewed for an article in the magazine Tropisch Nederland (1932),
he mentioned that the house was inhabited by ghosts, reportedly of
the deceased members of the Miero family who were unsatisfied that
their former possession had been transferred into strange hands.
Although no one lived in the Pondok Gede house during the 1930s,
the flat and fertile land around it was still used to grow produce like
rice, cassave and fruit, and a dedicated area of 500 hectares contained
sereh (lemongrass), from which a factory on the premises produced
citronella oil.

In later years Pondok Gede became a small rubber plantation before
it transferred ownership to the Indonesian Air Force in 1962. By that
time the characteristic second floor at the front of the house had been
demolished. Inthe late 1980s serious plans were launched torestore the
Pondok Gede house; even an archaeological survey was conducted in
1988. Although the rundown estate was protected by law, in 1992 it was
demolished overnight under suspicious circumstances to make place
for an ugly supermarket complex. Miero’s tombstone disappeared in
the 1980s. According to nearby residents the stone of the deceased Jew
was used as a foundation for a newly built mosque (!).
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The tombstones of Leendert Miero (front) and one of his sons (back) under a
banyan tree at the back of the house. Photographer unknown.
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From 1942 to 1 March 1944 the number of deaths in Camp
Tjideng was 28. Between 1 March 1944 and 1 August 1945,
another 406 passed away, and between 1 August and 15
October 1945, thus even after the war had ended, another 106
deaths were added.

From April 1944 the camp was under the command of Captain
Kenichi Sonei who was reponsible for many atrocities, and
notorious for his cruelty. Sonei was arrested after the war and
sentenced to death in 1946. A request for pardon was rejected
by the then Lieutenant Governor-General Van Mook. Van
Mook’s wife had been one of the prisoners in Camp Tjideng,
like many spouses and children of highly ranked officials of
the colonial government. The wife and daughter of Governor-
General A.LW. Tjarda van Starkenborgh Stachouwer were
also interned in Tjideng, as well as the mother of the later
Deputy Prime Minister of the UK Nick Clegg.

Reunion of a father who had found his young daughter alive
in Camp Tjideng in September 1945. Picture by an unknown
photographer.
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Other Tanah Abang camps (1942-1945)

Tjideng was not the only place in Tanah Abang where the
Japanese imprisoned foreigners. Just north of the Kebon Jahe
cemetery was a camp in the former cavalry barracks of the
KNIL (Royal Netherlands Indies Army) along the road Djaga
Monjet (now Jalan Suryopranoto). Until the end of May 1942
native KNIL soldiers were interned here, but afterwards
released. Later it became the home base for heihos, native
Indonesian military who fought with the Japanese against
the Allied Forces. Then there was the Radiokamp (Radio
Camp) along Tanah Abang West and Kebon Sirih where a few
dozen Dutch journalists and civil servants were deployed
by the Japanese Overseas Broadcasting Service and other
English language Japanese propaganda media from April
1942 onwards. In these buildings there was also a ‘listening
service’, which translated and interpreted Allied Forces’ radio
programs. These Dutch men lived here with their families and
enjoyed a certain freedom of movement during the war.

Oneof the stenographersatthe Radiokamp was Mochtar Lubis,
who after the war would become a well-known Indonesian
journalist. After WWII he wrote: “We Indonesians were
allowed to leave the premises, but we were strictly prohibited
from talking about the news we had heard from Allied Forces
radio stations. If we were to break this promise, it would mean
the death penalty”.

Very close to Tanah Abang, along Koningsplein West, was the
feared Kempeitai (or Kenpeitai), the brutal military police arm
of the Japanese Army. The Kempeitai was infamous for its use
ofinhuman torture methods as part of their interrogations. In
a post war interview in a Dutch newspaper a former resident
of Tanah Abang Oost remembered the noise coming from
the Kempeitai building: “On the other side of the kali (river)
in Tanah Abang one could hear the screaming and moaning
of the people who were tortured by the Kempeitai. They had
their headquarters on the other side of the kali. I always made
a detour. Everyone avoided that street, as the screaming sounds
were horrific”.
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i A detailed aerial view of
the Pondok Gede estate in
1940. We are looking here
in an easterly direction.
Photographer unknown.

The same view in 2018, taken by Raditya Darian Suryahutama
with a drone. The road surrounding the former estate is still
recognizable. In the center the new Pondok Gede shopping mall.
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6

he well-known Dutch pioneering aviator A.N.J. (Jan)

Thomassen a Thuessink Van der Hoop (1893-1969), who

was the first to fly a plane from the Netherlands to the
Dutch East Indies in 1924, commenced an ambitious projectin
December 1937. He aimed to picture the entire city of Batavia
in street views. This was the direct result of the establishment
of the Stichting Oud-Batavia (Foundation Old Batavia), which
also opened a museum along the Stadhuisplein (Taman
Fatahillah). Oud-Batavia was a collaboration between the
community, West Java province, the city of Batavia and a
number of well-known companies like BPM, Javasche Bank,
NILLMIJ and KPM.

HEDEDIAHD
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A.N.J. (Jan) Thomassen a Thuessink Van der Hoop in 1925
(left) and on a Dutch airmail stamp issued in 1928.

Thomassen a Thuessink Van der Hoop, or in short Van der
Hoop, was also curator of the ethnographic, prehistoric and
historical collection of the Bataviaasch Genootschap van
Kunsten en Wetenschappen (Batavia Society for Arts and
Sciences). He acknowledged that it would be of added value
to create a photographic collection of the city of Batavia too.
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Tanah Abang street views 1937-1945

With a 6 x 9 cm camera he started to take the first photos in
December 1937, however due to other priorities the next series
date from April 1939. The number of photos he could take in
1940 was limited too, hence he started to delegate the task to
the bookkeeper of the Bataviaasch Genootschap, Mohamed
Ali, of whom no information is available. Ali himself took
more than 1,000 photos, mainly in 1941. He often left the office
in the morning, rode his bike to a certain street and started
taking pictures of the houses and street scenes. The start of
World War II put a stop to this activity and thus parts of the
city were never photographed. Nevertheless the collection is
extremely valuable and provides a fascinating view of the city
in the final years of the colonial era.

Although thedistrict of Tanah Abang comprises approximately
110 photos, even here the project was not finalized. Parts
of Tanah Abang West and the side streets have not been
photographed, nor the new Westerpark or Tjideng. On the
other hand, the interesting Pasar Tanah Abang with all its
side roads, shops and Chinese signage, has been captured in
all possible detail. Kampungs were mostly ignored, but often
the entrances to these native residential areas have been
portrayed. The street views on the next pages are referenced
against the equally fascinating aerial photo report of May
1945, during World War II, when the British RAF conducted
reconnaisance flights from Australia to Batavia, still occupied
by the Japanese. In an era when there was no Google Earth
available, we are able to provide an almost similar experience.
The Van der Hoop and Ali collection has been miraculously
saved during the turbulent years of war and independence
despite the Museum Oud-Batavia having been entirely looted
during the war. The collection of photos has transferred
ownership a few times and unfortunately some pictures have
vanished over time. Currently Pusat Dokumentasi Arsitektur
(PDA) in Jakarta has the precious collection in its possession,
although it is not available online.
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v 1
Wedding photo 29 May 1904, Tanah Abang Heuvel Batavia: IMr. B D. W. J. van arderen )
Page 278: the wedding dinner of Caroline de Nijs Bik and Bruinis Dirk | L mmarwe W 4
Willem Jan (Wim) van Garderen. Below with corresponding numbers A A —

only of the people who could be identified. Of the non identified
most are family and friends, including members of the Bataviaasche
Schutterij (Civil Militia):

1. Caroline de Nijs Bik (1885-1930), bride Schutterij-Muziek.

2. Bruinis Dirk Willem Jan van Garderen (1881-1943), groom =

3. Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (1858-1920), father of the bride IEMAIEDE NODES par F Nexsassmin,
4.Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs Bik - Butin Bik (1865-1912), mother of the : e
bride T T ALY, v i Enkmen
5. Wilhelmina de Nijs Bik (1893-1981), youngest sister of the bride b TR e

6. Henri de Nijs Bik (1864-1922), uncle of the bride, brother of [3] J

8. Albert Butin Bik (1866-1930), uncle of the bride, brother of [4] & MIGNON.

9. Theodorus Eugenius (Dorus) de Nijs Bik (1868-1930), uncle of the § A e
bride, younger brother of [3]. 7. JUN SALUTO A GEMONA™

11. Pierre Jean Baptiste de Perez Bik (1890-1954), brother of the bride s

12. Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976), sister of the bride & DOUX SOURIRE.

13. Marguerite Leonie (Guusje) Bik (1879-1934) L o
18. Rosalie Marie Mersen Senn van Basel-Keuchenius (1855-1933) ) [omsmnsscn

19. Wijnand Willem Butin Bik (1868-1938), uncle of the bride, brother AV EARE yA AV oo
of [4]

20. Susanna Butin Bik-Verburgt (1871-1925), wife of [19]

28. Frans Jacob Mersen Senn van Basel (1848-1933), husband of [18]
29. Willem Albert de Nijs Bik (1895-1931), brother of the bride The wedding cards show the menu and program. It has the
33. Eulalie (Lieke) de Nijs Bik (1887-1969), sister of the bride signatures of a number of the dinner guests too.
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Tanah Abang: from camp ground to elite

residential quarter 1628-1900

most prominent piece ofland in Tanah Abang in Batavia. It

included the country house on what later would be called
Tanah Abang Heuvel (Tanah Abang Hill or Tanah Abang
Bukit) and most land and properties at the nearby market of
Pasar Tanah Abang. However Tanah Abang’s history dates
back to the early seventeenth century.

In 1863 Jannus Theodorus Bik (1796-1875) purchased the

Siege of Batavia in 1628, by an anonymous engraver.

The name 'Tanah Abang' first appeared in 1628 when the
troops of Sultan Agung of the Mataram Kingdom in Central
Java were stationed in the area to take partin a futile attack on

31

the new town of Batavia, established by the Dutch under Jan
Pieterszoon Coen (1587-1629) nine years earlier. The army of
Sultan Agung noticed the red earth and called it Tanah Abang,
abang meaning ‘red’ in Javanese, tanah meaning ‘earth’. The
"Beknopte Encyclopaedia van Nederlandsch Indié" (Concise
Encyclopedia of the Netherlands Indies) of 1921 describes
the soil's characteristics in more detail: “The name (Tanah
Abang), meaning 'red earth’' points to the contrast between
the grey colour of the sea clay, that here, where the soil starts
to increasingly rise, it gets replaced by the reddish weathering
crust”. This might explain why the earth around the hill of
Tanah Abang has a more distinct red colour than in the lower
sections of Tanah Abang further north.

Phoa Bingam

The first known settlement in Tanah Abang dates back to
around 1650 when the Chinese captain Phoa Bingam built a
sugar cane estate and a cane mill on what became known as
Bingamshoogte (Bingam’s Height), butin later years as Tanah
Abang Heuvel. Bingam had been resident of Batavia since
1623 and was the owner of a piece of land that reached from
the river Tjiliwoeng (Ciliwung) to Angkee (Angke), roughly
four kilometers wide. He purchased it from Governor-General
Cornelis van der Lijn (1608-1679). On the land he built a large
residence and sugar mill house of bamboo, which after his
death were sold for 440 Rijksdaalders (Ringgit). Bingam was
the first to initiate trading in Tanah Abang, more than 80
years before Justinus Vinck obtained market rights and set up
Pasar Tanah Abang in 1735.

The area around Tanah Abang was known to grow an
abundance of crops like peanuts, ginger, jasmine and betel,
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A perpendicular view of the entire Tanah Abang district in May 1945
(above and on the opposite page), and projected onto a 1933 map of Batavia
(left). The aerial photo is a collection of various individual ‘run’ pictures,
stitched together. On the top right hand we clearly recognize the westside
of the one square kilometer Koningsplein, at the far left the banjir canal.
The diagonal road in the middle is Tanah Abang West, at the southern end
leading into Tanah Abang Heuvel. The large white complex at the bottom,
consisting of three horizontal buildings, is Pasar Tanah Abang. The road
immediately east of the pasar, going horizontally to the right of the photo is
the Oude Tamarindelaan. On the northwest side of the photo is the Japanese
internment camp Tjideng (see Chapter 5 page 151-153). This part of Tjideng
was the most important extension of Tanah Abang between the publication
of the 1933 map and the 1945 aerial view.
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Appendix 1. Bik family pictures 1866-1930

The Van Garderen and De Nijs Bik family at the photo studio of Charls & Van Es in Batavia in early
1907. From left to right: Bruinis Dirk Willem Jan (Wim) van Garderen (1881-1943), his wife Caroline
de Nijs Bik (1885-1930) and little son Pieter Albert (Piet) van Garderen (1906-1973), mother Jeannette
Rosalie de Nijs Bik-Butin Bik (1865-1912), Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (1858-1920), Wilhelmina (Willy) de
Nijs Bik (1893-1981), Eulalie (Lieke) de Nijs Bik (1887-1969), Jeannette Welmoet (Welly) van Garderen
(1905-1991) and Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976). The two sons of Pieter Albert and Jeannette Rosalie,
Piere Jean Baptiste de Perez Bik (1890-1954) and Willem Albert (Wim)) de Nijs Bik (1895-1930), are
notin this photo, and were possibly at boarding school in Europe at the time.

Jeannette Welmoet (Welly) van Garderen (1905-1991), grandmother of the
author, and her brother Pieter Albert (Piet) van Garderen (1906-1973) dressed up
for a portrait photo at the studios of Charls & Van Es. The photo is from 1911.
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2. Tanah Abang: : from camp ground to elite residential quarter 1628-1900
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A bamboo sugar mill as they were in use in Indonesia until the
early twentieth century. Photographer unknown.

as well as fruits and timber such as jati (teak). The names
of some streets and neighbourhoods in Tanah Abang today
still refer to the trading products of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, like Jati Baru (new teak), Karet (rubber),
Kebon Jahe (ginger garden), Kebon Jati (teak garden), Kebon
Sirih (betel garden) and Kebon Kacang (peanut garden).

Trading accelerated when Bingam obtained permission from
the government to dig canals from Nieuwpoort (now Jalan
Pintu Besar) straight south “to the forest”, which was the area
that would later become known as Harmonie (Harmoni) and
Djaga Monjet (Jaga Monyet, now Jalan Suryopranoto). The
so-called Bingamsgracht (Bingam’s Canal) was renamed
Molenvliet in 1661 when the government purchased the
canal from Bingam. It later would become the traffic artery
of Batavia. At the Harmonie section, the canal split eastwards
to the Tjiliwoeng (Ciliwung) River and westwards to Kroekoet
(Krukut) River. This western section followed the eastside of
what in later years became Rijswijkstraat (Jalan Majapahit)
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The location of Bingamshoogte (Bingam’s Heights) pointed out on
a hand-drawn map showing the development of Batavia between
1619 and 1691. The red star on the top is the Batavia Castle. This
map shows that the center of the city at the time was very much
concentrated in what is now Jakarta Kota, with some fortresses and
country houses of wealthy residents towards the south.

Bingamshoogte |
(Tanah Abang Heuvel) |





OEBPS/images/0_Page_149.jpg
250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

e Tamarindelaan/
Jalan Wahid Hasylm

=

The street views on the next pages are projected against this perpendicular aerial view of Tanah Abang. For this purpose, the Tanah Abang
district is divided into six distinctive sections (see the corresponding page numbers in each of the sections), where we zoom into each of
these and show street scenes and houses. The abrupt end of the photographic exercise of Van der Hoop and Ali, due to the start of World War
11, has unfortunately resulted in an incomplete picture of street views of Tanah Abang.
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and Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis), and partly still
exists today. Bingam’s aim was to use the canals for the
transport of timber, bamboo and other trading goods. The
name of Bingam was still in use long after he had already
passed away. What is now known as the hill of Tanah Abang
was still called Bingamshoogte in 1666; the Weg Naar Tanah
Abang (Road to Tanah Abang, and later Tanah Abang West and
Jalan Abdul Muis) still had the name Bingamsweg (Bingam’s
Road) in 1699, and the connection between the Molenvliet
canal and the Krukut River (near Jaga Monyet) carried the
name Bingamsgracht (Bingam'’s Canal) until at least 1776.

Bingam passed away between 1658 and 1664, however his
exact year of death is unknown. One of his sons named
Towasia, sold the Tanah Abang land to Litsoecko, a Chinese
lieutenant and bankruptcy officer. According to the property
document, the Tanah Abang land stretched from the Groote
Rivier (Large River, or Tjiliwoeng) in the east to Angkee in the
west, and was 1,500 to 1,600 ‘rods’ (in Dutch ‘roeden’) wide
and 300 rods long. The length of a rod in the seventeenth
century had various definitions, but according to F. de Haanin
his book Priangan (1910-1912) the land was equivalent to the
size of seven or eight times Koningsplein (Medan Merdeka).
The land at that time had on it a bamboo house, a bamboo
sugar mill and adjacent buildings, including the equipment
required for the sugar mills, and three other lots.

Litsoecko expanded the size of his land twice (in 1672 and
1674), however passed away shortly afterwards. His widow
submitted a request to the Heemraad (Polder Board) in 1685
to develop the westside of the Tanah Abang land, towards
Angkee. This land was long neglected as it was known as an
unsafe area where murders were regularly committed by
natives from Tangerang and Bantam (Banten), but regarded
as relatively safe again in the 1680s. However during the time
of neglect it turned out that parts of this western section were
sold to others without the knowledge of the Litsoecko family.
The Heemraden (Polder Boards) were however of the opinion
that the Tanah Abang lot, as per the original property letter of
1650, “was in any case too large for such a Chinese resident” and
finally decided in 1688, ignoring the 1650 document, to grant
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Litsoecko's widow a piece of land, consisting of three large
lots, the size of 904 ‘morgen’, which roughly equals around
800 hectares (there were different definitions of a ‘morgen’),
still approximately the size of eight times Koningsplein, hence
the total size of the land measured roughly the same again as
before the extensions of 1672 and 1674.

Abraham van Riebeeck

After the death of Litsoecko’s widow, the land was divided
amongst several heirs, however it had increased so much
in value since the Bantam War (1680-1683) that when one
heir sold one parcel of land to the Javanese Joan de Sousa
in 1705, it yielded 6,000 Rijksdaalders, compared to the 440
Rijksdaalders for the entire land 40 years earlier.

Abraham van
Riebeeckin a
portraitby an
anonymous
painter,
between 1710
and 1713.
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The new Pasar Tanah Abang (1927)

When the government bought most of the Pasar Tanah Abang
land from Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik on 1 January 1919, the
Batavia City Council had to pay 6,750 guilders rent a year to
the Dutch East Indies government for a period of ten years.
However, it also obtained the rights to purchase the pasar for
150,000 guilders later if it wanted to. The lease eventually was
extended once in 1929, and upon expiry in 1939, the council
finally decided to buy the market, which it did in 1940.

Pasar Tanah Abang before the new construction. This postcard
dates from before 1920. We are looking towards the west, and the
new pasar complex would be constructed on the left.

Until 1927 the market of Tanah Abang basically consisted of
open market stalls, although during the last two decades the
market stalls and structures stood on a mortar foundation,
and some areas were covered by roofs.

A newspaper article in 1926 highlights “that only municipal
care and renewal can offer a solution in this chaos of sheds and
stalls where there is hardly any order and efficiency”. A solution
however was literally around the corner.
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asar Tanah Abang around 1925. The bend in the road is on the
southside of the market and leads to Kebon Djati (Jalan Kebon
Jati).

In August 1926 the Commissie voor het Marktwezen en
Slachtbedrijf (Commission for the Markets and Slaughter)
announced plans for the construction of “a timber pasar in
Tanah Abang, consisting ofone large and three smaller barracks
0f 4,684 m2 and warungs with a surface area of 94.5 m2”. This
was soon approved by the Batavia City Council, although it
eventually was decided to construct the pasar out of concrete.

The Bataviaasch Nieuwsblad of 12 March 1927 announced
“the commencement of the building of the large concrete pasar
at Tanah Abang, which for 149,000 guilders has been granted
to the Hollandsche Beton Maatschappij (Dutch Concrete
Company)”.

The construction of the new pasar took around eight months
and reached its completion at the end of 1927. Although there
is no mention of an official opening, acting mayor Dambrink
of Batavia and a few city council members visited the new
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Itis such a treasure that the former house of Lim Tiang Hoey (see Chapter 5 pages 146-147) at Jalan Fachrudin 15 still exists in today's Tanah Abang. Since its

sale to Bank Mandiri around 1979, it has been a branch of this bank. The ground floor interior has been entirely stripped of its historic features, including doors
and fittings, but when one peeks through the lowered ceiling the original ornaments can be seen. The outside of the building still has Hoey’s original Chinese
structures and emblems. The two towers on the rooftop are still present too. Although not exceptionally well maintained, there is so much history to discover when
one takes the time to wander around. Itis to be hoped that the former mansion of Hoey can be enjoyed for many years to come.
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1

en Jan Bik (1757-1827) sailed from Amsterdam and
W-l;rrived in Batavia (now Jakarta) in 1816, he probably
did not realize he would later be regarded as the
foundingfather of a clan that not only became quite influential
but also blended relatively quickly and smoothly into the
colonial society of the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia) at
the time. It was a bold decision for him to emigrate at the
age of 59, together with his wife and nine children. However
Jan's father had just passed away, and initially one of his
sons was appointed as draughtsman on Professor Caspar
Reinwardt's expedition to the East. The latter had been
charged by King Willem I of the Netherlands to undertake
a scientific expedition in the archipelago. Jan Bik, who had
constantly struggled financially to keep his head above water
in Amsterdam, decided the family should be kept together.
With the help of the Amsterdam City Council, this was the
opportunity for a drastic change and improvement in his life.

The troubled years before the move

Jan Bik was a grain merchant in the Dutch town of Haastrecht
in 1787 before his life changed dramatically. In 1778 he
married Anna van der Lecq, and they had a daughter Nivina
(1779-1832). Jan lived during the precarious years of the
French revolution, and had chosen the side of the patriots, i.e
those who opposed the exiled Dutch royal family of the House
of Orange. In September 1787, when the Prussian army helped
to successfully reinstate Dutch Prince Willem V to power, Jan
Bik had no other choice than to flee. In his diary he described
the events as follows:

“...The flood of troops concerned many good residents who had
to leave their home and all their belongings behind to save
their lives. This also happened to me. To avoid ending up in
the hands of the furious, murderous and marauding troops,

13

The Bik family: from draughtsmen to landowners

.iﬁ"'w

LS Yo Amsterdam

Rio de Janeiro

Kaap de Goede Hoop
Cape of Good Hope

[ 29 October 1815 - 26 April 1816 Evertsenvessel Adrianus Johannes Bik (eldest son of Jan Bik)

B 31 March 1816 - 3 September 1816 Nassauvessel  Jan Bik, his wife and 8 other children

The journeys of the Bik family to the Dutch East Indies. Adrianus
Johannes Bik left earlier, in the company of professor Reinwardt.
His father, mother and siblings followed nearly half a year later.

I saved myself by fleeing to France, leaving behind my vast
affairs, residences and warehouses, filled with grains, under the
protection of my good wife and elderly mother. Unfortunately
neither young nor old were spared. My warehouses and house
were plundered, my brave wife horribly abused, as she wanted
to resist these inhuman soldiers, supported by a lot of common
savages amongst our own people. The ill-treatment of beatings
accelerated the virtuous woman’s death; she passed away in my
absence on 23 July 1788. My wife’s elderly mother, after being
mistreated as well, was able to eventually and fortunately
escape with our eight-year-old daughter (Nivina Bik). So my
happiest days were all of a sudden gone, my dear wife forever
gone through a hasty death, my house plundered, my grain
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The new pasar complex of Tanah Abang which was built and
completed in 1927. This picture, from an unknown photographer,
dates from around 1937.

L S o vl
The new pasar complex from a different angle in 1931. The post
office branch would be opened in the rightmost of the three
buildings in 1938. The well in front of the pasar contained drinking
water for the delman horses. This photo was taken by Th. Metz.
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pasar and newspaper Nieuws van den Dag voor Nederlandsch
Indié published the following report:

“The tour commenced and we drove on beautiful asphalted
roads to the new pasar on Tanah Abang Heuvel, a very spacious
complex, built out of concrete, sound and efficient, and solid
enough to withstand wind and weather for an indefinite
number ofyears. We heard that the depreciation period has been
approved for 50 years, however the iron-reinforced material
could last much longer. As the pasar reaches its completion,
part of it has already been put into service, and in the stalls
the neatly stitched jackets and blocks of brightly colored and
freshly-flowered kain (fabric) are showcased. Part has been
under shelter for now as meat is on sale. The manna of flies, that
enjoy these delicacies, triggered a discussion about placement of
wire-gauze cabinets, and this will be a topic of conversation for
the new meat pasar, for which as yet an uncompleted part has
been dedicated. The mayor took everything into consideration
with interest, and asked a seller in a fatherly way whether he
already felt senang (happy) at the new pasar, which the man
answered only with a grin. “Afraid that his rent will increase”,
responded one of the tour companions”.

By the late 1920s Pasar Tanah Abang still officially had only
two market days, Wednesdays and Saturdays. On other days
there was a more casual market. The kain market (fabrics
market) was the main attraction, and especially towards the
annual Poeasa or Lebaran (end of fasting month celebration)
itreached a sizeable extent with net sales of sometimes half a
million guilders each day.

A post office branch was opened in the pasar building on
8 November 1938. During the Japanese occupation (1942-
1945) trading in Tanah Abang basically stalled due to sharply
increased prices of food and staples. When there was serious
hunger in the city and many people suffered during the
last one and a half years of the war, the Pasar Tanah Abang
building became a shelter for the homeless. There was no
longer any trading of food and textiles. In 1946 circumstances
normalized again.
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Jan Bik (standing left) with his first
wife Anna Bik-van der Lecq (1748-
1788), sitting behind the table in
the middle, and their on ar-old
daughter Nivina Bik (1779-1832) on
the lap of Jan’s mother Nivina van
Harten (1730-1800). On the right of
the table is Jan’s father Adrianus
Bik (1730-1816), who was a school
teacher, sexton and precentor in
the Dutch town of Kralingen. The
painting, from an unknown artist,
is from 1780 and is currently in
possession of the widow of Adrianus
Johannes Emanuel Arnold Bik
(1935-2016) in the Netherlands.
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Inside the new pasar complex of Tanah Abang with the sellers and
their wares. This photo, by an unknown photographer, dates from
1927.

a4
a B

The post and
telegraph office
branch was
_ housed in the
rightmost of
the three pasar
| buildings. This
~ picture is from
1941.
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BIJ-POSTKANTOOR TANAH-ABANG

Ingang 8 November 1938 zal op Tanah-
Abang een plaatselijk Bijpost- en Tele-
graafkantoor worden geopend tegenover den
driesprong Pasar Tanah Abang en de Oude
Tamarindelaan.

Het bijkantoor is voor alle diensten openge-
steld, uitgezonderd voor de Landskaswerk-
zaamheden, De diensturen zijn op werkda-
gen behalve des Zaterdags van 8—12 en van
4—6, des Zaterdags van 8—12 en des Zon-

Announcement
of the opening
of a post office
branch at Pasar
Tanah Abang in
the newspaper
Nieuws van
den dag voor
Nederlandsch
Indié of 7
November 1938.

dags gesloten.
y r
b The signage on
A the middle pasar
< ° building was
.“ installed around
(3 A 1940 (see also
STADSGEMEENTE (g7 B ATAVI 3 %S?ter 6 page
—pASSER TANAHABANG=
s
——

Scan this QR code -or follow
the link below- and watch
a Dultch Polygoon newsreel
from 1946 which showcases
Pasar Tanah Abang.

wwuw.lostjakarta.com/
250years_pasar_tanahabang
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If there is any street with the most historical remnants, it must be Jalan Taman Tanah
Abang 3 (the former Westerpark). However it has not been safe from destruction. In the
past ten years more than half a dozen 1930s modernist houses have been demolished
to make way for less characteristic modern mansions. These houses were designed by
the Peters Brothers and architect]J.A. Raket and replaced the nineteenth century De
Riemer country estate which once occupied this site. Fortunately many houses are still
in good to excellent condition including all fittings, stained glass windows and as in
the case of Jalan Taman Tanah Abang 3 number 9 also has its original name Ithaca. For
historical pictures of the houses in this street see Chapter 6 pages 199-201.
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storehouses looted. And I was wandering on French soil, where
I had a safe hiding place under Louis XVI'.

It was not until 1793 that it was safe for Jan Bik to return.
Meanwhile he had married Jeannette Butin (1769-1821) in
1789.Jan settled in Amsterdam where he became treasurer of
a large seafood market. It was not a well-paid job as he could
barely feed his wife and nine children. After many years of
misery and the Bik family being financially supported by the
city council of Amsterdam, they eventually appointed him a
civil servant of the East Indies. His debts were subsequently
remitted. Such a move was not uncommon as by 1816, when
the Netherlands regained control over its colony, there was a
serious shortage of civil servants in the Indies.

Drawing of Jan Bik
= on his deathbed, 9
February 1827.

Jan's eldest son Adrianus Johannes was the first Bik member
to leave for the Indies. He and his brother Jannus Theodorus
were both talented artists, and Adrianus had been asked to
join Professor Reinwardtas a draughtsman for the Department
of Natural Historical Research in Batavia, and subsequently
departed in 1815. Jan, Jeannette and their other children left
for Java on 31 March 1816 with the ship Nassau. After spending
six weeks in Rio de Janeiro the Bik family arrived in Batavia

15

on 3 September 1816. They settled in a house along Molenvliet
West (now Jalan Gajah Mada). It took a few months before the
adults were appointed jobs. Father Jan Bik started as cashier
atthe Vendukantoor (Auction Office). In later years he became
a member of the Algemeene Rekenkamer (Court of Audit).
Jan passed away in his house in Rijswijk (Jalan Veteran) on 9
February 1827 and was buried in the Tanah Abang cemetery.
His wife Jeannette had already passed away in 1821.

Professor Caspar Reinwardt

Caspar Georg Carl Reinwardt (1773-1854), who was probably
better known as the founder of the Botanical Gardens in
Buitenzorg (Kebun Raya Bogor) in 1817, was a renowned
scientist of German descent. According to the Dutch Interior
Minister Anton Reinhard Falck, "Reinwardt was the best
qualified person the government had in mind with respect to
the scientific exploration of the East Indies Islands as well as to
their development and commercial exploitation”.

Caspar Reinwardt
in an etching by
Reinier Vinkeles
circa 1815, after

a painting by
Mattheus Ignatius
van Bree.
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Batik industry in Tanah Abang

Pasar Tanah Abang was and is the largest textile market in
southeast Asia, however the district of Tanah Abang was also
the center of batik making in Batavia during the nineteenth
century and the first decades of the twentieth century.

Batik is a technique of wax-resist dyeing applied to the cloth.
It is made either by drawing dots and lines of the resist with
a spouted tool called a tjanting or canting, (a kind of a pencil
with areservoir in which the liquid is warmed wax), batik tulis
(handmade batik), or by printing the resist with a handmade
copper stamp called batik tjap or batik cap, or stamped
batik. There is also a batik kombinasi, which combines tulis
with tjap. The applied wax resists dyes and therefore allows
the artisan to colour selectively by soaking the cloth in one
colour, removing the wax with boiling water, and repeating if
multiple colours are desired. Batik making in Java dates back
to the sixth or seventh century.

the 1920s. The women here are using the so-called tjanting method
of creating batik.

140

Batikhandel, Lim  Giam, Paal
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The batik produced in Tanah Abang was mainly red, named
bang bangan, or ‘red onred’. This is Mengkudu red, made with
natural colouring of the Morinda Citrifolia root. Most tjanting
batik was made by Pembatik, Indo-Chinese women, artisans,
while the tjap-made batik was traditionally created by men.

Using the more work-intensive tjanting method, one piece of
cloth took nine months to create at the time.

Tanah Abang was not the only place where batik was
manufactured. The entire north coast of Java had Sino-
Indonesian (Chinese Indonesian) batik workshops from
around the beginning of the nineteenth century. Towns like
Cirebon, Lasem, Pekalongan, Rembang and Juana are all well
known for this type of batik.
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Once, the street surrounding Pasar Tanah Abang was lined with a string of shophouses
with beautiful Chinese architecture. To relieve the traffic congestion along Jalan
Fachrudin, at the end of 1977 the western strip of nineteenth century houses was
demolished to widen the street. During the 1980s and 1990s most other Chinese
shophouses elsewhere were also demolished to make way for multi-storeyed ruko
(rumah toko), with shops on the ground floor and residential premises on the floors
above. Today this lovely house at the entrance of Kampung Bali is literally the only one
left, although in a poor state with many leaks inside. The original timber doors and
windows are still there, so is the lovely row of decorative tiles at the front.
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A bust of Professor Reinwardt in the Bogor Botanical Gardens.

Reinwardt was invited by King Willem I to leave for Batavia
and received a meticulously conceived and detailed
description of his various tasks. He had to find the answers to
numerous questions in the fields of commerce, agriculture,
geology and mineralogy, education, health care, ethnography
and technology. Reinwardt selected two assistants: Adrianus
Johannes Bik, a draughtsman, and Willem Kent, the gardener
of the Botanical Gardens of Harderwijk in the Netherlands.
Once in Java he invited Adrianus’ brother Jannus Theodorus
Bik and Antoine Payen (1792-1853), a Belgian landscape
painter, to work for him.

Between 1816 and 1822 Reinwardt organized several
expeditions to East Java, Timor, Sulawesi, Maluku and
Goram, the Kai Islands and Aru, apart from trips closer to
home to Bantam (Banten), Buitenzorg (Bogor) and Preanger
(Parahyangan) in West Java. On many of these Reinwardt
was accompanied by the Bik brothers, who specialized in
drawings of landscapes, nature, temples and sculptures. He
returned to Europe in 1822 and became a professor of natural
history at the University of Leiden where he devoted his life
to chemistry, botany and mineralogy until he retired in 1845.

16

Adrianus Johannes Bik

Before Adrianus Johannes Bik (1790-1872) was asked to join
Professor Reinwardt on his expeditions in the Indies, he ran
an atelier on the Prinsengracht in Amsterdam from 1808 to
1815, together with Mr. A Lafond, where they painted and
gilded French porcelain and fine English china.

Portrait of
Adrianus
Johannes Bik
by painter
Ernest
Hardouin,
1842.

During Adrianus' collaboration with Reinwardtitis notknown
how well they got on with each other. In his correspondence,
Reinwardt had often been irritated by his draughtsman,
however on the other hand he was very impressed by his
achievements, as a letter in 1819 clearly described: “Bik is
working slower than Payen does. He is difficult to handle and
often ill-tempered. However the few drawings made by him are
real masterpieces.”
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A full batik cloth with different Chinese
Phoenix bird and flower pot designs
(above), and a close up (left). This
Peranakan batik is a sarung or tubular
skirt with the kepala (head) in the middle.
These were sold unstitched after which
the owner stitched it or had it done by a
djahit (sewing maid) by hand or with a
Singer sewing machine. This batik sarung
dates from around 1880. Itis a beautiful
example of Mengkudu red, created by a
batik workshop in Tanah Abang by using
the natural dye Morinda Citrifolia.
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A piece of batik, made in a Sino-Indonesian/
Peranakan Tanah Abang workshop in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century. The design of this
batik is Indo-European influenced. This batik from
Tanah Abang is called Batik Bang Bangan or batik
red on red. That Tanah Abang means ‘red earth’ is

most likely no coincidence VERONICA WARNARS COLLECTION
COLLECTION: KEES DE RUITER | THE VERONICA PHOTO: CAROL WINKEL FOTOGRAFII
WARNARS COLLECTION \MSTERDAM
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Museum Tekstil at
Jalan Aipda KS Tubun 4
and adjacent pavilions
at the side and back of
the museum, which

all have their own
functions as part of

the complex. The

main building of the
museum (top left)
dates back to the mid
nineteenth century.
See also Chapter 5
pages 148-149, Chapter
6 page 196 and Chapter
8 page 248.
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) Borneo
Kalimantan

Celebes

-, Sulawesi
-
\ Henade Moluccas
Maluku New Guinea
’ Papua
LY
Sumatra l“
Sumatera
Batavia
Banien, ——>-
P 4 Parahyangan
Bogor
Jawa Simbaee
r J Timor
\!E “ﬂ [l 1816-1819 Batavia (Jakarta) and surroundings Prof. C. Reinwardt, A.J. Bik, ].Th. Bik
W 1819 Buitenzorg (Bogor) and Preanger (Parahyangan) Prof. C. Reinwardt, A.J. Bik, J.Th. Bik
B 1821-1823 Sumbawa, Timor, Maluku, Sulawesi, East Java Prof. C. Reinwardt, A.J. Bik, J.Th. Bik
W 1823 Bantam (Banten) J.Th. Bik
W 1824 Keffing, Goram (Gorong), Kai, Aru A.. Bik

Journeys of the Bik brothers in the Indonesian archipelago between 1816 and 1824. These trips were adventurous at the time and involved many months of
travelling. The distance between Batavia and the Aru Islands is more than 3,500 km.
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Fuchs & Rens

Fuchs & Rens was the most prominent supplier
of cars and tyres in the Indies and left an
impressive legacy of buildings in various
Indonesian cities. Started in 1886 under the
name of E.J. Fuchs, the company was a harness,
saddle, buggy, horse and carriage supply
business, with premises on Tanah Abang West.

Fuchs retired in 1897 and was succeeded by
Mr. J. W. Rens. After he retired in 1902 his
brother Daan Rens (1872-1948) took over.

Soon operations were expanded to include the
sale of carriages and motor cars. The business
also imported Australian cattle. In 1911 a
second branch office was opened in Soerabaja
(Surabaya), followed later by offices and
garages in Bandoeng (Bandung), Semarang,
Djokjakarta (Yogyakarta) in Java and Medan
in Sumatra.

In addition to selling and renting out horses,
carriages, cattle and automobiles, it also
offered maintenance and repair services at
various garages and workshops.

In the 1920s Fuchs & Rens were the preferred
dealers of the very popular brand of Hudson
Automobiles. However they also sold cars of
the brands Packard, Essex, Renault, Chrysler

and White Motor Company. -

i . Top: the Fuchs & Rens premises on Tanah Abang West around 1890. The manege on the left was
After D‘:nCh companies were seized by the also the site of the first cinema in Batavia which started screening movies here in 1899. From
Indonesian government in 1957, the name of 1906 until 1914 Cine Lumen was based in the Mangge Fuchs.

Fuchs & Rens was changed into PT Permorin Bottom: the new offices of Fuchs & Rens from 1918. This building still exists in today’s Jakarta
and became the main dealer of Mercedes Benz (see Chapter 8 page 255). In the distance, on the right of the picture, is the director’s residence
in Jakarta, with a focus on buses. In 1997 PT (see opposite page). The photographers of both pictures are unknown.

Permorin was still based on Jalan Abdul Muis.
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ends in Tanah Rendah on this map, the narrow Kali Krukut still continues south of number 5, and along the west side of the pasar.
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Adrianus Bik's voyage to the Moluccas (1824)

In 1928 Adrianus' grandson A.J.E. Arnold Bik (1855-1931) published a
bookwith a diary of Adrianus' 1824 voyage to the Moluccas (Maluku)
in eastern Indonesia, including drawings by him. Adrianus not only
drew village views of the islands, but also maps and sea views which
many decades later were still used to navigate the area.

Not all islands could be reached by ship due to dangerous coral
reefs near the coastlines. So they dropped anchor offshore and
used an indigenous vessel to reach the shore. This sometimes led to
dangerous situations as Adrianus wrote in his 1824 diary: “Before I
was able to land on the island of New Affara again, I experienced an
accident that could have been fatal to me if it had occurred further
offshore. When I was drawing a sketch of the coastline, all of a sudden
one of the bamboo outriggers of the boat broke off; our small bamboo
canoe capsized on the side I was sitting with my back to, which resulted
in me landing completely under water. As I did not want to drop my
sketch book, which would have been an irreparable loss, it took me a
lot of effort to grab the canoe, likewise the hunter who had a loaded
rifle. Luckily the canoe was made out of very lightweight timber, so
that I, the hunter, and the Alfoer man who rowed us, all could drag
ourselves back above the waterline...”.

Adrianus was very much interested in the inhabitants of the various
islands they visited. He described in detail the characteristics of
the Alfoer people, residents of the Aru islands: “The Alfoer people
from the interior of the Aru Islands are not entirely uncivilized. Their
clothing consists of a small piece of linen, mostly white, which they
wear in front of their middle. Above the elbows they wear bracelets of
yellow and black reed, very finely braided, and overlaid with white
shells; around the wrist they often wear a white bracelet, polished
from a Doublet shell. Around the neck mostly Chinese coral’.

Inmostcasestheywelcomedhiminafriendlyway, however Adrianus
at times sensed mutual tension amongst the island residents. He
often made the effort to get to the root cause of these conflicts,
and where possible tried to mediate and solve the problems, often
succeeding. These efforts drew the attention of the government
officials, which probably accelerated his career as a public servant.

G.GORAM ,GROOT- en

n on AROE-EILAN

AW.SUTHOFF'S

DAGVERHAAL

EENER REIS, GEDAAN IN HET JAAR 1824,
TOT NADERE VERKENNING
DER EILANDEN

KEFING, GORAM, GROOT- EN KLEIN KEI
EN DE AROE-EILANDEN

soox

A. J. BIK

(LID DEN KOMMISSIE TOT MET VERPAMELEN EN BEWAREN VAN
OUDHEIDKUNDIGE VOORWERFEN OF JAVA)

Uitgegeven op aanbeveling van het Koninklgh Instituut voor de
Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde van Ned.-Indié

oox
M. A. J. E A BK

MET PONTAET, KAARY, TEEKENINGEN EN BIJLAGEN

LEIDEN
A. W. SIJTHOFF'S UITGEVERSMAATSCHAPPIJ
1928

AlJ. Bik's book "Journal of a voyage made in the year 1824, for further
reconnaissance of the islands of Keffing, Goram (Gorong), Greater and

Smaller Kei and the Aru Islands".

© 77T Mosque
"' in Ondoer
. on Goram
S Island, by
e Adrianus
Johannes
Bik, 1824.
Picture from
the book.
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Maatschappij t.v.d. Zaken vh FUCHS en RENS

Gevestigd sedert 1886

Hoofdkantoor : WELTEVREDEN, Tanah Abang West 14.
Kantoren te: Soerabaja, Semarang, Medan, Bandoeng, Djokjakarta, Amsterdam.

Telegram-Adres: FUCHSRENS

The Fuchs & Rens director’s residence, immediately to
the right of the offices. This lovely house was demolished
in 1939 to make way for the new offices of the Lever’s
Zeepfabrieken (see Chapter 6 page 160).

Eenige Importeurs voor geheel
Nederlandsch Oost-Indié van:

HUDSON SUPER-SIX
ESSEX - RENAULT
PACKARD-CHRYSLER
PERSONEN-AUTOMOBIELEN
WHITE -RENAULT

o rijdon in e ' Mgl - 0
UD’SON SUPER $lx

VRACHT-AUTOMOBIELEN
Firestone Prijscoaranten worden op asnvrasg Prest-O-Lite in o vied e T et
Banden wnamme, gratis en franco, gezonden, Balterijen Bij minimum-onkosten M U maximum-comfort

Fuchs & Rens advertisement from 1927.
Eenlge Importeurs:
AUTOHANDEL

FUCHS & RENS
‘\

TANAH A‘ﬁlﬂ W4

Daan Rens in 1928. When he retired and moved back to
the Netherlands he built a house in the town of Bussum
which he called Tanah Abang. Photo by Charls & Van Es.

Advertisement for a Hudson Super Six automobile in
newspaper Nieuws van den dag voor Nederlandsch
Indié.
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There are more than 150 years between these two
photographs. We are looking in a southerly direction
along Jalan Abdul Muis, formerly Tanah Abang
West/Jalan Tanah Abang Barat. The top photo is
from the 1860s and already shows the Ar-Rohah
mosque, which is still present today, although
renovated a few times. The three storey building

on the right in the 2019 photo stands on the corner
of Jalan Kebon Jahe 2 (formerly Gang Djembatan
Serong) just outside this picture, and is the former
photographic atelier of Nikko. The quiet unsealed
road of the 1860s was the territory of one delman
and a dog, but nowadays the four lanes of bitumen
are congested by cars for most of each day, except
early on Sunday mornings like in this photo so that
we can see the buildings on the right side of the
street.
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Kampung on the east coast of the Aru Islands, by Adrianus Johannes Bik, 1824. (& o
Picture from the book.

TWO drawings of Adrianus Johannes Bik from 1824. Left: the daughter
of the Orang Kaya of Affara, Alfoer tribe, Aru Islands, right: native of
the Kei Islands. Pictures from the book.

View from Lontar towards Banda Neira with the
Gunung Api volcano, by Adrianus Johannes Bik,
. 1824. Picture from the book.

19





OEBPS/images/0_Page_137.jpg
5. The development of Tanah Abang 1900-1945

Jamiat Kheir (1923)

Jamiat Kheir was one of the first private educational
institutions in Indonesia, basically since 1905 when it started
operating in Pekodjan (Pekojan). They were instrumental in
the struggle against Dutch rule, and therefore even preceded
Sarekat Islam and Boedi Oetomo (Budi Utomo). The first
activities to create Jamiat Kheir started in 1898 when several
leaders of the Arab community in Batavia agreed to create an
organisation that aimed to help improve the social condition
of the Arabs in the Dutch East Indies, and to prepare a plan
to establish a modern Muslim educational institution as a
response to the governmental education policy.

Group picture of the founders and staff of Jamiat Kheir in front

of the newly opened building along the Karetweg, just a few
hundred metres south of Pasar Tanah Abang. The photographer is
unknown.

It was Governor-General Van Heutsz who proved to be more
ethical than many would have thought, and personallyissued
the authorisation and licence for Jamiat Kheir in 1905. Jamiat
Kheir has had its headquarters and school in Tanah Abang
since 1923.

Close up of the
sign on the front
of the Jamiat Kheir
building.

xh aer School

IDJRIJAH DAN BIKINNJA INI
ADILAWAL TAHOEN 1342
DECEMBER 1923 _ .

\H BOELAN

During the 1990s the Karetweg (by then Jalan Karet) had been
sacrificed to allow the widening of Jalan Mas Mansyur and
all buildings demolished, hence this also no longer exists.
However, today Jamiat Kheir is still based along Jalan Mas
Mansyur in a different building.

One of the most well-known Jamiat Kheir members was
Indonesian nationalist H.0.S. Tjokroaminoto (1882-1934)
who for a short time in 1913 was director of the Soerabaja
branch. In Batavia Achmad Djajadiningrat (1877-1943) and
Mas Mansoer (1896-1946) were prominent members. It is
not a coincidence that the current Jalan Mas Mansyur (new
spelling) connects Pekojan with Tanah Abang. In 1929 Jamiat
Kheir opened an orphanage close to the headquarters along
the Karet road.

Historically, Arabs have always been prominent in Tanah
Abang, most likely due to the presence and proximity of Pasar
Tanah Abang, as many Arabs were merchants and traded in
textiles, mainly batik and cotton. Small traders often lived
in the Moorish quarters of Pekojan and Krukut, and with
increasing wealth then moved to Pasar Baru and Tanah
Abang.





OEBPS/images/0_Page_258.jpg
8. The metamorphosis of Tanah Abang 1945-now

268

A view towards the hill of Tanah Abang. These

two pictures have been taken around 250 meters
further south than the pictures on the previous
page, just beyond what is now the Millennium
Hotel. Still looking south along Jalan Fachrudin,
the road previously known as Tanah Abang Heuvel
(until 1950) and Tanah Abang Bukit (until the early
1970s). On the older photo from 1867 we see two of
the four houses of the Tanah Abang country estate,
the furthest one being the former west wing of
Governor-General Van Imhoff’s mansion, and one
of the guard houses at the front. This house would
become Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s (1858-1920)
residence between 1884 and 1920. The narrow dirt
road bends to the left on the hill and continues

to Pasar Tanah Abang. In the 2019 picture there

is nothing that reminds us of the former country
houses, most of them were demolished in the 1980s.
Instead we see the pedestrian bridge over the six
lane Jalan Mas Mansyur in the distance, which now
runs from left to right in front of the former houses.
In the distance the complex of Pasar Tanah Abang
Blok E , which now occupies the hill. What has not
changed is the shape of the road. It still bends to
the left, although it now merges with Jalan Mas
Mansyur.





OEBPS/images/0_Page_017.jpg
1. The Bik family: from draughtsmen to landowners

Drawing of
Diponegoro by
Adrianus Johannes
Bik, 1830

Adrianus soon realized that a career as a civil servant would
generate much more money. He became Vendumeester
(Auctioneer) in 1822, then Baljuw (Bailiff) of Batavia in 1828
togetherwith the role of Assistant Resident of the Bataviaasche
Ommelanden (Greater Batavia). In 1824 he combined his job
as auctioneer with conducting one more expedition to the
Moluccas. Adrianus wrote a detailed diary about this last and
adventurous trip to the eastern islands of the archipelago (see
pages 18-19).

In his role as Assistant Resident of Batavia he successfully
mediated during a revolt of Chinese laborers in Krawang
(Karawang). The Governor-General, obviously impressed by
Adrianus’ management of this matter, appointed him judge of
the Raad van Justitie (Court Of Justice) in 1832. Adrianus was
also a member of the Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten
en Wetenschappen (Batavia Society of Arts and Sciences), a
society of prominent people who promoted arts and science
in the Dutch East Indies. During his governmental career

20

Adrianus drew the famous portrait of Javanese prince
Diponegoro (1785-1855) in 1830 shortly after his capture.

Adrianus retired in 1837 and stayed in the Indies until 1847
when he returned to Europe, and settled in Amsterdam. Back
home he was involved in the establishment of the Petroleum
Maatschappij (Petroleum Company), and also wrote articles
about the extraction of gold and petroleum in the Dutch East
Indies. Furthermore he conducted tests to determine whether
the batik process could be introduced to Europe.

Back in the Netherlands Adrianus and his brother-in-law
Jan Willem Arnold (1813-1885) purchased the Breesaap,
a piece of land that later would become the harbor town of
IJmuiden, west of Amsterdam. They were both shareholders
in the company that prepared the construction of the
Noordzeekanaal (North Sea Canal) that would connect the
North Sea with Amsterdam. Later he moved to Brussels
(Belgium) where his younger brother Pieter Vreede Bik (1806-
1883) lived. In IJmuiden there is still a street called Bik en
Arnoldkade (Bik and Arnold Quay), and alocal dark beer '1851
Bik en Arnold Dubbel’ is named after them as well.

Jannus Theodorus Bik

During the first five years of the Reinwardt expeditions
both Bik brothers teamed up. Jannus Theodorus (1796-
1875), commonly known as Dorus, was appointed as second
draughtsman although in practice there did not seem to have
been a distinctive hierarchy.

During the journeys in West Java (1816-1819) the expedition
teams travelled by horse, but whenever the roads became
impassable, they continued on foot, assisted by indigenous
porters. The group travelled daily, but during bad weather
sheltered in their tents. On their first journey to the Preanger
in June 1819, Dorus celebrated his 23rd birthday. In his diary
he wrote that he felt sorry not to be at home with his beloved
family, but that it was a comfort that the scenery around him
was so beautiful and revealed to him by God.
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Hati Suci (1929)

In 1914 ayoung mother named Ny. Lie Tjian Tjoen (born as Aw
Tjoei Lan) took the initiative to establish the Perkoempoelan
Ati Soetji or Po Liong Kiok, a social institution that aimed
to help girls, orphans and abandoned children. Ati Soetji
(now spelled as Hati Suci) is a refuge and provides them
with necessities and love so they can have a better future.

wAti-Scetji".

Aneta varneemt, dat het bestuur van dit
bekenda Tehuis voor Chineescho melsjesop
Q. Sahirl, te Welteyredon, grootsche plannen
koestort.

Daartoe financiee] in de gelogenheld go-
ateld door het anudeel; dat dess stiohting
ult de Inatste groote loter(f heoft ontvangen
an tovens door de bljdragen van vesschei.
dene Chineosche ingezetanen, heelt het
zich voor den tijd van dertig jaren kunnen
werzekoren van éen percesl op Kebon Sirh,
wair eetlang sen nleuw gesticht zal ver
rizen,

De projocten hiortos, nitgewarkt door hat

uwbureau Wiemans Abal en Pichel, ziin
biina gereed, en het zal nist oo lang meer

Mrs. Lie Tjian

~ Tjoen (1889-
© 1965), the

founder of

Article in newspaper Nieuws
van den Dag voor Nederlandsch
Indié of 12 July 1927 in which

Wl of ek e witesinge van et vk was announced that At

zal konoen worden aangevangen. Do bouw-
kosten  worden gerasmd op clres é6n ton,
wadaruit bijkt, dut men een en ander flink
nanpakt.

Er wordt dan ook dadellfk gerekend op
opname van 75 melsjes, met gelogenhedd
tot uitbreiding van dit asntal tot 125.

Men weet dat ALl Soetji zich totdool
stalt dw van on
wangetroffon Chineesche melsjes van zos
?:b ::null jaren, die er een prachtig tehuls

Soetji (Hati Suci), thanks to

the revenues of a lottery and
contributions of Chinese
residents, were able to fund a
new school at Kebon Sirih, with

- estimated building costs of

100,000 guilders. Initially the
school could accommodate 75

Nog dit Jaar hoopt men met den sieawen | girls, possibly extending to 125.
|

bouw te kunnen aanyangen.
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The current building along Jalan Hati Suci in Tanah Abang
was established on 30 November 1929, but the first branch
opened in 1914 in Goenoeng Sahari (Jalan Gunung Sahari).
The school is in a side street west of Kebon Sirih Park (Taman
Kebon Sirih), which runs parallel to Tanah Abang Heuvel to
Kampung Bali near Pasar Tanah Abang. Initially established
as an orphanage for Chinese girls, today’s Hati Suci is a
women’s refuge that can accommodate up to 300 children,

and the school houses a kindergarten, primary school and
junior high school for children from disadvantaged families.
A biography of Lie Tjian Tjoen was published in 2014.

The Hati Suci
school (left),
Jalan Hati Suci
(left below) and
3 astained glass
window in the
building with
the ‘AS’ (Ati
Soetji) initials.
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The bend in the road on the hill of Tanah Abang. The
historical picture dates back to around 1900 when
the electric tram was just introduced. Beyond the §
tram we see the Chinese style shophouses along
both sides of the road leading towards Pasar Tanah
Abang. A curious man, probably a resident of the
Tanah Abang Heuvel estate, stands on the hill on
the right to watch the scene. In the modern picture
we only recognize the bend in the road. The tram
had already disappeared in 1960, and the road
now merges with Jalan Mas Mansyur (left-right)
which runs into a tunnel where the old shops used
to stand. The Chinese shops have been replaced
by high rise buildings in the 1980s and 1990s. §
Following drastically intensified traffic, a pedestrian
bridge was constructed in the early 2000s.
Interestingly, part of the building on the corner of -
the 1900 picture still stands today, although hidden ®=
behind the pedestrian bridge.
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% Jannus
Theodorus

- " Lithograph by
. ].P. Berghaus,
1859

On the same journey in July 1819, in the vicinity of Bandoeng
(Bandung), they met Governor-General Van der Capellen
(1778-1848) and his wife, who were in transit. Professor
Reinwardt was of the opinion that his draughtsmen deserved
some distraction and hence accepted an invitation from the
Governor-General to have dinner with him. In his diary Dorus
wrote: “Before we went to the dining table, the Governor wanted
to see some of our drawings, which we luckily had brought. It
was for us a pleasant satisfaction that they received approval
of the high ranking company and that the Governor-General,
with his well-known kindness, spoke some very flattering words
to me”.

We know that Dorus got a pay increase in 1820. A letter from
the secretary of the Governor-General to Reinwardt mentions:

21

“The Governor-General... has decreed that J.Th. Bik, the second
draughtsman of the Department of Agriculture, Arts and
Sciences, will receive a considerable increase in pay. From now
on his salary will be 300 guilders a month”.

The 1821-1822 journey to the eastern islands of the archipelago
was documented by Dorus and published in the magazine of
the Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen
in 1863, under the title "Aanteekeningen nopens eene reis
naar Bima, Timor, de Moluksche eilanden, Menado en Oost-
Java, gedaan in 1821 en 1822 met den hoogleeraar C.G.C.
Reinwardt" (Notes with regard to the journey to Bima, Timor,
the Moluccas, Manado and East-Java, conducted in 1821 and
1822 with the professor C.G.C. Reinwardt). Bik wrote another
article in 1866 about his 1823 trip to Bantam in West-Java.

AAN

AANTEERENINGEN

BIMA, TIMOR, DE MOLUKSCHE EILANDEN,
MENADO EN OOST-JAVA,

OO 1% 1821 B 1982 AT DES WooGLEEESAR

EENE REIS 100K MET WESTELL ELTE VAN DL
BAN' T,
MET DE NEEREN VAN HASSELT 1N MEAUREVERT

IX IUEE SAA s

RESIDENTIE

€. 6. €. REINWARDT,

J. Th. BIK.

ten wij de reede van

e neht

lijke verwoesting in het. b
dnt van de gehee

Article written by Bik about
his trip to Bima, Timor, the
Moluccas, Sulawesi and East
Javain 1821 and 1822.

The 1866 article written by
Dorus Bik about his trip

with Mr. van Hasselt and Mr.
Meaurevert to Bantam in 1823.
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Lim Tiang Hoey (1862-1925)

One of the mostinfluential Chineseresidents
of Tanah Abang Heuvel and adjacent Pasar
Tanah Abang around the turn of last century
(1880-1920) was Lim Tiang Hoey (1862-1925).

Hoey was former Captain of the Chinese and
had made a fortune as a landowner.

He was a good friend and business partner of
Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (see Chapter 3 page
72). Both men owned significant sections of
land and properties in Tanah Abang, and
were together involved in the establishment
of public listed companies. It is estimated
that in the early twentieth century around
90% of all shops and buildings at Pasar
Tanah Abang belonged to these two men.

Lim Tiang Hoey’s former residence at Tanah Abang Heuvel in 1941.

Lim Tiang Hoey with his wife and
two children, around 1900. The
photographer is unknown.

When Lim Tiang Hoey passed away in 1925,
the newspaper Nieuws van den Dag voor
Nederlandsch Indié estimated the value of
his properties at five million guilders (!), an
incredible amount at the time, and it made
him one of the richest people in Batavia.
When his funeral commenced, from Tanah
Abang Heuvel to the Laanhof (Petamburan)
cemetery, the Batavia Council had to
remove tram wires along two sections of
the procession so that the casket and high
sculptures could pass.

Fortunately Hoey’s characteristic house
at Tanah Abang Heuvel 101 (now Jalan
Fachrudin 15) still exists today, and on the
outside still has his features, fittings and
symbols. It is now a branch of Bank Mandiri
and we canonlyhope thatit will be preserved
for much longer. The same house at today’s Jalan Fachrudin (see also Chapter 8
pages 260-261).
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Although Reinwardt regularly complained that the Bik
brothers were often ill, they at least survived their expeditions
in the harsh tropical climate. Two other members had
passed away. Johan Conrad van Hasselt (1797-1823), a
Dutch physician, zoologist, botanist and mycologist, died of
amoebiasis and exhaustion, only two years after his German
colleague Heinrich Kuhl (1797-1821) passed away following
a liver infection, having been in Java for only nine months.
Both were buried in the Bogor Botanical Gardens and their
combined tombstone is still there today.

Soya di Atas, village on Ambon, by Jannus Theodorus Bik, 1821.

In addition to drawing, Dorus was also active as a teacher, and
in 1819 a young boy named Saleh Sjarif Boestaman was one of
his pupils. In later years this man became one of Indonesia’s
most famous painters: Raden Saleh (1807 or 1811-1880). In
the book "Raden Saleh: The Beginning of Modern Indonesian
Painting" by Werner Kraus (2012), it mentions: “By his own
account Saleh received his first systematic tuition in drawing
from Jannus Theodorus Bik (1796-1875). However the contact

22

between the young Sarib Saleh (as Saleh was called as a child)
and Jannus Theodorus can only have been of short duration”.

After Reinwardt’s journey Dorus settled down permanently
in the Indies. At first he succeeded his brother Adrianus as
Vendumeester (Auctioneer) in Batavia in 1826 after having
been deputy auctioneer for two years. He retired at the age of
40in 1836 and eventually made a fortune as a landowner.

Dorus kept in contact with Professor Reinwardt in later years.
In 1843 he wrote a letter to Reinwardt in which he states why
he had decided not to return to the Netherlands: “Nobody
could have foreseen that we would still be sending each other
letters about 20 years later. Therefore I still hope to see you
again some day. I don’t want to say goodbye forever, although
the plans to return to Europe have not been made yet. The fact
that we (i.e. Dorus and his brother Adrianus) will both have to
leave a large family behind is hampering our freedom of choice.
You know how close my brother and I are and how much we are
attached to our families. Life is so short and we prefer a good
and pleasant family life...”.

Dorus was a great advocate of the abolition of slavery in the
Dutch East Indies. He for example granted freedom to all the
children of his slaves who were born after 1 January 1849,
14 years before slavery was officially ended by the Dutch
government.

It is not clear how Dorus came into possession of the Tanah
Abang estate in 1863 (see Chapter 2 page 40 and Chapter 3
page 61), butit most certainly was the result of his connections
with the Van Riemsdijk family, heirs of the patriarch Willem
Vincent Helvetius van Riemsdijk (1752-1818). After all, in
1848 he married Wilhelmina Reynira Martens (1802-1862),
the widow of Van Riemsdijk’s son Willem Vincent Helvetius
junior (1784-1848), who was a good friend of Dorus.

Besides Tanah Abang, Dorus had also owned the estates
of Pondok Gede and Tjiloear (Ciluar) since 1846, Tjileboet
(Cilebut) since 1863, and Tjisaroea (Cisarua) since 1866. Even
during the last decades of his life, Dorus kept drawing, but
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Page 282: the official wedding photo

of the second daughter of Pieter Albert
de Nijs Bik, Eulalie (Lieke) de Nijs Bik,
with Victor Dersjant. The photo has

been taken at the front of Pieter Albert
de Nijs Bik’s side pavilion on Tanah
Abang Heuvel 140, which he built around
1898 as his 'kantoor’ (office) and official
reception pavilion. This photo was most
likely taken by the photo studio of Charls
& Van Es, which the Bik family used as
their preferred photographers for official
portraits from around 1905 until at least
1930. Most of the people in this photo
could be identified; their names on the
right correspond with the numbers on
the sketch above.

H
2]

Scan this QR code -or follow
the link below- and listen
to an explanation of the
people in this photo by
Jeannette Welmoet (Welly)
van Garderen, grandmother
of the author. The audio isin
Dutch and dates from 1986.

wwuw.lostjakarta.com/
250years_wedding_photo
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Wedding photo 2 February 1911, Tanah Abang Heuvel Batavia:

1. Eulalie (Lieke) de Nijs Nik (1887-1969), bride

2. Victor Dersjant (1884-1945), groom. Victor was First Lieutenant of the
KNIL (Royal Netherlands Indies Army), in 1935 promoted and retired as
Colonel. From 1936 onwards he was Head of the Topografische Dienst
(Topographic Bureau) in Batavia.

3. Albert Butin Bik (1866-1930), uncle of the bride, employee MacLaine,
Watson & Co.

4. Caroline de Nijs Bik (1885-1930), eldest sister of the bride

5. Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (1858-1920), father of the bride

6. Bruinis Dirk Willem Jan van Garderen (1881-1943), brother-in-law of the
bride, husband of [4]

7. Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976), younger sister of the bride

8. Janus Dersjant (1883-unknown), brother of the groom

9. Willem Albert de Nijs Bik (1895-1931), brother of the bride

10. Jeannette Welmoet van Garderen (1905-1991), niece of the bride, eldest
daughter of [4] and [6]

11. Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs Bik - Butin Bik (1865-1912), mother of the bride

: 12. Bernarda Hendrika van Garderen (1909-1990), niece of the bride,

youngest daughter of [4] and [6]
13. Pieter Albert van Garderen (1906-1973), nephew of the bride, son of [4]
and [6]

3 14. Pierre Jean Baptiste de Perez Bik (1890-1954), younger brother of the

bride. Born as De Nijs Bik, but obtained the name De Perez Bikin 1892. De
Perez Bik was the maiden name of Pieter Albert’s mother, and extinct

' 15. Theodorus Eugenius (Dorus) de Nijs Bik (1868-1930), uncle of the bride,

younger brother of [5]. He was an employee on the tea plantation Paroeng
Koeda near Soekaboemi (Sukabumi)

16. Joan Willem Dersjant (1844-1913), father of the groom. Originally from
Benkoelen (Bengkulu); Head of Department of Finance, regional secretary of
Pontianak (Borneo), notary and auctioneer

17. Wilhelmina de Nijs Bik (1893-1981), youngest sister of the bride

18. Leonard Dersjant (1877-1940), brother of the groom and son of [16] and
[23]; was First Lieutenant of the KNIL (Royal Netherlands Indies Army), who
eventually worked his way up in the ranks to Colonel in 1926

19. Ella Friederika Johanna Dersjant-Merten (1890-1989), sister-in-law of the
groom and husband of [18]

20. Bridesmaid, name unknown

21. Lucie Dersjant (1881-1953), sister of the groom

22. Bridesmaid, name unknown; both [20] and [22] are not children of any
of the Dersjant family members in this photo, as mistakenly mentioned by
Welly van Garderen on the audio. They could possibly be granddaughters

of [16] from one of his children from his first marriage, but thereis no
information to confirm this.

23.Jane Dersjant-Bond (1853-1917), mother of the groom and husband of [16]
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Appendix 1. Bik family pictures 1866-1930
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g4 Clockwise from the top left:

- family gathering of Her and Welly
Verbeek Wolthuys with Pierre de Perez
Bik, Wim de Nijs Bik and both their
families at the Bataviaasche Jacht Club
(Yacht Club) in Tandjong Priok in 1927;

- on the same day in 1927 in swimsuits
near the yacht club;

- Her Verbeek Wolthuys in the back
garden of Tanah Abang Heuvel 146 with
son Robbert (Rob) who was born in 1928;
- Caroline van Garderen-de Nijs Bik with
her grandson Rob and Ibu Soentje in
Tanah Abang.

Photos by Pierre de Perez Bik and Her
Verbeek Wolthuys.
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6. Tanah Abang street views 1937-1945

Tanah Abang West 66 (Jalan Abdul Muis 66) @
The offices and showroom of General Electric in Batavia. This elegant

house already appeared on an 1826 map of the city when it was one of only

a handful of houses along Tanah Abang West. [t was a private residence
until 1921 when it became Hotel Pension Victoria and the original roof has
most likely been replaced. This hotel was always popular with newly-arrived
residents who used it on a temporary basis while searching for permanent
housing. The well-known Dutch author F. Springer (1932-2011) stayed at
Hotel Victoria as a toddler when his parents moved to Batavia. When Hotel
Victoria ceased to existin 1936, General Electric moved in. There was a
space at the back of the building where a showroom was set up. After World
War II General Electric moved to Koningsplein Noord, and this building in
Tanah Abang became the offices of the NIRUB (Netherlands Indies Rubber
Fund).

Tanah Abang West 68 (Jalan Abdul Muis 68)
The Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij (BPM), established in 1907,
was a subsidiary of Royal Dutch Shell, and in the Dutch East Indies the
predecessor of Pertamina. At Tanah Abang West 68 it had a small petrol
station on the site of the former majestic home of Mr. Van Houten (see
Chapter 2 page 51) whose house had been demolished. Even on this site in
today’s Jakarta there is still a Pertamina petrol station at number 68. On this
photo the petrol station is partly visible on the right. With the tram track on
the left, we are looking in a southerly direction, all the way to the Ar-Rohah
mosque in the far distance.
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Clockwise from the top left:

- Rob Verbeek Wolthuys (1928-2018) on the back of a tricycle with a friend
and two Indonesian ladies in 1929;

- Rob and his sister Nelly Johanna (Nel) Verbeek Wolthuys (born 1929) in
late 1930 with Sidin, who had worked on the Tanah Abang Heuvel estate
since the late nineteenth century;

- Rob Verbeek Wolthuys in 1928 on the bungur table (see also Chapter 3
page 99) in the back garden of his grandparents’ home at Tanah Abang
Heuvel 146. The table was basically a disc of three fused bungur trees,
which previously grew in the garden but were cut down. The disc was
used as a garden table.

All photos were taken by Her Verbeek Wolthuys.
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2. Tanah Abang: : from camp ground to elite residential quarter 1628-1900

An idyllic and serene atmosphere in Tanah Abang in the 1860s.
This photo, taken by photo studio Woodbury & Page, shows the
Krukut River in a northerly direction, taken from the bridge to
Gang Scott (Jalan Budi Kemuliaan). The road on the left is Tanah
Abang West, on the right Tanah Abang Oost (Jalan Tanah Abang
Timur).

Museum Tekstil, was built by a Frenchman and became the
residence of the Turkish consul from around 1860. When Said
Abdullah Bin Aloei Alatas (1844-1929) bought the house in
1890, the area had already become inhabited by Arab traders
(see Chapter 5 pages 148-149, and Chapter 6 page 196).

Wealthy Chinese merchants first built houses at the Tanah
Abang market itself, however by the late nineteenth century
also started to purchase land north of Tanah Abang Heuvel,
on what is now known as Jalan Fachrudin. This changed the
architectural style of the houses in this area.

44

By the mid nineteenth century Tanah Abang had already
become an elite residential district where the houses along
the main roads were occupied by high ranking government
officials, directors of corporate companies, rich merchants
and private landowners. It also became popular for consulates
to be based in Tanah Abang, mostly in the largest houses in
the district.

It must have been a pleasure to walk along the main road
Weg van Tanna Abang (later Tanah Abang West, and now
Jalan Abdul Muis) and Tanah Abang Oost (sometimes also
called Tanah Abang Stille Zijde, i.e. Quiet Side and now Jalan
Tanah Abang Timur). Old photos and paintings show mostly
empty roads, fully covered by the shade of majestic old trees.
The large houses were away from the road at the end of long
driveways and surrounded by lush gardens, separated from
the road and nearby other houses by classical whitewashed
pillars and fences.

Until gas lighting appeared along the roads in 1862, it must
have been pitch dark at night as well. However even with street
lighting it probably was silent and surreal in the evenings,
with perhaps only the noise of a few passing street sellers, the
smell of their petroleum cooking stoves and surrounded by
the noise of cicadas.

During the annual rainy season, the roads at times were
impassable. The floods of 1872 were one of the most destructive
in Batavia. The river Tjiliwoeng had swollen so much that
even opening of the sluice gates proved insufficient. The
river followed the original loop and flooded the entire lower
part of the city, and in Weltevreden (Jakarta Pusat) the areas
around Rijswijk (Jalan Veteran), Noordwijk (Jalan Juanda)
and Molenvliet (Jalan Gajah Mada, Jalan Hayam Wuruk) were
affected. Even Tanah Abang was not spared. The northern
section of Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) was entirely
flooded, including the Petodjo (Petojo) kampung and the
Tanah Abang cemetery. When the water had subsided most
of Tanah Abang was covered in a thick layer of mud (see page
53).
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@ Thomasweg (Jalan Tanah Abang 5)
The corner of Tanah Abang West and Thomasweg. This small side street
used to be called Gang Thomas and had already obtained its name back

in the 1860s when it was still a narrow road leading to one of the many
Kebon Jahe kampungs in Tanah Abang. The famous historian P.C. Bloys
van Treslong Prins asked in the Bataviaasch Nieuwsblad of 23 June 1938

if any readers knew the origin of the name "Thomas' but as far as we know
this mystery has remained unsolved. Together with a number of other gang
in Batavia it received the status of 'road’ in 1933. On the left the building of
Chinese firm Tan Tat Hin, which traded in various consumer goods from
medicines to cigarettes. At the front is a tanker of the Koloniale Petroleum
Verkoop Maatschappij N.V. The street seller on the right, behind the street
lantern, sells es lilin (ice lollies) of the Vita Lina brand, as we can read on the
sign above his cart.

Firma TAN TAT HIN
BATAVIA.CENTRUM
HOENMANER
Dit s Uie i voors ssunﬂ_ﬁ‘ﬂ_t] nouy
SR ety voa TJOENG JONG
VRIESKAMERART, TANAN ABANG WEST h:74
VERSCHE WAAR on PRIMA KWALITEIT E BATAVIA-CENTRUN
Wewmt eons proef em ‘U anlt ook onen elizul wijo !
® Tanah Abang West 74-80 (Jalan Abdul Muis 74-80)

We have reached the southern end of Tanah Abang West where there is

an increased concentration of Chinese shops and small businesses. On the
right at number 74 is shoemaker Jong Poet Moij which sells the Tjoen Jong
shoe brand. To the left at number 76 is a store selling jamu (health tonics)
of the Djago and Aesculaap brands, as well as coffee. Number 78, with

the lovely ornaments on the roof, houses two shops, but was probably run
by the same owner: a tailor named Hoa Niong, and Chinese laundry and
dyer business Inggris (which is Malay/Indonesian for 'English’). The roof
ornaments are still present above today’s shop at Jalan Abdul Muis 78 (see
Chapter 8 page 257). Left of number 78, under the sign Inggris is a street
sign pointing to Gang Samping (now Jalan Kebon Jahe 1), a small side street,
which runs from in between numbers 78 and 80 to the west. To the left of
this gang, at number 80, is a shop selling 'provisién en dranken’ (provisions
and beverages) called Toen Dji Hin.
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Tanah Abang West/ | |
Jalan Abdul Muis | |
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A map of Batavia from between 1874 and 1878. In the north is the old town of
Batavia. In the south the large square is Koningsplein. The two are connected
via the three kilometre long Molenvliet canal. The detailed section shows the
northern part of the Tanah Abang district. The numbers correspond with the
locations of the respective photos on pages 46-59.

COLLECTION: NL-HANA, KOLONIEN/KAARTEN EN TEKENINGEN, 4.MIKO,

INV.NR. 112
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HICS: SVEN VERBEEK WOLTHUYS
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6. Tanah Abang street views 1937-1945

Flat Hotel Tanah Abang

For visitors or short term residents
who did not want to stay in one of the
major hotels, there was the option to
rent furnished apartments in Tanah
Abang, for a short or longer term.

Dutch architect J.F.L. Blankenberg
(1888-1958) designed this complex
which was situated just to the left of
the bridge to Tanah Abang Oost.

The apartment complex was opened
in August 1923, and apart from
furnished apartments it also had
service flats on offer, which were
cleaned regularly and with the
option of ordering meals three times
a day.

From the opening onwards the
complex was known as apartments
of the Maatschappij Weltevreden
(the company that exploited the
flat building). The name Flat Hotel
Tanah Abang was given around 1937,
but this did not change the service
offerings.

The Tanah Abang apartments
were still present and in use until
approximately the mid 1950s. It is not
known when they were demolished.

)
GEBOUW
TANAH ABANG Q0ST
B1—55
HOTEL EXPLOITATIE
Telefoon 787 Welt.

Gnmshg gelegen, riant uit-

zicht op park en hoofdweg.
Onze speciale FLAT-SERVICE wordl
algemeen geroemd.

AUG. HOOGVELD
Manager
levens Restaurafeur Kali-Besar Club

From Nieuws vd Dag voor Ned Indig, 5 June 1935.

Side view of the Flat Hotel Tanah Abang apartment complex.
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MENI

Menu of Wim and Caroline's
25th wedding anniversary
dinner at Tanah Abang Heuvel
146 on 29 May 1929. The food
was probably catered by Stam
& Weyns, who still operated in
Batavia at the time. They also
catered the wedding dinner
in 1904. Three days before this
dinner, Wim and Caroline
organised a party in the
ballroom of the Dierentuin
(Zoo) where they watched

a Fox movie with a large
group of family, friends and
business clients. Sandwiches
and salads were catered by
the patissier Brasz on Gang
Chaulan (Jalan Hasyim
Ashari).
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Anniversary photo 25 May 1929, Tanah Abang Heuvel Batavia:

1. Caroline de Nijs Bik (1885-1930)

2. Bruinis Dirk Willem Jan van Garderen (1881-1943)

3. Wijnand Willem Butin Bik (1868-1938), uncle of [1]

4.Jeannette Welmoet (Welly) van Garderen (1905-1991), daughter of [1]
and [2]

5. Hermanus Johannes (Her) Verbeek Wolthuys (1900-1974), husband of
[4]

6. Bernarda Hendrika (Benny) van Garderen (1909-1990), daughter of [1]
and [2]

7. Eulalie (Lieke) Dersjant-de Nijs Bik (1887-1969), sister of [1]

8. Victor Dersjant (1884-1945), husband of [7]

9. Joan Willem (Wim) Dersjant (1913-2007), son of [7] and [8]

10. Jeannette Rosalie (Zus) Dersjant (1915-1997), daughter of [7] and [8]
11. Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976), sister of [1]

12. Dirk Hendrik Dull (1888-1962), husband of [11]

13. Carel Willem Dull (1919-1981), son of [11] and [12]

14. Wolterus (Kik) Dull (1917-1944), son of [11] and [12]

15. Willem Albert de Nijs Bik (1895-1931), uncle of the bride, brother of [3]
16. Jeanne Henriette de Nijs Bik-de Vries (1901-1989), wife of [11]

17. Frederik Hendrik (Ekie) Elbers (1884-1940), owner of rubber plantation
Tjikandi Ilir, see Chapter 7 pages 221-223

18. Marguerite Leonie (Guusje) Schoppel-Bik (1879-1934), who also
appeared in the 1904 wedding photo on page 278

19. Pay Thaysen Elfring (1891-1945), who would succeed Wim van
Garderen as Director of the NILLMIJ in Batavia in 1935. He sadly passed
away in a Japanese internment camp in Batavia on 13 July 1945, just a
month before the end of World War II.

20. Betsy Elfring-Willems (dates unknown), wife of [19]

21. Mr. C.A. Weyhenke (dates unknown), good friend of Welly and Her
22. Dirk Mersen Senn van Basel (1863-1929), who would pass away on 13
October 1929.

23. Mr. Augustein (dates unknown)

24. Nol, good friend of [6]

26. Hermen Grondijs (1885-1959)

27. Diana Grondijs-Griinberg (unknown-1958)

28. Marie Cornelia (Mies) Elbers-Verburgt (1885-1982), wife of [17]

30. Gretel Schoppel (dates unknown), daughter of [18], good friend of [6]
31. Greet de Lange (dates unknown), good friend of [6]

32. Frieda Schoppel (dates unknown), daughter of [18], good friend of [6]
33. Auguste Olga Weyhenke-Rusche (unknown-1933), wife of [18]

Page 294: the anniversary dinner photo by Charls & Van Es at the back
gallery of Tanah Abang Heuvel 146.
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2. Tanah Abang: : from camp ground to elite residential quarter 1628-1900

Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) @
Looking north in the 1860s in a Woodbury & Page photo, with the bridge at the front leading to Gang Scott. The delman on the left and the stray dog provide a

sharp contrast to today’s six lane congested traffic on this road. The two fence pillars beyond the delman and the ones further to the north mark the entrance and
exit of the driveway leading to the house which in later years would belong to Mr. Van Houten (see page 51). Right of the river is Tanah Abang O
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MAATSCHAPPIJ ,WELTEVREDEN

Appartementen

Service Flats.
Tanah Abang Oost 51/55, Telefoon Well. 737.

VERHUURT:

GEMEUBILEERDE APPARTEMENTEN MET GEHEEL OF GEDEELTELIJK PENSION

Prijzen gemeubileerde appartementen vanaf f 110.—

tot Prijzen maaltijden:

f 240. - p.m. (waterverbruik en tweemaal per week ver- ontbijt { 25— p.p. en p.m. lunch 45— p.p. en p.m.
wisselen van linnengoed inbegrepen) diner f45— p.p. en p.m.
Minimum huurtijd drie maanden

volledig pension f 110— per persoon en per maand

An early advertisement of the apartment complex of the Maatschappij Weltevreden, published two page wide in the Batavia 1927 Yearbook. The standard
apartments had a front gallery, a living room of 6 x 4.6 meters, a bedroom of 5.3 x4 meters, a back gallery, a bathroom and a toilet. The options were to rent it
unfurnished, furnished without service and pension/hotel facilities, or furnished with service and pension/hotel facilities. The unfurnished option was 110
guilders per month in 1927, the all inclusive package 240 guilders per month. Meal prices varied between 25 and 45 guilders per person per month. By the late
1930s discounts were offered regularly as a result of the global financial crisis. The apartments were particularly popular with young couples without children as
well as with bachelors.
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Appendix2 The Bik family in the West Java mountains

to people who suffered from the heat and humidity in

the capital at sea level. It was widely known that the
climate in Batavia had a negative influence on the health of
newcomers from Europe especially. Newspaper Nieuws van
den Dag voor Nederlandsch-Indié described the appeal of the
nearby mountains in an article in 1882: “A prolonged stay in
the hot low lands of Java commonly has an adverse impact on a
European, however if he temporarily moves to cooler mountain
areas it is there he experiences recovery. Many a European
has saved himself a trip to Europe by a well-timed retreat to a
mountainous area and regained his damaged energy levels. We
have always been of the opinion that if many Europeans, who
are forced to live along the coast, would annually travel to the
mountains for a few weeks of holidaying they could thus extend
their lives’.

T he mountains south of Batavia always had a great appeal

It was Governor-General Van Imhoff (1705-1750) who had
built a country house in Tjipanas (Cipanas) in 1744, which
became the mountain retreat for subsequent Governors-
General, and as Istana Cipanas (Cipanas Palace) it is now
one of the official palaces of the Indonesian President (see
pages 306-307). The late Dr. Ploem created the well-known
‘Gezondheidsetablissement’ (Wellness Center) in nearby
Sindanglaja (Sindanglaya) in 1865. Travelling to these places
was a hazardous adventure in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, especially before the ‘Groote Postweg’ (Great
Post Road) was constructed. This east-west connection was
established as a military road during the time of Governor-
General Daendels (1808-1811). Before this road existed, and
also well before the wellness center, the highlands between
Buitenzorg and Tjiandjoer (Cianjur) had nothing more than
a footpath.

An article in the Java Bode of 6 June 1889 describes the harsh
transporting conditions for sick patients to the first hospital
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Sindanglaja Poentjuk

Close up of an F.B. Smits postcard from around 1900 showing
the Poentjak Pass, with the dome at the back which was used as
an outlook. The sign says “Grens Buitenzorg Tjiandjoer” (Border
Bogor-Cianjur). The pass was the administrative border between
these districts in West Java. The fence was set up for quarantaine
purposes, as a result of the recurrent cattle plague. People who
wanted to pass had to be disinfected.

in Tjipanas which was established by a certain Mr. Hofhout.
In 1758 he was sent to the mountain town with 30 sick
patients from Batavia. It took them six days (!) to reach their
destination, and most challenging was the Poentjak (Puncak)
crossing: “The sufferers were strapped to a mattress on top of
a karbouw (buffalo) and thus carried over the steep Poentjak
until the terrain was of such a condition they could continue by
tandoe (sedan chair)’.
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Tanah Abang Oost (Jalan Tanah Abang Timur) @
The east bank of the Krukut River, looking south, taken in the 1860s by Woodbury & Page. The gerobak on the right contains turf. On the left a few street sellers

who patiently stand still until the photographer has done his work. Any movement would have caused a blur on the picture as nineteenth century photography
required long shutter times, even during daylight. Left of the street lantern on the left side of the road is the house of David Pryce (see page 50).
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6. Tanah Abang street views 1937-1945

Tanah Abang Oost (Jalan Tanah Abang Timur) @
View from the bridge between Tanah Abang West and Tanah Abang Oost, looking south, with a small park on the right. The sign in front of the tree says
“Don’t walk on the grass” in Dutch and Malay/Indonesian. There is a lot of activity going on along the street with street sellers and their wares.
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Appendix 2. The Bik family in the West Java mountains
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A 1924 map showing the West Java mountain area southeast of Buitenzorg, with the Bik family
coffee and tea plantations Tjisaroea Noord (Cisarua North) and Tjisaroea Zuid (Cisarua South)
marked, as well as the De Nijs Bik-Butin Bik holiday home Mea Vota. This house was just 150 meters
south of the residence of the Governor-General (now Istana Cipanas). Tjipanas was around 90
kilometers from Tanah Abang in Batavia. On this map the sightseeing activities and attractions in
the area are also marked.
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Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis)
An 1860s view from the bridge to Gang Scott, lookmg south ona Wuodbmy & Page photo Iust behind the ovmhdngmg tree in the dista
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@ Tanah Abang Oost ice cream shop
The well-known icecream shop along Tanah Abang Oost, close to the
bridge, in between the street and the Krukut canal. The icecream shop

not only sold frozen products, but functioned as a mini convenience store,
selling all kinds of refreshments, and even stamps, cigars and cigarettes.
The owner usually slept in the shop overnight. This photo, at a location
which many former Tanah Abang residents have lovely memories of, has
been taken by Frits van Exter (see pages 166-167) around 1940. The house

at the back, just to the left of the small shed, is in today’s Jakarta the only
original residential house left along this street (see Chapter 8 page 256). This
house with the characteristic ornamental roof has house number 59 (now
Jalan Tanah Abang Timur 3) and is of the same design as the house on the
right at number 61, although this house no longer exists.

A postcard
showing the
house at Tanah
Abang Oost 73
when itwas the
Italian consulate,
before 1934.

@ Tanah Abang Oost 73 (Jalan Tanah Abang Timur 11)
The small side street on the leftis Tanah Abang Oost Binnen (Jalan

Tanah Abang Timur Dalam), a shortcut to Koningsplein. The house
immediately to the right was the Italian consulate of Batavia until 1934
when it moved to its much larger and grander premises at the Burgemeester
Bisschopplein (Taman Suropati) in Menteng. This house replaced the
nineteenth century two-storey estate of David Pryce (see Chapter 2 page
50). The design is again very similar to the residences on Tanah Abang Oost
59 and 61 (see Chapter 8 page 256). The man with the cart and the piles of
sand in front of this residence indicates some landscape renovations. This
house still exists today as a branch of Bank Mandiri and Mandiri University,
but almost unrecognizably altered.
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Surgeon Jan de Putt wrote in 1761 that the trip between
Tjisaroea and Tjipanas was so brutal that patients’ legs
were bruised by stones, old trees and thorn bushes. Despite
these hardships the area was praised for its health-giving
atmosphere, hot springs, the pleasant cool climate and
relaxation.

In the second half of the nineteenth century and first half of
the twentieth century temperatures in Poentjak and around
Tjipanas were lower than they are today, possibly due to a
much lower population, the absence of pollution and climate
change, and the abundance of forests in the mountains at
the time. Various newspapers at the time mention daytime
temperatures of between 21C and 25C (now mostly 24-28C),
and night-time temperatures dropping to between 12C and
15C (now 15-19C). The abovementioned Java Bode of 1889
writes: “Despite the healthiness of the region, newcomers should
take special measures to avoid catching a cold. The transition
for coastal residents to a cool climate happens so instantly,
and the circumstances they find themselves in are so entirely
different compared to lower areas. The first evenings after
arrival will be experienced as cold. One will make use of the
blankets provided, however one slowly gets used to the lower
temperatures and starts to wear light clothing. However, here
lies the risk of getting sick. The temperature of the outside air
can instantly lower a few degrees, due to an emerging breeze or
descending clouds and one should be wary of such transitions.
It could well be that lighter clothing needs to be exchanged for
warmer apparel a few times a day’.

The Bik family has a long history in the mountains. Jannus
Theodorus Bik (1796-1875) acquired atea and coffee plantation
in Tjisaroea in 1866 and these plantations were in the Bik
and the related Keuchenius families until after Indonesia’s
independence (see pages 314-317). Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik
(1858-1920) built a house a stone’s throw from the Governor-
General's residence in Tjipanas in the 1890s. He called it ‘Mea
Vota' (My Wishes) and this became the favourite weekend
and holiday destination for many Bik family members until it
was sold in 1948 to the Catholic church. It still exists today as
the Gereja Katolik Santa Maria Para Malaikat. The house has
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A convoy of cars of the De Nijs Bik and Van Garderen family
on their way from Batavia to their holiday home Mea Vota in
Sindanglaja. The photo is from March 1926 and taken by Her
Verbeek Wolthuys.

been slighly modified and most ornaments no longer exist,
but many of the lovely stained glass windows and doors inside
are still there (see pages 302-303).

For most members of the De Nijs Bik and Butin Bik family
their stay in the mountains was mainly used to relax and
take a break from the heat and humidity of Batavia. They
spent their time walking in the area, which was refreshing
compared to walking in the capital. Browsing through the
family photo albums of the early twentieth century shows
happy and idyllic times and the mountainous area was not so
densely populated as it is now. Many trips and activities in the
area were undertaken too.

The town of Patjet (Pacet), named after a local type of leech
(bloodsucker), was well-known for its Saturday market
which sold locally grown vegetables like cabbages, leeks and
potatoes.

Straight in front of the Governor-General’s residence in
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Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) @
The Woodbury & Page photographer stands approximately in the same position on Tanah Abang West as in the photo on page 46, however we are now looking
south and see the same shops and mosque in the distance as in the picture on the opposite page. On the right is a general store that sells food and timber, and there
are some beautiful petroleum stoves outside. The mosque, although renovated a few times, still stands today and is called Ar-Rohah (see Chapter 8 page 258).
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174

Scottweg 25 | Boedi Kemoeliaan (Rumah Sakit Budi Kemuliaan) @
The Indonesian words ‘Budi Kemuliaan’ mean ‘mind of glory’.

In Batavia the name is synonymous with the famous educational institution
for midwives and hospital for women and babies. The Budi Kemuliaan
foundation was established in 1912, inspired by the book “Door Duisternis
Tot Licht” (Through Darkness to Light) edited by J.H. Abendanon. This

1911 book s a collection of letters written by Raden Adjeng Kartini (1879-
1904) sent to her friends in the Netherlands. The school annex hospital

was established in 1918 along the Hospitaalweg Noord (now Jalan Abdul
Rahman Saleh), close to Pejambon. In May 1935 the new and much

larger premises on the corner of Tanah Abang Oost and Scottweg (Jalan
Budi Kemuliaan) were opened on the site where in the past the theatre
‘Diligentia’ was situated. In 1935 this was one of the most modern hospitals
of the city, and also included a boarding school for midwives. It still exists
today, with the same function, and the name ‘Boedi Kemoeliaan’ is still
there on the front of the main building.

——————————
‘Beschermt U tegen luchtaanvallen

Onze bekende .
Luchtbeschermings B E T O N - blokke
zijn wederom UIT VOORRAAD LEVERBAAR

De ideale bescherming bij luchtaanvallen
Vraagt prijsopgave bij:

N. V. Handel Mij. vvh DE BAS & Co.

Tanah-Abang Oost 87 - Tell. WL 505 en 568
e A e e T T I
Tanah Abang Oost 87 (Jalan Tanah Abang Timur 87) @

There used to be a large country house in the nineteenth century

between Gang Scott and Kebon Sirih. This house and its outbuildings had
become commercial premises during the 1890s. Already in 1904 there was
a newspaper advertisement of the firm B. de Bas & Co, which imported all
kinds of lamp and machine oils, gasoline and beverages. In the 1920s the
firm then became N.V. Handel Maatschappij formerly De Bas & Co and
specialized in concrete and cement tiles. It survived until World War II but
did not return afterwards. The above newspaper advertisement from early
1942 advertises concrete blocks for air protection as "the ideal protection
against air strikes”. It is an obvious indication of the threat of the coming
war.
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View of the Poentjak Pass on a rare color photo from 1938. The large
building was a hotel and restaurant known as ‘Wapen van Zeeland’
and existed since 1928. The adjacent bungalows were rented out
for short stays. The owner Mr. Colijn emigrated to Australia in 1953
and sold the hotel. Since then it has been known as the Puncak
Pass Hotel and still exists as such today. The photographer is not
known.

Tjipanas is Gunung Kasur, a 1,100 meter hilltop, popular
for early morning walks. It was also known as Ontbijtberg
(Breakfast Mountain). Often itis explained that this name was
given to it by Governor-General Willem Rooseboom (1899-
1904), who indeed frequently walked to the hilltop with his
family on Sunday mornings with a picnic breakfast. However
a newspaper in 1895 had already mentioned the name
Ontbijtberg, explaining it obtained its name from walkers of
the wellness center who also visited the hilltop with a packed
breakfast. From the summit there are spectacular views of the
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Gede and Pangrango mountains with the palace in the valley
below.

On the slopes of Mount Gede are the Botanical Gardens of
Tjibodas (Kebun Raya Cibodas). The gardens were founded in
1852 by Dutch botanist Johannes Elias Teijsmann and setup as
abranch of the Botanical Gardens of Buitenzorg (Kebun Raya
Bogor). The 85 hectare gardens were built at a high altitude
of between 1,300 and 1,425 meters above sea level, allowing
the growth of subtropical plants. The gardens are the first
place where Cinchona trees were grown for the production
of quinine to fight malaria. The trees were originally brought
to Java by Justus Carl Hasskarl from South America and
successful experiments in the gardens were carried out.
Plants which are exotic to Indonesia, such as eucalyptus from
Australia and conifers from Europe, were also cultivated in
the area.

A popular activity for the fittest was the climb to the summit
of the Gede and Pangrango volcanoes. From the Tjibodas
Botanical Gardens it was a short walk to the Tjibeureum
(Cibeureum) waterfall. From there a two and a half hour hike
took the climbers to Kandang Badak (Rhinoceros Cage), a hut
on the saddle between the twin volcanoes. This alpine hut
was often used as a camp shelter for the night before the last
stretch to the summit of Pangrango, which took another one
and a halfhours. An account from a hike, described in a series
of articles in the Java Bode of June 1889 called Brieven uit
Sindanglaja (Letters from Sindanglaya), mentions that during
clear nights in the month of August the water on the summit
could freeze, something that is less common more than a
century later. From the Pangrango summit (3,019 meters), it
was an hour's walk to the crater of Mount Gede (2,958 meters).
The hike from the waterfall to the summit is described in 1889
as one with “a wealth of vegetation with orchids growing on the
moist trees, and an abundance of wild strawberries, raspberries
and bananas.”

Close to the Poentjak Pass in the midst of the surrounding
Gunung Mas tea plantation is Telaga Warna, a circular lake
enclosed by steep crater walls. Telaga Warna is Indonesian
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David Pryce’s house

David Tannatt Pryce (1815-1892) arrived
on the island of Java in September 1839.
He first worked for John Pryce & Co, a
company set up by his younger brother
John and brother-in-law Willem van
der Hucht. Later he was the business
partner of the English trading company
Adam & Co in Batavia. A third brother
Thomas Pryce, eventually also arrived
in the Indies and made a fortune as a
landowner, thanks to his marriage to
one of the daughters of the wealthy Van
Motman family. This family owned the
mansion in Tanah Abang which in later
years became known as the De Riemer
country house (see pages 56-57).

David Pryce’s house on Tanah Abang Oost (top left), and Karel Holle (left bottom) at the back. Holle (1829-
1896) was a family friend of the Pryce’s, connected via his mother who was a Van der Hucht. Karel Holle
would become a well-known entrepreneur and publicist, who was fluent in Sundanese, studied the Koran
and old Javanese literature. The other two photos show the view from the front garden, with (left) the house
on Tanah Abang West that in later years would become Mr. van Houten’s residence (see opposite page),

and (right) the house which would become Hotel Pension Victoria in the 1920s, and the General Electric
headquarters in the 1930s (see Chapter 6 page 168). @
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G Tanah Abang
Heuvel
(Jalan Fachrudin)
Tanah Abang Heuvel
is a modest elevation
of 50 meters above ‘
sea level. The stretch -
of road between the .
turnoff to Kebon
Sirih, Djati Baroe and
Pasar Tanah Abang
has a noticeable
incline. In 1941 this
was still very much a
residential area with
mostly large houses g8
with an interesting \) -
variety of architecture. \ -~
As itwas close to the o
Tanah Abang market \ b, -
most of the well-to-do s S8
Chinese merchants @
and landowners had a
house along the Tanah
Abang Heuvel road.
The large building
towards the bottom I
right of the picture ’
is the Ati Soetji (Hati
Suci) school for Zinr o
Chinese girls along pudat
the Ati Soetjiweg (see § T
Chapter 5 page 145).
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The winding road and holiday bungalows near the Poentjak in a
rare colour photo from 1938. The photographer is unknown.

for ‘colourful lake’. It featured prominently in Hella Haasse’s
debut novel Oeroeg (1948): “Strangely enough, the lake also
gave the impression of being illuminated by the moon in broad
daylight. The light that penetrated the surface of the water from
between the mountain tops and overhanging tree crowns was
golden green as if filtered through shattered glass of church
windows. I saw the floating plants, the circles and ripples
on the water where Oeroeg’s father had disappeared into the
depths. The complete silence of the afternoon prevailed in the
surrounding forest”.

According to the series of articles in the Java Bode of June
1889, at that time there were still rhinosin the vicinity of Telaga
Warna. The areaalso had areservoir called Meer van Tjisaroea
(Tjisaroea Lake). It was located next to Hotel Sindanglaja and
the mainroad between Poentjak and Tjiandjoer functioned as
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Wim van
Garderen,

his daughter
Benny (right)
and friend
Greet de
Lange (left)
walking from
their Mea Vota
holiday home
to the town of
Sindanglaja
in 1928. Itis
not known
who took this
photograph.

adam during Daendels’ construction of the Great Post Road to
collect the water of the Tjiwalen river. The lake measured 450
by 100 meters and was between 25 and 40 meters deep. It was
popular for swimming, rowing, canoeing and fishing. Due to
a combination of neglect and high water levels as a result of
floods the road became saturated and in the late evening of 10
March 1931 a landslide caused the dam to burst and 100,000
ma3 of water flowed into the ravine. As it happened at night
miraculously there was only one casualty, an eight-year-
old resident of a kampung in the valley, who unfortunately
drowned. There were no cars or people on the 80 meter long
road whenit collapsed. As aresult the mainroad was closed for
several months, and traffic between Buitenzorg and Tjipanas
had to be re-routed via Soekaboemi. Since then a new road
was constructed around the former lake and today the road
still follows the shape of the former lake.
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Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) e
The residence of Mr. G. van Houten and his family. This typical nineteenth century house with an elevated white columned verandah had elegant staircases on
both sides. Van Houten was director of the Burgerlijke Openbare Werken (Public Works) from 1892 till 1898. This photo, taken by photo studio Tan Tjie Lan, most
likely dates from the late 1890s. This site became the headquarters of the Dordtsche Petroleum Maatschappij (DPM), later Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij
(BPM), including a petrol station. Even today there is still a petrol station at the site, but this house had already been demolished around 1938.
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[ o . == : ! Sa %
Intersection Kebon Sirih / Djati Baroe (Jalan Kebon Sirih / Jalan Jatibaru) Q
One of the busiest crossings in Tanah Abang today, however we only see commuters on bicycles, and the odd cart in the distance in this 1941 photo. We are

looking in a southerly direction from the end of Tanah Abang West. The bridge on the left is the start of Kebon Sirih, to the right Djati Baroe, and the straight road
continues as Tanah Abang Heuvel towards Pasar Tanah Abang. Prominent in this picture a new 'booglamp' (arc lamp) which had replaced the nineteenth century
gas lanterns. These lamps were placed at a distance of 40 meters from each other and the light intensity dimmed by 50% each night from 11pm onwards.
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The house of American consul Martinus Petrus Pels on Tanah Abang Oost. It House of Robert Piele Tolson on Tanah Abang Oost. This is also a photo from
was next to the house in the picture below. This Woodbury & Page photo from the Specht Grijp albums, taken by Woodbury & Page between 1863 and 1866.
between 1863 and 1866 is from the so-called Specht Grijp albums. @ The location of this house along this road could not be verified.

House on Tanah Abang Oost, photographed by Woodbury & Page in 1866. A household of bachelors at the back of a home in Tanah Abang between 1870
The initials of the owner are S.H.W. This residence was exactly opposite the and 1880. On the table are two crystal flasks containing gin or brandy, and
entrance to the De Riemer estate. (See pages 56-57). 0 bitters. In the hanging hoop on the left is a sulphur-crested white cockatoo.

52





OEBPS/images/0_Page_169.jpg
250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

e Tanah Abang Heuvel 89 (Jalan Fachrudin 1)
This house on the corner of Kebon Sirih and Tanah Abang Heuvel
already appeared on an 1826 map of Batavia. At the time it had two
impressive curved side wings, which had already been demolished by the
1870s when it was occupied by the Lohr family. It was still a large estate

in 1941, stretching at the back all the way to the Ati Soetjiweg with eight
pavilion buildings. We see a classic nineteenth century Indies style house
with an overhanging roof, to protect against the heat. Through the opening
and the fences on the side we have a view into the courtyard and pavilions
at the back. When this picture was taken Mr. C. Jongelie lived in this house.
This site is now occupied by the 15+ storey Millennium Hotel.

Tanah Abang Heuvel 95 (Jalan Fachrudin 9)

This is only one of two houses in this street that are still present today in
their original state, and this is the only one still in use as private residence.
A modern home from the 1920s with beautiful stained glass windows. Today
itis owned by the MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) Missionaries, who
also run a guesthouse at the site for visitors passing through Jakarta (see
Chapter 8 page 259). In 1941 when this picture was taken, the house was
owned by Mr. Tan Tjhan Poewa, who was the director of a company in hasil
boemi (agricultural crops) and batik making under the brand Goan Hoat.
Tram line 4 from Pasar Tanah Abang to Harmonie passed in front of this
house. We can see the tram tracks close to the front fence.
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De Overstrooming te Batavia van 24 tot 27 Januarj 1872. >
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Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) 0

A dramatic picture of the banjir (flood) of 1872. This photo with the title “The flood in Batavia from 24 to 27 January 1872” has been taken on the road Tanah Abang
West, looking south, just before the turnoff to Kerkhoflaan (Jalan Tanah Abang 1). During these floods most likely parts or all of the Tanah Abang cemetery (Taman
Prasasti) were flooded too. The cemetery is around 200 meters to the right of this picture. The photo was taken by a photographer of the studio of Petz & Co.
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o This picture from 1908 was taken by an anonymous photographer on the same
occasion as the casual morning scene on Tanah Abang Heuvel in Chapter

3 page 73, and on the front page of this book. Landlord Pieter Albert de Nijs

1 Bik with batik pants sitting on the ‘schabelleke’ (a tiled terrace with wrought
iron table and chairs) at the side of his house at Tanah Abang Heuvel 140. The

~ little boy is his grandson Pieter Albert (Piet) van Garderen (1906-1973). The

. man on the left is Mr. H. Jelgerhuis Swildens (1869-1936) who rented a two-

. storey house on the estate from De Nijs Bik between 1907 and 1913. Jelgerhuis
Swildens at the time was a member of the Raad van Justitie (Council of Justice)
i in Batavia, member of the Batavia City Council and would eventually become
President of the Hooggerechtshof (Supreme Court) in 1919. Between the men is
® De Nijs Bik’s daughter Eulalie de Nijs Bik (1887-1969) and on the right his other
daughter Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976). Behind the lush green trees at the back
lies Kampung Tanah Rendah.

T
s

A late afternoon picture on the steps of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s side pavilion

on Tanah Abang Heuvel 140, most likely taken early 1912. Sitting on the chair at

the back is Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs Bik-Butin Bik (1865-1912). The wife of Pieter
Albert became ill around this time. Jeannette suffered from kidney stones and in
the last months of her life also became blind. She passed away in December 1912,
only 47 years old. A picture of her funeral can be seen in Chapter 4 page 121, and
her tombstone can still be found at today’s Taman Prasasti in Tanah Abang. Sitting
half on her lap is her youngest daughter Wilhelmina (Willy) de Nijs Bik (1893-1981).
Sitting in front from left to right Albert Butin Bik (1866-1930) who was Jeannette’s
brother, Willem Albert (Wim) de Nijs Bik (1895-1931) and the lady on the right could
possibly be Albert’s fiancee Maria Louise Balfour van Burleigh. They would marry
in 1913. Albert's first wife Rosalia Suzanna Butin Bik had passed away in 1910. The
children standing on the right are Jeannette’s grandchildren Jeannette Welmoet
(Welly) van Garderen (1905-1991) and Pieter Albert (Piet) van Garderen (1906-1973).
They lived in the house on the other side of the Tanah Abang Heuvel estate (number
146) and often popped over to their grandparents' home at the end of the day. This
was also the time of the day when the women started to wear Japanese kimonos as
we can see in this photo, which was taken by an unknown photographer.

"
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business district
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northern end of Tanah
Abang West (Jalan
Abdul Muis). The
empty area on the
right with the diagonal
walking paths is the
Helbach Park on the
northwestern side of
Koningsplein (Medan
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Rijswijkstraat (Jalan

| Majapahit) and the

turnoff to Kerkhoflaan
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1), the street Tanah
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Rens, Goodyear and
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office of Lever’s Soap
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which opened in
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Kebon Jahe cemetery
(now Taman Prasasti).
Tanah Abang’s
residential area started
south of the turnoff to
Kerkhoflaan.
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Van Riebeeck’s house on Tanah Abang Heuvel (Tanah Abang Bukit). Drawing by an unknown artist from between 1711 and 1713, pictured in F. de Haan’s book

Priangan.
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° Tanah Abang West 6 (Jalan Abdul Muis 6)
Until 1942 this building housed Ruhaak & Co, a machine and assembly
trading business. They did not return after the war, and by 1946 it was
occupied by Welfare. This was a coordinated initiative by the KNIL (Royal
Netherlands Indies Army) and assisted “fo keep the military physically and
mentally fit”. It organised sports events, theatre and other leisure activities.
The NIWA (Netherlands Indies Welfare Artists) was part of Welfare as well,
and had offices and a hotel at Tanah Abang Heuvel, see Chapter 8, pages
234-235. A car of NIRUB (Netherlands Indies Rubber Fund) is parked in
front of the Welfare building. Partly visible at the left are the offices of the
trading company Goote & Scholtz at number 8.

@ Tanah Abang West 10 (Jalan Abdul Muis 10)
The beautiful premises of the Lettergieterij Amsterdam (before:

Tetterode) with all its personnel outside at the front. A unique picture taken
in 1941 to commemorate the Grafische Tentoonstelling (Graphic Exhibition)
that took place at that time. Tetterode was a well-known graphic trading
company, originally established in Amsterdam by Nicolaas Tetterode (1816-
1894). It created many influential graphic designs and fonts, for example
some variants on Bodoni and Garamond. This office has sadly been
demolished, although the building that replaced it features a similar front
facade.
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The Van Garderen-De Nijs Bik family gathers around the Christmas tree in 1925 at the home of Caroline de Nijs Bik and Wim van Garderen. It was the first
Christmas in Batavia for Her Verbeek Wolthuys, at the left with his fiancee Welly van Garderen. Sitting in front of the tree are Benny van Garderen and Did de Jong,
who probably was a family friend from the Netherlands. The candles on the Christmas tree were already electrically operated in 1925. Photo by Charls & Van Es.

284






OEBPS/images/0_Page_031.jpg
250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

De Sousa sold a piece of his land to Abraham van Riebeeck
in 1705 for 600 Rijksdaalders, and this land was described as
“a piece of pasture and sowing land, called Tanabang’. This
was a fraction of the original land, but still included the area
fromPasar Tanah Abang in the south till Rijswijkstraat (Jalan
Majapahit) and Koningsplein Zuid (Jalan Medan Merdeka
Selatan) in the north.

Abraham van Riebeeck (1653-1713) was Governor-General
of the Dutch East Indies from 1709 till his death. He was the
son of Jan van Riebeeck, the Commander of the Dutch Cape
Colony (South Africa). Van Riebeeck soon acquired some
more land in Tanah Abang. In 1706 he bought two lots along
the Krukut River, “mostly wooded with thorns”. Soon after
he purchased even more land to enlarge his Tanah Abang
possessions. It was Van Riebeeck who had built the first brick
house on Tanah Abang Heuvel, adjacent to the pasar (market),
basically the same site as where the original bamboo sugar
cane mill of Phoa Bingam was located. A certain Cornelis de
Bruin witnessed the construction of Van Riebeeck’s house
in 1706 and described it as follows: “The land varied between
red earth, lowlands and heights; there were some hills in the
area, sawahs (rice fields) and all kinds of fruit and other trees,
although it was not fully developed, hence there was daily labor
going on. Although the house was completed, the shelters and
kitchen still had to be finished. To plough the land and other
work, more than 100 buffalos were used. Next to the house was
a small river (the Krukut); the land was named Tanna-aban
which means ‘red earth’ in Malay’.

When Van Riebeeck travelled to his estate on the hill of Tanah
Abang, he was usually followed by a cavalcade of several
female slaves, all riding on donkeys. Probably other methods
of transport were still difficult to use as the road to the estate
on the hill and the market was usually in poor condition, as
we can read in the book "Uit Batavia’s Ouden Tijd 1619-1919"
(From Batavia’s Olden Days 1619-1919), published in 1919,
describing theroad: “.. and still in 1706 it happened that it was
impossible for a traveller to reach Tanah Abang by carriage”.

It is most likely that the original country house from 1706 was

35

already demolished soon afterwards, asin a 1711 letter to Joan
van Hoorn, Van Riebeeck mentioned: “The house on Tanah
Abang, which was laid out north-south, has been demolished
completely, as well as the ‘speelhuijs’ (entertaining house), and
another one erected east-west, namely a gallery 25 feet wide, 56
feet long, and a room, with one room upstairs on the east side,
also 25 square feet, of which only the attics and floors are still
lacking: and on the forecourt, facing north, a large square plot
has been covered with a tiled roof, under which all horsemen
and horses can easily be protected from the sun and the rain.
And the newly planted mangosteen and durian orchards are
quite prospering”.

The house pictured on the opposite page is the one that was
built in 1711. The drawing was donated to the Bataviaasch
Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen by Pieter Albert
de Nijs Bik (see Chapter 3 page 65) in 1909.

Van Riebeeck was the first Dutchman to reach the summit of
the Tangkuban Perahuvolcano onWest-Java, buthe contracted
dysentry during the trip back home and passed away shortly
afterwards. After his death in 1713 Van Riebeeck's family
failed to transfer his possessions to his widow. When she
passed away the following year, the Tanah Abang land was
transferred to his son-in-law Gerrit van Oosten (1688-1725)
who was married to Van Riebeeck’s daughter Elisabeth (1693-
1723). Itis not known what happened to the Tanah Abang land
for the next two decades.

Vinck opens Pasar Tanah Abang

On 10 January 1736 the ‘landdrost’ (equivalent to a reeve
or magistrate) Justinus Vinck bought the land for 12,600
Rijksdaalders from the late Johanna Catharina Pelgrom (1686-
1734), who was the widow of the Director-General of Trade,
Anthonij Huijsman (1668-1728). The deed of sale in 1736
mentioned “at least seven pieces and a strip of horticultural
and grazing land with a brick house, two cowsheds and various
other buildings, situated approximately 1.5 to 2 hours south of
the city on both sides of the Krukut River commonly known as
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e Intersection of Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) and @
Koningsplein Noord (Jalan Medan Merdeka Utara)
Looking south at the intersection with Koningsplein Noord which is the
road thatbends towards the left. The palace (Istana Merdeka) would be
a few hundred meters further down this road to the left. Tanah Abang
West continues further southwest at the far right of this picture. The large
white building on the right is the newly opened combined offices of Lever’s
Zeepfabrieken N.V. and Van den Bergh’s Fabrieken N.V. (now Unilever) at
number 12 on this road. To the left of this building are the premises of car
\ : ™ dealer Fuchs & Rens (see Chapter 5 pages 142-143). Both buildings still stand
today. On the left of this picture in the distance is a billboard advertisement
for Anker beer. We can see one of the NIROM broadcast towers behind the
trees in the distance.

Tanah Abang West 12-14 (Jalan Abdul Muis 12-14) 0
Looking north along Tanah Abang West with the offices of car dealer
Fuchs & Rens on the left at number 14, and the combined offices of Lever’s
Zeepfabrieken N.V. and Van den Bergh’s Fabrieken N.V. to the right at
number 12. Both companies later merged into the Dutch-British consumer
goods multinational Unilever. This new office, opened in January 1941,
stood on the site of the former Director’s residence of Fuchs & Rens

(see Chapter 5 page 143). At the time of this photo the directors of both
companies were R.G. Macmorran and H.A. Bicker Caarten. At the right of
the photo we can look all the way to the shops at Rijswijkstraat with a tram
approaching in the distance.
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On the left a group of Bik family members, dressed as ‘chats noir’ (black cats)
in the back garden of Tanah Abang Heuvel 146 in 1926, looking east with the
pavilion of number 140 partly visible at the far rear. This group took partin a
competition of the Planten en Dierentuin (Plant and Animal Zoo) in Batavia
where they won the first prize. The photo above shows the same garden, now
looking south with the double storey house Tanah Abang Heuvel 144 at the
rear. The four-year-old girl is Milly de Perez Bik (1922-2016), daughter of Pierre
Jean Baptiste de Perez Bik (1890-1954) and Reina Reints Bok (1895-1995). The
parents of Milly can be seen in the photos on the left; they are the two people
standing on the right. Itis not known who took these photographs.
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@ Tanah Abang West 16-18 (Jalan Abdul Muis 16-18) ’!!;’; 3
This photo has been taken approximately 100 meters further south
than photo A4. The building at the left at number 18 traded in metal wares.
W.J. Stokvis, as can be seen in below advertisement in the Nieuws van den
Dag voor Nederlandsch Indié of 28 October 1939, only recently moved from
its previous location on Postweg Noord (Jalan Antara) to Tanah Abang.
Next door are the offices and showroom of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co
Ltd at number 16. Goodyear commenced business in the Dutch East Indies =
in 1917, first in Soerabaja. The head office moved to Tanah Abang in 1925. %
When this photo was taken in 1941, Goodyear was the largest manufacturer y
of automobile tires in the world with a market share of 15%. We can see that
new small trees have been planted along the street. Both buildings were
still standing in 1997, but were demolished shortly afterwards.

W. 1. STOKVIS

N.V. Kon. Fabriek van Metaalwaren N.l. Afdeeling

verpilaatst

van Postweg Noord 27

naar

TANAH ABANG WEST1
l Vanat 1 NOVEMBER 1939.

@ Entrance Kerkhoflaan (Jalan Tanah Abang 1)

The intersection of Tanah Abang West and Kerkhoflaan, looking west.

In the distance, behind the man with the pikulan, is the white characteristic
portico of the Kebon Jahe cemetery (now Taman Prasasti) which dates w‘

back to 1844. The seven identical buildings on the right are warehouses of o I 5 wee oG ]["f !
Dunlop, the rubber company which was based on the corner of both streets, 1 ; I =

justright of the street sign outside this photograph. The two adults and two

children on the left, in front of the small warung, are carrying a pot plant.
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Top left: Her Verbeek Wolthuys (1900-1974), newly arrived in Batavia in 1925, bought

a motorbike so he could ride to his work at the Gemeente Batavia (City Council). The
roaring sound of his new toy was magical to Tanah Abang Heuvel veteran Ibu Soentje
and she was visibly thrilled to be invited to join Her for a ride. Soentje had worked for
the Van Garderen and the De Nijs Bik family since the turn of the century, and when Van
Garderen and his wife moved to the Netherlands in 1930, they arranged for a monthly
pension for Soentje and her family.

Left: Her Verbeek Wolthuys sitting on the grass at the entrance of the Tanah Abang
Heuvel estate in March 1927. In the distance the side pavilion of Pieter Albert de Nijs
Bik’s former home, which was the Swedish consulate at the time of this photo.

Above: a group of Bik family members in the back garden of the Van Garderen-de Nijs
Bik home at Tanah Abang Heuvel 146 in late 1926. The girl sitting on the right is Milly de
Perez Bik with her mother Reina Reints Bok standing behind her. Left and right of Reina
are the grandparents of the author. In the middle of the photo with sarung and kebaya

is Caroline de Nijs Bik holding Carel Willem Dull (1919-1981), son of Dirk Hendrik Dull
(behind Caroline) and Aletta de Nijs Bik (second from left) who holds her youngest
daughter Ina (1926-2012) in her arms. In front of Aletta are her other two children Ernst
Gustaaf (Guus) Dull (1923-1988) and Wolterus (Kik) Dull (1917-1944). Right of Kik is his
cousin Edu de Perez Bik (1917-1943). Both boys would sadly not survive World War II. Kik
passed away in Germany, Edu in Thailand. Jeanne de Nijs Bik-de Vries (1901-1989) on the
left holds her son Rudolf (1925-1999).
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Page 36: Part of a detailed map from around 1700, showing Batavia
and the so-called ‘Ommelanden’ (surrounding lands), with the
cultivated estates and their owners’ names mentioned. Maps of
this era are often positioned south-north. We see the Batavia Castle
as ared-shaped fortress in the Benedenstad/Kota section at the
bottom of the map. The close-up section shows the area of Tanah
Abang where Abraham van Riebeeck was the owner of many
pieces of land. The house of Van Riebeeck on Tanah Abang Heuvel
is pointed out just under the arrow next to the Krukut River.

Tanna Abang, in the Westerveld, the third part of Blok M. Also
a few slaves, household furniture, including other goods as well
as the cattle on the land”.

When Vinck received permission in 1735 to open a market
in Tanah Abang, the government also granted him similar
permission for Pasar Senen. Already in 1735 he designed and
built a connecting road between the two markets, stretching
west to east. This road became known as Kampoeng Lima,
later Oude Tamarindelaan and Jalan Asem Lama and is now
Jalan Wahid Hasyim. The eastern side of the road ran from the
Parapatan Bridge to Pasar Senen. From 1735 at first the only
market day at Tanah Abang was on Saturdays, but from 1751 it
was also held on Wednesdays.

Van Imhoff

By 2 May 1736 the Tanah Abang land had been officially
transferred to Gustaaf Willem Van Imhoff (1705-1750), who
strangely enough had already been announced as “the new
owner” on 30 August 1735 when the right to trade in Tanah
Abang was granted to Vinck. According to F. de Haan in
Priangan there is every appearance that Justinus Vinck was
only acting as a frontman to acquire the rights to hold a
market. Van Imhoff, at that time Raad Extraordinair (Council
Extra Ordinary), was not unknown to the widow Pelgrom,
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as he was the son-in-law of her and Anthonij Huijsman. It is
very unlikely that Van Imhofflived on the Tanah Abang estate
himself, as only two months after the official ownership
transfer he was appointed Governor of Dutch Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka), and would not return to Batavia until 1740, just before
the bloody Chinese massacre.

Gustaaf Willem
van Imhoff (1705-
1750). Portrait by
an anonymous
painter from
between 1742
and 1750.

Van Imhoff found the city in a precarious situation upon
his return in 1740. Governor-General Adriaan Valckenier
(1695-1751) believed that the local Chinese population had
grown out of proportion and there was high unemployment
due to a decline in sugar prices and government repression.
His plan to relocate the unemployed Chinese population
to Dutch Ceylon and the Cape Colony in South Africa
failed when a rumour, alleging that the Dutch had plans to
throw Chinese people overboard on the high seas, led to an
insurrection against the VOC in which 50 Dutch soldiers were
killed in Meester Cornelis (Jatinegara) and Tanah Abang on
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Tanah Abang West 20-22 (Jalan Abdul Muis 20-22) 0
The building on the left at number 22 houses the offices and workshop

of Centramoto, a service and repair dealer for everything related to cars,
car parts and batteries. Centramoto was based in Tanah Abang from 1935.
In this photo we recognize the warung of the previous photo [A6], just left
of the advertisement sign for Centramoto. This time we clearly see the
premises of the Dunlop Rubber Co at number 20 on the other side of the
turnoff to Kerkhoflaan. Dunlop moved to Tanah Abang in 1932. After World
War II Centramoto would not return, and Dunlop moved their premises
from number 20 to 22, until 1955 when it moved again, this time to Tanah
Abang Bukit (previously Tanah Abang Heuvel). The building at number 20
still existed in 1997, but was demolished shortly after.

& |
Beperk Uw uitgaven in deze
tijden. Verzeker U van het
verdere ongestoorde gebruik
van Uw auto. Zend: die voor

Service
. _ =
Revisie

CENTRAMOTO

Tanah Abang West 22
Technisch gegarandeerd werk
Biligke prizen

H -—

Tanah Abang West 26-28 (Jalan Abdul Muis 26-28)

Two other car related businesses in Tanah Abang. Housed in the lovely
former nineteenth century residential home on the left (number 28) is

the firm Ritz & Co, a trading company owned by Mr. H.M. Ritz who was

the official representative for Valvoline Oil in the Dutch East Indies. To

the north at number 26 also a business in car parts and automobile oils.
Wilding & Co was the local importer and agent of the Union Oil Company of
California. Neither of these two businesses returned to Tanah Abang after
the war. The two buildings were demolished long ago.
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The wedding of Jeannette Welmoet (Welly) van Garderen (1905-
1991) and Hermanus Johannes (Her) Verbeek Wolthuys (1900-1974) |
on 10 May 1927. The couple can be seen here in the inner gallery

of Tanah Abang Heuvel 146, the house of the bride’s parents.
Standing on the left are Welly’s sister Benny van Garderen (1909- |
1990) and her friend Greet de Lange. Sitting on the chairs on

the left are Welly’s mother Caroline de Nijs Bik (1885-1930) and
Mr. Leonardus Johannes Harmsen (1879-1955), one of the two
witnesses. Leo was co-Director of the NILLMIJ with Wim van ||
Garderen (1881-1943) who sits on the right, closest to the bride.

In between them is a photo of the parents of Her who were not

in a position to attend the wedding in Batavia but stayed in Den
Haag (the Netherlands). Sitting at the far right is the other witness
Mr. J.H. Delgorge (1876-1961). Huub Delgorge was Director of the
Opiumregie (Opium Utility). In later years he became a diplomat
for the Dutch Ministry of Colonies, specializing in all things
opium. The antique Frisian grandfather clock on the left shows the
photo has been taken ten minutes past five in the afternoon, which
was twenty minutes before the ceremony at the Willemskerk
commenced. Sitting at the front are bridesmaid Milly de Perez Bik
(1922-2016) and page Carel Dull (1919-1981). The photo was taken
by photo studio Charls & Van Es. }

Welly van Garderen and Her Verbeek Wolthuys
on the front gallery on their way to the car
that took them to the Willemskerk (Gereja
Immanuel) for the official wedding ceremony. In
the door opening is Wim van Garderen, father
of the bride, who always tried to avoid looking
into the camera lens. Next to him on the right
is Mr. C.A. Weyhenke, who was a family friend.
The little girl left of Her Verbeek Wolthuys is
Q Alice Delgorge (1919-2004), daughter of witness
Huub Delgorge. Left of Alice is Willy Elbers who
1 is walking to the right. The smiling tall boy with
* the tie on the leftis Alice’s older brother Piet
Delgorge (1913-1991). The little boy on the right
¢ i of the photo, wearing a bow tie, is Ernst Gustaaf
. (Guus) Dull (1923-1988). The Van Garderen
e % family hired photographers from Charls & Van
A o« q Es to take the wedding pictures.
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7 October 1740. Two days later Valckenier responded with a
counter-attack aiming to bring insurgents under control.
This unfortunately got entirely out of hand, and despite an
amnesty proclaimed two days later, led to the massacre which
went on for several days and in which approximately 10,000
Chinese inhabitants were killed by Dutch East Indies soldiers
and native collaborators. Van Imhoff, who barricaded himself
in the Tanah Abang house (in fact a lot of the murders took
place in and around Tanah Abang), voiced opposition to this
brutal policy, which led to his arrest and deportation back to
the Dutch Republic. However, upon his arrival back in the
Netherlands, the Heeren 17 (Lords 17) decided to appoint
him Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies and sent him
straight back to Batavia after he convinced the council that
Valckenier was to blame for the Chinese massacre. The Tanah
Abang market was completely burnt to the ground during the
1740 events. It took years before the market was rebuilt.

Van Imhoff demolished the original brick house of Van
Riebeeck on Tanah Abang Heuvel and built a new estate,
most likely between 1743 and 1745. This is the country seat
that appears on the famous drawing of Johannes Rach from
between 1770 and 1772 (see page 39). This new mansion was
described in 1751 when G.J.A. von Trabe bought Tanah Abang
from the Van Imhoff heirs: “currently comprising a large and
very comfortable private house, besides many other rooms, all
of them of brick however covered with timber sierappen (roof
coverage), as well as double stables for horses and carriages
and also accommodation and 30 pedakken (sheds), all of them
of brick and covered with tiles”.

The design of the new country estate in Tanah Abang was
inspired by the estate of the Duke of Marlborough in Oxford
(England). The estate also had 12 marble statues which
Van Imhoff had received from the Netherlands in 1746. The
inheritance inventory after Van Imhoff’s death describes some
more details of the Tanah Abang estate, for example the size:
“The start of the estate lies an hour from the Castle of Batavia,
the end around two hours”. The outbuildings also contained a
billiard room. Most likely the estate on Tanah Abang was not
inhabited around the time that Van Imhoff passed away as
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the inventory described that there was hardly any food on the
premises, nor any clothing, furniture, horses and carriages.
Also the number of slaves on the estate was by far insufficient
to cater for the household of a Governor-General, so we have
to assume that Van Imhoff did not use Tanah Abang as his
primary residence.

Andries Teisseire described the house in 1792: “..a large
brick house with sufficient furnishing and space, although with
a peculiar taste, several large halls, and all other rooms are
connected to each other, so that any unfamiliar person would
get lost, and would not find their way out without any signage
(...). The estate has some irrigated rice fields and some pasture
land.

When De Haan in his book Priangan describes Rach’s
drawing: “... a spacious front yard with six rows of trees, behind
it a very wide timber fence on a stone layer, with small pillars
at a certain distance from each other. Through this fence one
arrives at a second front yard with stone outbuildings. Behind
this second front yard a second fence follows in the same style
as the front fence, and behind that is the main building without
steps”.

After Von Trabe, Tanah Abang was owned by Jan van 't Hoff,
a wealthy VOC official. He was the father-in-law of the well-
known reverend and astronomer J.M. Mohr (1716-1775), who
was married to his daughter Anna Elisabeth van 't Hoff. Their
daughter Johanna Mauritia Mohr came into possession of
the Tanah Abang land in 1782 after her mother died. She
eventually married David Joan Smith (1740-1792), one of

Page 39: Etching by Johannes Rach of the Tanah Abang estate

from between 1770 and 1772. The title describes: “Het Gezigt van
de Nabang, met desselfs Passer van de Rijweg Af te zien Leggende

5 Paalen Buyten Batavia” (View of the Nabang with the market as
seen from the road, situated 5 Posts outside Batavia). Behind the
two rows of fences we can see the main building at the back in the
distance. The two wings on each side are hidden behind the trees.
The two buildings at the front left and front right are guard houses.
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Kerkhoflaan (Jalan Tanah Abang 1) @
Alovely aerial view towards the Kebon Jahe cemetery (Taman Prasasti) taken in 1938 from a low flying plane above Koningsplein West. Most striking are the
NIROM radio studios at the front right with the two broadcast towers on the side and beyond. At the front left is Automobiel Technicum Nagel, the official Ford car
dealer at the time. Immediately left of the furthest broadcast tower we recognise the Centramoto premises at Tanah Abang West 22 (Jalan Abdul Muis 22), to the right
the Dunlop buildings at number 20. In between, in a straight line towards the portico entrance of the cemetery is Kerkhoflaan. In between the Centramoto premises
and the cemetery graves in the far distance, lies Kampung Kebon Jahe.
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The wedding couple leaving the house at Tanah Abang Heuvel 146 on their way to the Willemskerk for the official wedding ceremony. This was a distance of just
under three kilometers. The car is a Hudson Super Six. Hudson was an American car brand from Michigan. Fuchs & Rens in Tanah Abang sold Hudson cars, and
this one cost 6,000 guilders in 1927. The car at the back on the left side is an Austin Twenty Tourer. Photo taken by Charls & Van Es.
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® Tanah Abang West and Oost e
 (Jalan Abdul Muis/Jalan Tanah Abang Timur)
An aerial view of the Tanah Abang district, immediately
left of Koningsplein. The straight diagonal line from
northeast to southwest is the road Tanah Abang West,
¢ with the various side streets extending to the left.
Towards the southern end of this photo the Scottweg
(Jalan Budi Kemuliaan) connects Tanah Abang with
Koningsplein. By the 1940s most residential houses
along the west side of the main road were occupied by
small or larger businesses, mostly European on the
northern side, but slowly changing to Chinese along
the southern end. The large houses along Tanah Abang
Oost were still mainly in use as private residences. As
one can see in this picture, the newer houses along the
western side streets were significantly smaller than the
ones along the main road, many of which still dated
back to the late nineteenth century when the Tanah
Abang district was much more spacious.
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On the stairs of the Willemskerk. As the ceremony kicked off at 5:30pm,
and it would have been dark afterwards, this photo by Charls & Van Es
was most likely taken just beforehand. Her Verbeek Wolthuys carries a
bible. Behind the couple are Welly’s sister Benny and her friend Greet,
then the parents of the bride and at the top of the stairs Eduard and Lotty
Eshuys-Sieburgh, good friends of the Van Garderen family.

View of the Willemskerk on a 1930s postcard. The Protestant church, which still
stands in today’s Jakarta, dates back to 1839 and was situated on Koningsplein Oost
(Jalan Medan Merdeka Timur). The road visible in this picture which ran on the
northern side, was called Pedjambon in 1927. In today’s Jakarta it has the name
Jalan Taman Pejambon, however on a 1960 map it appears as Djalan Dewan Rakjat.
The church, which was designed by J.H. Horst and took five years to complete, has a
circular layout with a diameter of 9.5 meters and was covered in grey marble tiles.
Chairs are arranged circularly, with a lectern previously used by the Governor of
Batavia. A Bdtz organ was installed in 1843; it was entirely restored in 1985. The
church also keeps a Dutch State Bible dating back to 1748. Although the name
Willemskerk was given to the church in 1839 to honour Dutch King Willem I, it was
renamed as Gereja Immanuel (Emmanuel Church) in 1950.
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the wealthiest Batavia residents at the time. Smith was a
competent architectural engineer and became Raad Ordinair
(Councillor Ordinary) of the Raad van Indié (Council of the
Indies) at the end of his career.

Willem Vincent Helvetius van Riemsdijk

David Joan Smith sold Tanah Abang in 1789 to Willem Vincent
Helvetius Van Riemsdijk (1752-1818), son of Governor-General
Jeremias Van Riemsdijk (1712-1777). Van Riemsdijk was one of
the most prominent landowners at the end of the eighteenth
century and was said to be the richest man in the Indies at
the time. Besides Tanah Abang he also owned a dozen other
country houses, of which Tjampea (Ciampea) the most well-
known. He died in 1818 as Raad Ordinair after he was passed
over twice for the highest position of Director General of the
Raad van Indié. His son Willem Vincent Helevtius Jr. (1784-
1848) inherited Tanah Abang.

Around the year 1800 the district of Tanah Abang still only

Willem Vincent
Helvetius van
Riemsdijk, early
1800s. This portrait,
by an unknown
painter, has often
been incorrectly
identified as being his
father Jeremias.
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consisted of the estate on Tanah Abang Heuvel, the adjacent
pasar and the Kebon Jahe cemetery (which opened in
1797, see Chapter 4). The vast majority of the area was still
covered with trees, open land and a few kampungs (native
neighbourhoods). A travel account from 1832 describes the
countrified scene of Tanah Abang at the time: “the view from
the Weg van Tanah Abang is charming: the meadows, forests
and hamlets have similarities with scenes from the mother
country, however the mountains that appear in the distance
add some power and greatness to it”.

In 1830 Pasar Tanah Abang was hit by destructive fires. On
17 July that year, at the end of the afternoon, a fire broke out
which led to severe damage and three quarters of the market
area was turned to ash. Surprisingly there were no casualties.

Van Riemsdijk Jr. and his wife Wilhelmina Reynira Martens
(1802-1862) did not have children; she inherited Tanah
Abang after his death in 1848. Martens soon married Jannus
Theodorus Bik (see Chapter 1 page 20). Bik was a good friend
of Van Riemsdijk Jr. and eventually came into possession of
Tanah Abang himself in 1863 after Martens passed away.

Splitting the estate in four houses

Itisunknownwhenthe original country house at Tanah Abang
dating back to the 1740s, had been partly demolished. A map
from 1826 shows the original house, but it is not earlier than
1863 that we have photos of the new situation, although the
size of newly planted trees where the original main building
was positioned suggests that the change took place during
the 1830s. The main building had been demolished and the
two former east and west wings reconstructed to become two
new separate two-storeyed houses. The two guard houses at
the front near the road became two ground-floor houses. The
new situation hence comprised four houses, more suited to
accommodate residents in the mid nineteenth century. From
the 1820s onwards more large houses were builtalong the road
leading to the country estate. Tanah Abang slowly became a
residential area for the well-to-do of Batavia.
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@ Laan de Riemer (Jalan Tanah Abang 3)
Despite the fact that the population of the Tanah Abang district had
rapidly increased during the 1930s, this picture shows that some streets still
had a countrified atmosphere with the tall overhanging trees providing a
lot of shade from the tropical heat. The photographer stood in the middle

of Tanah Abang West and we are looking into Laan de Riemer. This was
originally the driveway to the country estate of the well-known notary De
Riemer (see Chapter 2 pages 56-57), but after his passing in 1906 slowly
transformed into a residential street. De Riemer’s house at the end of the
street was demolished in 1930 and made way for the newly-constructed
Westerpark (Taman Tanah Abang 3) with modern houses designed by the
Peters Brothers and J.A. Raket (see Chapter 5 page 150). On the left of this
picture is a small electricity substation.

@ Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis)
intersection Laan de Riemer (Jalan Tanah Abang 3)

Looking north along the road Tanah Abang West around 1940. The photo
has been taken at the turnoff to Laan de Riemer by Frits van Exter (see pages
166-167). We are looking in a northerly direction where a car is overtaking
another car. Around 1940 there was not much traffic on this road, hence
plenty of space and time for cars to overtake each other. The bridge on the
right leads to Tanah Abang Oost. On the bridge is an advertisement for the
apartment complex Flat Hotel Tanah Abang which was just to the left on the
other side of the bridge (see pages 170-171). The three young men on the left,
wearing the characteristic peci, cross Laan de Riemer in bare feet. The sign
on the post on the right side of the road, justin front of the bridge, indicates
that there is a tram stop.
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Frits van Exter (1889-1945)

Frederik Marinus (Frits) van Exter was born
in the West Javanese town of Serang in 1889.
He was an excellent amateur photographer
who lived in Tanah Abang (Laan de Riemer
16) from 1928 till the start of World War II in
1942.

Frits studied at the Rechtshoogeschool (Law
School) in Batavia and Dutch law at Leiden
University, before entering a successful
career as a lawyer at the Supreme Court. He
ended his career as chief officer of legislation
at the Department of Justice.

In the years before World War II Frits spent
his leisure time taking his camera and
shooting everyday scenes in and around
Tanah Abang. Thanks to Frits we are in
possession of unusual pictures of life in
Tanah Abang. Where most of the archives in
the Netherlands and Indonesia have photos
of streets, houses and well-to-do families,
Frits made an effort to take photos of street
sellers, rivers at sunrise, and unusual objects
in the streets. The quality of his pictures is
superb, and it is only a pity that the original
photo negatives are no longer available.

Frits was married and had two children,
but his life was sadly cut short by the events
of World War II. He passed away in prison
hospital Tjipinang in Meester Cornelis
(Jatinegara) on 24 May 1945, only a few
months before the end of the war. A number
of Frits’ pictures are included in this book, for
example the Tanah Abang tram (see Chapter
5 page 132), the icecream shop along Tanah
Abang Oost (see page 173) and a street view
of Tanah Abang West (see page 165).

Clockwise from top left:

- Frits van Exter (on the
rightmost chair), his
family and other relatives
at the back gallery of their
house on Laan de Riemer
16,

- acar in front of the Van
Exter house,

- Nizun who belonged to
the domestic staff of the
Van Exter family. Notice
his stylish bright white
shirt with cufflinks,

- the hallway of his house
with high ceilings, a
Jjati(teak) cabinetand a
beautifully tiled floor.
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The wedding invitation card announcing to the guests that after the
ceremony at the Willemskerk there is to be a gathering at Tanah Abang
Heuvel. The left side shows the invitation from Welly’s parents, on the right
side from Her’s parents. The Van Garderen family did its utmost to involve
Her’s parents as much as possible, although they unfortunately were notin
a position to attend the wedding in person.

Page 290: the official wedding dinner photo by Charls
& Van Es at the back gallery of Tanah Abang Heuvel
146. Looking at the near empty wine glasses and the
wedding cake prominently in the middle of the table
in front of the wedding couple, this photo most likely
was taken just before dessert.

Wedding photo 10 May 1927, Tanah Abang Heuvel Batavia:

1. Jeannette Welmoet (Welly) van Garderen (1905-1991), bride

2. Hermanus Johannes (Her) Verbeek Wolthuys (1900-1974), groom

3. Caroline de Nijs Bik (1885-1930), mother of the bride

4. Bruinis Dirk Willem Jan van Garderen (1881-1943), father of the bride

5. Bernarda Hendrika (Benny) van Garderen (1909-1990), sister of the bride

6. Greet de Lange (dates unknown), good friend of [5]

7. Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976), aunt of the bride, sister of [3]

8. Dirk Hendrik Dull (1888-1962), husband of [7]

9. Pierre Jean Baptiste de Perez Bik (1890-1954), uncle of the bride, brother of [3]
10. Reina Virginie de Perez Bik-Reints Bok (1895-1995), wife of [9]

11. Willem Albert de Nijs Bik (1895-1931), uncle of the bride, brother of [3]

12. Jeanne Henriette de Nijs Bik-de Vries (1901-1989), wife of [11]

13. Wijnand Willem Butin Bik (1868-1938), uncle of [3]

14. Rosalie Marie Mersen Senn van Basel-Keuchenius (1855-1933), wife of [15]. She
also appeared on the 1904 wedding photo on page 278

15. Frans Jacob Mersen Senn van Basel (1848-1933), husband of [14]

16. Eduard Eshuys (dates unknown), good friend of Welly and Her

17. Lotty Eshuys-Sieburgh (dates unknown), wife of [16]

18. Mr. C.A. Weyhenke (dates unknown), good friend of Welly and Her

19. Auguste Olga Weyhenke-Rusche (unknown-1933), wife of [18]

20. Marguerite Leonie (Guusje) Schippel-Bik (1879-1934). She also appeared in the
1904 wedding photo on page 278

21. Leonardus Johannes Harmsen (1879-1955), witness of the wedding couple, co-
director of the NILLMIJ with Wim van Garderen [4]

22. Dirk Mersen Senn van Basel (1863-1929)

23. Frederik Hendrik (Ekie) Elbers (1884-1940)

24. Marie Cornelia (Mies) Elbers-Verburgt (1885-1982)

25. Max Richard Butin Bik (1912-before 1987), son of [13]

26. Unknown, but could be Adele Marie de Vries (1900-1979), sister of [12]
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2. Tanah Abang: : from camp ground to elite residential quarter 1628-1900

Tanah Abang in the nineteenth century

Until 1795 the country estate on Tanah Abang Heuvel and
the adjacent pasar were the only developments built in the
Tanah Abang district. The Kebon Jahe cemetery (now Taman
Prasasti), on land that was sold or donated to the colonial
government by the then owner Willem Vincent Helvetius
van Riemsdijk (1752-1818), became the first extension
outside his estate (see Chapter 4 page 101). By the mid 1820s,
when more and more residences appeared along the newly
constructed Koningsplein, the main road in Tanah Abang
saw increased development as well. The country estate of
G.W.C. van Motman, later known as De Riemer country house
(see pages 56-57), was one of the first new large estates in the
Tanah Abang district. Drawings of those early decades of the
nineteenth century are not in existence.

Tanah Abang has been photographed from the late 1850s,
mostly in exclusive pictures from the Woodbury & Page
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\erkrijgbaar bij
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a e An
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The first known photograph of Tanah Abang, most likely taken in
the first half of 1859. This Woodbury & Page photo was taken from
one of the bridges over the Krukut River, just north of the turnoff to
Kebon Sirih. We are looking north towards the Ar-Rohah mosque
and some Chinese shops and houses.

photo studio and Dutch photographers like Jacobus Anthonie
Meessen (1836-1885) who spent some years in Batavia during
the 1860s. They are in the possession of a few Dutch archives,
the University of Massachusetts (USA) and a couple of private
collectors of early photography.

Tanah Abang was characterised by an ethnic diversity,
although at first this became only evident around the pasar
at Tanah Abang Heuvel and further west and south. The
mansion west of Pasar Tanah Abang, which is now known as
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Clockwise from top left:

- two boys wearing peci eating and
having fun at a portable warung in
Laan de Riemer,

- a street seller waiting on the
doorstep of Van Exter’s house,

- a tukang sayur (vegetable seller) at
the front and tukang ayam (chicken
seller) behind him. Photo taken at
Kebon Sirih,

- an early morning scene at Kebon
Sirih, close to the crossing with Tanah
Abang West and Tanah Abang Heuvel.
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building with two wings and a sizeable front yard
was surrounded by outbuildings on both sides
with the guard houses attached to it at the front.
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Tjidengweg West (Jalan Cideng Barat) 0
Afire drill in Tjideng. Employees of the fire brigade, with a fire engine vehicle of the firm Ruhaak & Co, test the fire extinguishers next to the canal. The photo,

by an unknown photographer, was taken at the intersection with Laan Trivelli, and we are looking southwards towards Djati Baroe. This side of the canal is called
Tjidengweg West, the other side is Tjidengweg Oost (Jalan Cideng Timur). There are many spectators on the other side who are probably enjoying the water spray.
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Pasar Tanah Abang @
The dead end street on the northern side of Pasar Tanah Abang. The photo has been taken from under the side roof of the rightmost building of the pasar,

looking towards the west. In the distance is the small klenteng (see page 187). The strip of shops on the right side goes back to the Tanah Abang Heuvel country
estate and is predominantly Chinese. The shop behind the dark car is called Toko Chang and trades in car accessories.
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Dorus’ inheritance in 1875

Bik’s wealth of 19 million guilders (the equivalent of roughly
US$ 250 million today!) was inherited by his only son Willem
Frederik Butyn, who was nine years old and at school in the
Netherlands when his father passed away in 1875. Willem
Frederik’s unfortunate and sudden death in 1880 at the age of
15 resulted in a splintering of his fortune amongst 32 nephews
and nieces, and the families of those who had already passed
away. It was probably due to his son’s age, poor health, and
absence from the Dutch East Indies that Dorus had already
decided that his estates would be inherited by the Bik family in
Asia, immediately after his death. Tanah Abang was inherited
by the five surviving children of Pieter Albert Bik (1798-1855),
Dorus’ younger brother (see Chapter 1 page 24).

The only two surviving sons of Pieter Albert Bik, Theodorus
Eugenius de Nijs Bik (1827-1895) and Johannes Hendrikus
Bik (1849-1907) naturally took charge of the administration
of Tanah Abang, but soon were assisted in its day-to-day

|
Theodorus Eugenius de Nijs Bik

in a portrait from an unknown
photographer, 1866.

Johannes Hendrikus Bik (1849-
1907) in an 1890s portrait by
Charls & Van Es.

65

Il Jeannette Rosalie

Butin Bik (1865-
1912) and her fiancé
Pieter Albert de Nijs
Bik (1858-1920) in a
Woodbury & Page
photo from 1883 or
1884.

management by Theodorus' son Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik
(1858-1920), as his father and inheritor had moved to the
Netherlands in 1883, six years after the death of his first wife.
He remarried in Europe and would have two more children.
Johannes Hendrikus Bik, as a result of his employment as
Commander of the Engineering Corps of the KNIL (Royal
Netherlands Indies Army) and later as Engineer of Water
Management, was most of the time based elsewhere on the
island of Java and in Pontianak (Borneo). In 1884 he was
repatriated to the Netherlands with his family.

Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik

Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik was born in Meester Cornelis
(Jatinegara) and went to the Willem III grammar school in
Salemba until 1877. Afterwards he worked as a clerk in the
Department of Finance in 1878 and 1879, and then rose in the
ranks at the Bataviaasche Schutterij (Batavia Citizen Militia)
to become First Lieutenant-Adjutant in 1888. In 1890 he was
appointed Director of the newly established Scheepsleverantie
Maatschappij (Shipping Supply Company) in the new harbour
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Oude Tamarindelaan (Jalan Wahid Hasyim) @
We are looking in a westerly direction to Pasar Tanah Abang. In the distance are the shops and klenteng as seen on the opposite page. This road was

constructed in 1735 by Justinus Vinck to connect the markets of Tanah Abang and Senen. It was known as Kampoeng Lima until early twentieth century, then
Oude Tamarindelaan which in 1950 was literally translated into Jalan Asem Lama. It was renamed Jalan Wahid Hasyim in the 1960s.
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Twelve years after the
first public auction, the
Tanah Abangland and
- market were again up
for rent. Advertisement
3 0f 26 October 1876 in

Often the houses on
the Tanah Abang
estate were occupied
by Bik family members
like Jan Martinus Bik
(1839-1926) who was
administrator of the
Tanah Abang cemetery
(Taman Prasasti).
Apparently he moved
out, as auctioneers Van
Vleuten & Cox facilitated
the auction of his home
contents, including
horses and carriages.
Java Bode 30 April 1879

( CTION: DELPHEL

De Nijs Bik’s
appointment
as First
Lieutenant
Adjutant of the
Schutterij. Java
Bode 9 July
1888
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at Tandjong Priok, a post in which he would remain for the
next two decades and eventually combine it with his role as a
member of the Batavia City Council from 1908 onwards. Since
his marriage in 1884 to Jeannette Rosalie Butin Bik (1865-
1912), Pieter Albert lived on Tanah Abang Heuvel himself, in
the house that had previously been inhabited by his father.

Pieter Albert and Jeannette Rosalie were related to each other.
Pieter Albert’s father Theodorus Eugenius was a half-brother of
Jeannette Rosalie’s grandfather Wijnand Willem van Berckel
Bik (1820-1875). It was very common in wealthy families in the
Indies to find a potential spouse within the family, especially
as since the second half of the nineteenth century it became
less common to marry a native. Also there was obviously less
choice amongst the relatively small Dutch community in the
colony, and a probably even more important argument was
to keep the fortune within the same family. There are various
examples in the Bik family where cousins and/or second
cousins married each other.

When Pieter Albert was handling the day-to-day management
of the Tanah Abang estate and all the property in Pasar Tanah
Abang, he quickly built relationships with the Chinese and
Arab communities. Although Tanah Abang in general had
become an elite residential area for well-to-do Europeans,
this was much more the case north of Kebon Sirih along
Tanah Abang West and Tanah Abang Oost. However the
southern end of Tanah Abang, around the market, was very
much a Chinese and Arab domain, as they were in charge of
the businesses and shops in and around Pasar Tanah Abang.

Soonafter Theodorus Eugenius passedawayinthe Netherlands
in 1895, his son Pieter Albert inherited a significant share of
Tanah Abang, as well as the estate of Klein Pondok Gedeh
(Small Pondok Gedeh) near Buitenzorg and in fact became
a wealthy man. He now had set himself the goal of not only
managing the Tanah Abang estate but of also fully owning it.
His uncle Johannes Hendrikus Bik, who had also moved to the
Netherlands in 1884, was a major shareholder and was keen to
sell off his shares. However dozens of other Bik heirs all had
their small portion of Tanah Abang which had meanwhile





OEBPS/images/0_Page_182.jpg
6. Tanah Abang street views 1937-1945

Tanah Abang Pasar 63-71 (Jalan Fachrudin/Jalan Mas Mansyur) @
A continuation of Chinese shops to the right of photo D7 (page 187). In

the dark building on the left (numbers 63 and 65) is an indigenous rumah
makan (restaurant). At number 67 with the characteristic facade is tailor
Mie Boen, established in 1926. Number 69 houses the firm Sam Hin Hoo,
and next to itat number 71 a warung (small eatery) and medicine store
operating under the name Tong Tji Tong.

ERERE B8,

! HoK DJOE LIONG & Co.

AWEL HANDEL EN REPARATIE ATELIER

S ——

Tanah Abang Pasar 81-85 (Jalan Fachrudin/Jalan Mas Mansyur) @
Further south along the Tanah Abang Pasar road, we see Toko Sin Njap
Hin at number 81. Noticing the Bata sign above the store, this most likely is
a shoe seller or shoe repairer. In the middle at number 83 is furniture store
Madjoe, run by Mr. Alatas. Many Arab traders lived and operated around
Pasar Tanah Abang, and especially Karet was known as an Arab quarter.
Alatas was a common Arab name at the time. In front of the furniture store
is a trailer, obviously to transport heavy items. On the right of this strip of
stores, at number 85, is a bicycle store and repairer operating under the
name Hok Djoe Liong & Co. They most likely sold the popular Fongers
bicycle brand.
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Advertisement in the Java Bode of 29 January 1897 announcing
the public sale of “the Tanah Abang land, the market and all
accompanying buildings, together with the four private homes and
outbuildings located on the so-called hill of Tanah Abang”.

Geveilde vaatighbden ¢
op Zaterdag den '30sten Januari 1897, in het
vendu-locaal te Batavia. .

De perceelen verp.'nos. 4928 en 8689 (land Tanah-
abang) van de erven Bik, beiden getaxeerd op /433400,
worden feu’menlﬁk opgeveild en gekocht door den
heer P. A. de Nijjs Bik, directeur van de scheepslever-
antie alhier, voor de som van 7 300.000. ;
Article in the Java Bode of 30 January 1897 describing “the lots 4928
and 8689 (Tanah Abang land) of the Bik heirs, together valued at
433,400 guilders, will be auctioned together and bought by Mr. P.A.
de Nijs Bik, director of the shipping supply company in this city, for
the sum of 300,000 guilders.”
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become an administrative burden. In 1896 it was decided to
put the land and possessions up for auction. It is unknown
why the Bik family had opted for a public sale in particular
rather than valuing the land and determining a price for
the potential buyer. Perhaps Pieter Albert was not the only
interested party, or some Bik heirs thought this option would
increase the chances of getting a higher price for the shares.
Or maybe the Bik heirs did not come to an agreement on the
sale process, and the notary proposed this was the best way to
please all shareholders. A public sale auction was organised
for 30 January 1897. It was therefore surprising that, although
the Tanah Abang land was valued at 433,400 guilders, Pieter
Albert de Nijs Bik managed to purchase it at the public auction
for 300,000 guilders, and that the newspaper article on the
day of auction already mentioned this sale price, presumably
before the auction took place. Maybe there was less interest
in buying the Tanah Abang land from other parties or that
Pieter Albert, as sole candidate, negotiated a good price in the
lead up to the auction. Also 300,000 guilders was a fortune
at the time so likely there would not have been many other
candidates for the purchase. For this amount Pieter Albert
obtained the four houses on Tanah Abang Heuvel, including
all outbuildings and stables, most of the buildings at Pasar
Tanah Abang, and a few dozen houses along Kampoeng Lima
(Jalan Wahid Hasyim), Kebon Sirih, Djati Baroe and Doekoe
(which is now the area between the Karet Bivak cemetery and
Jalan Sudirman). Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik now became tuan
tanah, the landlord of Tanah Abang.

De Nijs Bik was not only successful career wise and at
managing his Tanah Abang property, but he and Jeannette
Rosalie had meanwhile started a family and by the mid 1890s
had six children. They were all born and raised on Tanah
Abang Heuvel.

Consulates on Tanah Abang Heuvel

Who occupied the four houses on Tanah Abang Heuvel from
the time Pieter Albert owned the entire estate? In general
the two large two-storeyed houses, the former east and west
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Tanah Abang Pasar 115-117 (Jalan Kebon Jati) @
On the left at number 115 a Chinese house, to the right at number 117 a Chinese Christian church and school. The Chung Hua Chi Tuh Chiao Hui, or better

known under its acronym CHCTCH, was a community of churches and schools in Batavia, and already based in Tanah Abang since 1934. At the front is a taxi of
the Zondag (Sunday) company, indicating with the sign 'Vrij' (free) that itis available. The sign on the right points to the goat market, which still exists today.
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wings of the original governor’s house, were rented out to
high ranking government officials and consuls. These houses
were very much suited as a base for the consul’s office and
administration on the ground floor, while the consul himself
and his family resided on the first floor. Other personnel of
the consulate, including all household staff, were based
downstairs and in the adjacent pavilions.

The German Consulate-General of Batavia was based on
Tanah Abang Heuvel from 1889 till 1903, with Dr. Hermann
Gabriel as the most prominent resident. He was a well-
respected diplomat and often took the lead in representing
the community of consuls in the capital. He unfortunately
passed away in 1897 after serious health issues. His successor
Friedrich Wilhelm Karl von Syburg started as acting consul-
general in 1898 before being appointed as consul-general in

1899. Meanwhile the German consulate switched from one
house on the estate (number 88, the former east wing) to the
other (number 87, the former west wing). When the German
consulate moved houses, the Russian consul M. de Bakounine
set up his consulate at number 88. The two ground-floor
houses, the former guard houses of the eighteenth century
governor’s house, were mostly reserved for Bik family
members. Pieter Albert and his family had lived in the house
at number 86 since his wedding in 1884. Various Bik family
members had lived in the house at number 89. Pieter Albert’s
brother Henri de Nijs Bik (1864-1922) lived there with his
family, until in 1906 Pieter Albert’s eldest daughter Caroline
de Nijs Bik (1885-1930) moved in with her husband B.D.W.J.
(Wim) van Garderen (1881-1943). They were married in 1904
and in 1906 bought this house from Pieter Albert for 60,000
guilders.

:’ AL\ N [

' Tanah Aang Hevel residnts in 1898

Tanah Abang Heuvel 86

Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik (1858-1920)
-landlord of Tanah Abang

- director Scheepsleverantie Maatschappij

Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs Bik - Butin Bik (1865-1912)
- married to Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik

and their 6 children

‘The widow M. Verburgt-Mina, in the pavilion

T

Tanah Abang i{euvel 87

EW.C. von Syburg
- acting consul-general of Germany in 1898
- consul-general of Germany from 1899-1903

| From 1889 till1897 the previous consul-general
- of Germany Dr. H. Gabriel was based in the
| house on Tanah Abang Heuvel 88

M. de Bakounine
- consul of Russia from 1894-1899,
- based in Tanah Abang since 1898

Tanah Abang Heuvel 89

Henri de Nijs Bik (1864-1922)

- younger brother of Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik
- employee Handelsvereeniging Amsterdam
- later employee John Pryce & Co

Dorine de Nijs Bik - Butin Bik (1876-1954)
- married to Henri de Nijs Bik

‘The widow A.C.J. Meijer, in the pavilion.

The residents of the
Tanah Abang estate in
1898. The houses with
numbers 87, 88 and 89
were rented out by Pieter
Albert de Nijs Bik. The
pavilions of the houses
were often in use by
older and dependent
family members or close
relatives.
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Kebon Djatiweg (Jalan Kebon Jati) @
This picture has been taken around 50 meters west of the Chinese church and school. On the right is a part of the bridge over the Krukut River. We are looking
westwards towards the banjir canal. At the far end, justin front of the electrical substation, the road turns right and becomes Djati Baroeweg and follows further
north towards Tanah Abang train station. The Kebon Jati area in 1941 mainly consisted of a mix of shops, residential houses, kampungs and a market ground.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel (Jalan Fachrudin/Jalan Mas Mansyur) o
Alively street scene just around the corner from the Tanah Abang Heuvel country estate in 1899. This is the road that runs parallel to it towards Pasar Tanah
Abangwhich is beyond the electric tram on the right. The tram turns into the road Kampoeng Lima (later Oude Tamarindelaan and Jalan Wahid Hasyim). Left and
right we see street sellers with their characteristic pikulan. Just beyond the street lantern a group of children wearing sarung and kebaya.
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0 Kebon Djati /
Djati Baroe

On this RAF aerial
photograph, taken on 2 May
1945 during the Japanese
occupation of Batavia,

we clearly recognize the
banjir canal in the middle.
Originally constructed in the
1860s as a diversion channel
of the Krukut River, to protect
Tanah Abang during floods
in the rainy season, it was
connected in 1919 to the
Ciliwung river via a second
canal running south of
Menteng. Immediately to

the right are the train tracks
and Tanah Abang railway
station, both constructed

in 1899. Tanah Abang was a
stop on the line from Batavia
to Rangkasbitung. The area
east of the train station is
Kampung Djati Baroe, with
the Kebon Djatiweg running
along the southside, which
connects to Pasar Tanah
Abang just outside this
picture. The bridge over the
banjir canal leads to Djati
Petamboeran with the Arab
country estate (now Museum
Tekstil) north of the road.
The houses and kampungs
in this area form the last

development of the cityin |

1945. Just outside this picture
large palm tree plantations
would extend further
westwards.

Tanah Abng
train station

250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA
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Tanah Abang Heuvel 88 @
The German consulate in 1897 in the house at number 88 (former east wing) with consul-general Dr. Hermann Gabriel and his family standing on the second
floor, and all personnel on the ground floor. This is the same house as on page 63. The sign in front of the house says "Kaiserlich Deutsches General Konsulat zu

Batavia" (Imperial German General Consulate to Batavia). It is not known who the photographer was.
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Djembatan Tinggiweg (Jalan Jembatan Tinggi) o
With the construction of the new overpass over the banjir canal during

the mid 1910s, a new road was constructed to direct traffic over this new
and higher viaduct. Previously the Kebon Djatiweg ran from east to west
towards the old bridge. Around 1917 a new road to the south was connected
which, via a loop back, ascended to the new overpass. As the new bridge
was higher, the road was logically named Djembatan Tinggiweg, meaning
road of the high bridge. We are standing here at the intersection of the
Kebon Djatiweg, looking south into the Djembatan Tinggiweg. On the
corner is a Shell petrol station. Along this road there was mostly modest-
sized residential housing. This area however was also still known and often
referred to as Tanah Abang Heuvel.

CINEMA PALACE iStimdean. bt o
.Y 4
»GAROEDA MAS
(DE GOUDEN ADELAAR)
met RD. MOCHTER ~ DEWIRADIAH - EDDY EFFENDIE

|_Gewone Avondorpen_] Al totten

Zondag om 10 u. v.m. en 430 nm. . GARODA MAS"

Kebon Djatiweg 15 (Jalan Kebon Jati 15) @
Rialto was one of the smaller movie theatres in Batavia and the only
cinema in Tanah Abang. The owner also had another Rialto branch near
Pasar Senen. At the front of the cinema is a small billboard announcing
the screening of the movie Garoeda Mas (Golden Eagle). This very popular
film premiered in the larger cinemas in January 1941, and was fully spoken
in Malay. It was advertised as a “mystery Indies movie” and featured well-
known actors Raden Mochtar and Eddy Effendie. Mochtar debuted in the
film Pareh in 1936, Effendie in the 1937 movie Terang Boelan (Full Moon).
Both films were directed by Dutch-Indonesian journalist Albert Balink
(1906-1976). Terang Boelan was the most popular movie before World War
1T and has often been described as “the first full-length Indonesian film in
Malay”.
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71 Tanah Abang Heuvel 87 @
The German Consulate-General in 1899 or 1900 when it

4 this time Mr. Friedrich Wilhelm Karl von Syburg (1854 1934)
was the consul-general for the German Empire. This photo

| features in the book AufJava Und Sumatra (On Java And
Sumatra) by Dr. K. Giesenhagen (1860-1928), a botanist who
travelled in the Dutch East Indies in 1899 and 1900, and
published his findings and travel stories in this book that

| came outin 1902. During his stay he was the guest of Von
Syburg, and praised the consul-general for his hospitality
and assistance during his stay. One section in Giesenhagen’s
book describes the atmosphere around this house on Tanah
" Abang Heuvel and tells about “the refreshing sea breeze that
can be felt on the hill of Tanah Abang”, despite being seven
kilometers from the ocean. Something that might sound like
afar cry to the experience of Jakarta residents today.

0 Tanah Abang Heuvel (Jalan Fachrudin)
Arare postcard of Tanah Abang Heuvel,
published by F.B. Smits. The picture, taken in a southerly
direction, most likely dates from around 1900. This is the
only known postcard taken towards the hill. Most other
picture postcards from the early 1900s have been taken
from the hill towards the north. Here we see a few houses
of the Bik family estate in the distance just right of the
electric tram. This tram line was introduced in 1899. Beyond
the tram is the bend in the road that leads to Pasar Tanah
Abang. On the right side of the road are some pedestrians
and a street seller with vegetables. The house in the
distance, just right of the tram, is Tanah Abang Heuvel 88,
the same house as on pages 63 and 70. The other two-storey
house on number 87 is hidden in the distance behind the
street seller. The house on the far right of this picture, just
right of the row of trees, is Tanah Abang Heuvel 86. This '
house was inhabited by Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik, his wife
Jeannette Rosalie and their six children. | ﬁem/el Gj-énah - ﬁbang. rBalavia.
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@ Pasar Kebon Djati
At the western end of the Kebon Djatiweg, close to the train tracks and
the banjir canal, were a few warehouses and sheds. In front was a small
daily open air market with many fruit and vegetable sellers, which attracted
mostly locals. The consequence of an open air market was that most sellers
used umbrellas to protect their wares and themselves against the fierce

heat of the tropical sun. Under the large white umbrella in the distance is a
merry-go-round to entertain children.

0 Djati Baroeweg 87-87a (Jalan Jatibaru Raya 87-87a)
An elongated building on the eastern side of the Tanah Abang train

station, opposite the gudang (warehouse) of the Staatsspoorwegen (State
Railways). On the left at number 87 a sign which says B.P.P.I. afd. H.L.S.,
which indicates this was an Islamic branch of the Hollands-Inlandsche
School (Dutch-Indigenous School). The H.L.S. was established in 1914
following the implementation of the Ethical Policy of the colonial
government. [t was a seven year primary education in Dutch for children of
native Indonesian descent, generally from aristocratic groups, prominent
figures or civil servants. The acronym B.P.P.I. stands for Balai Pendidikan
dan Pengadjaran Islam (Islamic Education and Teaching Centre). On the
rightat number 87a is charcoal trader Nam San Co.
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Expropriation of the Tanah Abang land

In 1905 the country estate of Tanah Abang was officially
registered asacompany. Landlord Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik took
the opportunity to use and involve his Chinese businessmen
in the day-to-day management of the land possessions. He
had developed relationships with Lim Tiang Hoey (1862-1925),
a wealthy Chinese businessman and landowner who lived
close to him on Tanah Abang Heuvel (see Chapter 5 pages 146-
147). Hoey and De Nijs Bik together owned nearly 90% of all
land and buildings in Pasar Tanah Abang. The land of Tanah
Abang, consolidated in a so-called Naamloze Vennootschap
(Limited Liability Company) consisted of 18 shares of 25,000
guilders. De Nijs Bik had 16 shares, Lim Tiang Hoey and Tjoa
Kim Goan (1856-1925) each one. Goan was a wealthy Chinese
auctioneer, landowner, pawnbroker and jewelry dealer in
Batavia. He lived along the road Kampoeng Lima (later Oude
Tamarindelaan and now Jalan Wahid Hasyim), but also
owned the country seat of Tjilangkap (Cilangkap) on the road
to Buitenzorg.

As De Nijs Bik was the sole owner until 1905, he probably had

Announcement of
the establishment
of the Tanah
Abang company
in the Nieuws

van den Dag voor
Nederlandsch-
Indié of 12 July
1905. The purpose
of the company,
with 18 shares
totalling 450,000
guilders, was to
exploit and rent
out the land and
conduct further
acquisitions.
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sold 1/9th of his property to the two Chinese businessmen,
most likely land and buildings in the pasar area, or included
various of their original property on the Tanah Abang land.
This is not confirmed, nor do we know whether De Nijs Bik
himself in return also had shares in the companies of Hoey
and Goan.

In 1910 the Dutch government in the Netherlands passed
a law (implemented in 1912) to expropriate private lands
on the island of Java, and return them to the so-called
Staatsdomein (Public Ownership). Officially the argument of
the government was to “improve the economic environment of
the indigenous population”. Indeed there were cases known
where landowners did not care too much about the well-being
of the native residents and employees on their lands. However
in general it was a thorn in the side of the government that
there were still sizeable plots of land in private hands, with
examples of landowners who had thwarted plans for new
housing development, especiallyin thelarger cities. It was also
aknown fact that often maintenance of roads and waterworks
on the property of private landowners, for which they had the
responsibility of maintenance, left a lot to be desired.

More than 40 private properties in the vicitiny of Batavia and
Tangerang were nominated to be fully or partly expropriated,
and the Dutch East Indies government initiated the first
negotiations with the landownersin 1912. The government had
set aside 50 million guilders to compensate the landowners,
but as a result of sharply increased land values in the second
decade of the twentieth century, especially in Batavia,
this amount soon proved to be insufficient, and eventually
exceeded 100 million guilders.

The government was determined to quickly start negotiations
with De Nijs Bik as Tanah Abang and Pintoe Ketjil (Pintu
Kecil) were the only two pasars in Batavia still in private
hands. Some Batavia City Council members had already
expressed their frustration at this “anachronistic situation
that in the center of Batavia there are still markets like this,
which are a serious obstacle to the development of the retail
trade”. The government accelerated initiatives to expropriate
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Djati Baroeweg 83-85 (Jalan Jatibaru Raya 83-85) @
A typical Indies scene with a betjak or becak and a street seller with the
typical pikulan passing by. Both men are travelling south and would see the
Tanah Abang train station to their right. The houses along this street back
onto the densely populated kampungs of Djati Baroe and Tanah Rendah.
On the leftis a private residence, on the right a branch of the 1e Unie School
(First Union School), which provided Christian education.

Djati Petamboeran 4 (Jalan Aipda KS Tubun 4 “Museum Tekstil”) 0
One of the best-known historic buildings in today’s Tanah Abang. This
residence at Djati Petamboeran would become Museum Tekstil (Textile
Museum) 35 years after this picture was taken (see Chapter 8 page 248).
Until 1929 it was the residence of one of the richest Arabs of Batavia Said
Abdullah Bin Aloei Alatas (see Chapter 5 pages 148-149). In 1941 it was
owned by Karel Christian Crucq, a Dutch historian who was deployed at
the Oudheidkundige Dienst (Archaeological Service) in Batavia. In this
picture we only see the main building, entrance and driveway, but the
premises extended to the back and sides with various outbuildings. One of
these pavilions was rented out in 1941 to Mr. D. van Mullem, a renowned
antiquarian.
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A casual morning scene on Tanah Abang Heuvel 88 in 1908. Landlord Pieter Albert de Nijs
Bik sitting in front on the stone terrace slab with his grandson Pieter Albert van Garderen
(1906-1973). The little girl to the left is his eldest grandchild, Jeannette Welmoet van Garderen
(1905-1991), the grandmother of the author. Right behind De Nijs Bik the man with hat and
whip is Mr. H. Jelgerhuis Swildens (1869-1936) who rented this two-storey house on the estate
from De Nijs Bik between 1907 and 1913. Jelgerhuis Swildens at the time was a member of the
Raad van Justitie (Council of Justice) in Batavia, a member of the Batavia City Council and
would eventually become President of the Hooggerechtshof (Supreme Court) in 1919. Standing
left behind De Nijs Bik is his wife Jeannette Rosalie de Nijs Bik-Butin Bik (1865-1912). The two
| girls sitting on the stairs are Aletta de Nijs Bik (1888-1976) and her sister Eulalie de Nijs Bik
(1887-1969), both children of De Nijs Bik and his wife. The two unkown people on the left side
of the photo most likely lived in the same house as Jelgerhuis Swildens. Apart from Jelgerhuis
Swildens, who wears a typical white tropical suit, all others except the small children wear a

Y beautiful batik sarung or -in the case of the men- so-called batik ‘slaapbroek’ (sleeping pants)
or ‘huisbroek’ (house pants). Within the European and Indo-European colonial society of the
§ time, batik was mostly worn casually at home. As soon as one left home to go out, or to the
office, more formal attire was worn. This photograph was most likely taken by photo studio
Charls & Van Es.

Tanah Abang Heuvel 86

Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik’s home on Tanah Abang Heuvel with the
characteristic cannons. This photo, by an unknown photographer, was
taken around 1910. This single-storey house, just right of the entrance
to the country estate, was once the guard house of Governor-General
Van Imhoff. This is the same house as the one on the right on the 1867
picture on page 64.
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Most of the houses
in this aerial photo
from May 1945 were
built less than 10 to
15 years before this
picture was taken.
The Westerpark (now
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the markets, although the negotiations with the owner of
Pasar Tanah Abang, Pieter Albert de Nijs Bik, eventually took
more than six years. Since 1908 De Nijs Bik himself was a
member of the City Council, so probably would have used all
his influence to delay the process where possible, to be able
to generate the highest compensation possible. Especially
during the 1910s each year that an agreement was delayed,
the land values increased significantly, often by more than
10% annually.

Since the time the Tanah Abang land had been sold in 1897 for
300,000 guilders, the value had indeed sharply increased. The
commissioner, who was in charge of the negotiations, put an
offer on the table in 1917 of 700,000 guilders. This was rejected
by the De Nijs Bik and the company “N.V. Maatschappij tot
Exploitatie van het Particuliere Land Tanah Abang” (Public
Liability Company to exploit the Private Land Tanah Abang)
proved, based on increased land values, that the offer
should have been 1,025,000 guilders, with the remark that
the company would be willing to settle the deal at 950,000
guilders.

After a final round of negotiations in early 1918 the final offer
made by the government was 800,000 guilders, which was
accepted by De Nijs Bik and his company. For this amount
the budget for the Dutch East Indies government had to be
increased. The deal included all of the original 1897 property,
except the house of De Nijs Bik himself at Tanah Abang
Heuvel 140 (previously 86) and the other ground-floor house
at Tanah Abang Heuvel 146 (previously 89) which had already
been sold in 1906 to De Nijs Bik’s eldest daughter Caroline
and his son-in-law Wim van Garderen, but since then still
officially part of the Tanah Abang company. The property
was transferred on 31 December 1918. Soon after the two
large houses on Tanah Abang Heuvel, formerly the west and
east wings of the eighteenth century governor’s estate, were
sold to two companies in Batavia, namely De Factorij/NHM
(number 142, previously 87) and Maclaine & Watson (number
144, previously 88).
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De Maasbode, a newspaper in the Netherlands, published this
article on 6 May 1918, interestingly describing what was included
in the sale of the private land of Tanah Abang. It encompassed
260 houses and buildings, 5,000 inhabitants (of which 1,700 men,
including 500 of Chinese descent) and 400 indigenous residents
who had to perform (most likely unpaid) duties for the landlord.

COLLECTION: DELPHER

It took until 1921 before all pieces of land on Pasar Tanah
Abang, Kebon Sirih, Djati Baroe and Kampoeng Lima
changed ownership. Most land in Djati Baroe was used by the
government for the development of new housing for middle-
class workers. The balance sheet of the Tanah Abang company
of 1918 (see opposite page) shows the various pieces of land
that were involved in the expropriation.
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The Catholic Santa
Maria church in
2018. The front
doors have been
incorporated into
the windows and
the bay window
modified. However
the former Mea Vota
house is still very
recognizable. At the
back of the house
some new buildings
have been added

to accommodate
church services. The

: = -
‘\ 4
pastor lives at the
- ' front.
-
7 |

Page 302: front view of the Mea Vota holiday home in 1933 with parts of the Gede and Pangrango mountains behind.
The house had the appearance of a Swiss chalet, and most doors and windows had stained glass. The rooftop at the
back is on a pavilion. This photo was taken by an unknown photographer.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel 97-99 (Jalan Fachrudin 11-13) o
An interesting architectural combination of two houses which seem to

have been constructed in a symmetrical way. A double storey front with a
balcony on the first floor. Most likely this was a bedroom. As airconditioning
was still rare and expensive in Batavia at the time, it must have been warm
on this first floor bedroom at the end of the day. The left house (number 97)
was inhabited by Mr. W. Jappe Alberts, who was company secretary of the
Delegatie van het Kina Bureau (Delegation of the Kina Bureau), which was
based in the NHM/Factorij building in Batavia Benedenstad (Kota). The
house on the right (number 99) belonged to Mr. H.M.J. Hart who worked

for the Centraal Kantoor voor de Statistiek (Central Office of the Statistics)
along the Schoolweg (Jalan Dr. Sutomo).

The dormer and
two small towers
on the roof of
Tanah Abang
Heuvel 101 (Jalan
Fachrudin 15) in
B 2015.

Tanah Abang Heuvel 101 (Jalan Fachrudin 15) @
Probably one of the most interesting architectural buildings along the

road Tanah Abang Heuvel, and fortunately this still exists in today’s Jakarta.
Although slightly altered at the front, it is still very much recognizable and
now in use as a branch of Bank Mandiri (see Chapter 8 pages 260-261).
Mohamed Ali, who took this photo from the street side in 1941, could have
done a better job here to atleast find a position from where the dormer

and the two characteristic towers on the roof would have been pictured,
probably from the left close to the fence. Now they are hidden behind the
trees in the photo. The house was known to be the residence of Lim Tiang
Hoey (see Chapter 5 page 146-147), who had built this around 1910. It
remained in Hoey’s family after he passed away. In 1941 it was the premises
of surgeon and gynaecologist Dr. Lim Kiam Djiang and Mr. Tong Gwan
Tjan. Note the beautiful Jugendstil fence in front of the house.
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Appendix 2. The Bik family in the West Java mountains

The living and dining room of
Mea Vota in 1933 (top left) by

i I - an unknown photographer.
r Ff' i ] | Tl T Most of the original doors and
i I ‘ stained glass windows still exist
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today, although some have been
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- — — more light and airy atmosphere.

as for example the inner gallery
at Tanah Abang Heuvel in
Batavia. Mea Vota had a much
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Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis)

Tanah Abang West, looking south, taken around 1890 by an unknown photographer. The bridge to the left leads to Tanah Abang Oost. On the right the
characteristic entrance to the De Riemer country house (Laan de Riemer, Jalan Tanah Abang 3), with the white pillars and lanterns on top and the guard house
and ice-depot next to it (see also page 57). The main road through Tanah Abang is relatively narrow, and only occupied by the occasional delman and street seller.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel 116 (Jalan Fachrudin 4)

A stylish old Indies home along the westside of Tanah Abang Heuvel, one of only a few that still existed along this road in 1941. This house was in use as a @
private school at the time of this picture. The tree at the front provides some shade to two people. One is sitting under the tree, probably an employee of the school.
The man with the bicycle has just stopped for a shortrest and is enjoying a cigarette. The building on the rightis of Van Emde & Co at number 114.

179





OEBPS/images/0_Page_292.jpg
. i “

The first visit of Her Verbeek Wolthuys (standing third from left) to Mea
Vota as fiancee of Welly van Garderen (standing second from right).

The photo dates from October 1925. Left of Her is his future sister-
in-law Benny van Garderen and her friend Elly. At the far right Wim
van Garderen, with his wife Caroline hidden left of Welly. The woman
sitting on the steps is Aletta Dull-de Nijs Bik with her three children
Kik, Carel and Guus Dull. The photographer of the pictures on this page
is unknown.

250 YEARS IN OLD JAKARTA

In the back garden of Mea Vota amongst the cabbages in October 1925. In the distance
are the Gede and Pangrango mountains.

Caroline van Garderen, daughter Benny and two unknown people in 1925, sitting
outside at the front of the Mea Vota holiday home in Sindanglaja.
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Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) @
Almost the same location on Tanah Abang West as the photo on the opposite page, but this time looking into a more southeasterly direction, and taken nine

years later by an unknown photographer. The most striking difference is the appearance of the electric tram that was introduced in April 1899 (see also Chapter 5
page 129). The bridge to Tanah Abang Oost is fully visible in this picture, the entrance to the De Riemer country house on the right partly hidden behind the trees.
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Tanah Abang
Heuvel 134 @

(Jalan Fachrudin 26)
A beautiful three storey
home close to the hill
of Tanah Abang. This
house, builtin a similar
style to the two houses
right of it (see opposite
page), was probably
built around 1920 and
has many unique and
lovely characteristics.
In 1941 this house was
in the possession of
Mr. Liem Khian Soen,
local agent of the N.V.
Handelsmaatschappij
(Trading Company)
Kian Gwan, which was
based on Asemka in
Kota, and had already
been in Batavia since
the 1880s. This house
still existed on Jalan
Fachrudin in 1989 but
was sadly demolished
around 1995.

180





OEBPS/images/0_Page_293.jpg
Appendix 2. The Bik family in the West Java mountains

The residence of the Dutch East Indies Governors-General in Tjipanas, now known as Istana Cipanas and one of the palaces of the Indonesian President. This
photo was taken shortly after its completion in August 1890 by an unknown photographer. This new timber mansion in the shape of a chalet and constructed on a
brick foundation, replaced the former 1740s residence which was fully built out of bricks but often damaged after earthquakes.
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Gerrit Willem
Casimir van
Motman
(1773-1821), by
anunknown
artist.

Notary J.D.

de Riemer
(1839-1906) in
a 1905 picture
by F. Lukera in
Amsterdam.

De Riemer country house

Like the country house of the Bik family on Tanah Abang
Heuvel, the house along Laan de Riemer (Jalan Tanah
Abang 3) was another remarkable site in the Tanah
Abang district during the nineteenth century. This
country house was built around 1815 by Gerrit Willem
Casimir van Motman (1773-1821), an influential VOC
merchant, and remained in the Van Motman family
until 1884 when the house was sold to the well-known
Batavia notary J.D. de Riemer (1839-1906).

It was during this era that the street became known as
Laan de Riemer. Already in 1901 the family negotiated
with the government to sell the house to the Department
of Finance, which occupied the spacious White
House on Waterlooplein (Lapangan Banteng), but was
looking for even more office space. It was not until 1908
though, two years after notary J.D. de Riemer passed
away, that the house was sold to the government, and
became the central office of the Departement Voor
Gouvernementsbedrijven (Department of Government
Companies). The various outbuildings were in use
by the Department of Education, the Pandhuisdienst
(Pawnshop Office) and that of the Opiumregie (Opium
Department).

Between 1900 and 1908 Laan de Riemer was slowly
built up with more residential houses, and in 1909
the construction commenced of Laan Canne (Jalan
Kesehatan) which crossed in front of the old country
house. Laan Canne was an extension of Petodjo Oedik
(Petojo Udik) and became the north-south connection
between Petodjo (Petojo), Laan de Riemer and Laan de
Bruin Kops (Jalan Tanah Abang 4). The Department of
Government Companies eventually moved to Bandoeng
(Bandung) in 1921, and the former country house
became the Hoofdbureau Telefoondienst (Head Office
of the Telephone Services). The mansion was eventually
demolished in 1930. Afterwards the site was developed
into the Westerpark (Jalan Taman Tanah Abang 3) with
lovely modernist villas (see Chapter 5 page 150).
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0 Tanah Abang Heuvel 130 (Jalan Fachrudin 22)
The three houses at Tanah Abang Heuvel 130, 132 and 134 have been
designed in a fascinating symmetrical way, with numbers 130 and 134 (see
opposite page) symmetrical of each other, and number 132 in between as
asymmetrical centre. House 132 is only partly visible on the far left of this
photo, but fully pictured in the late 1940s when it was the headquarters of
the Netherlands Indies Welfare Artists, or NIWA (see Chapter 8 page 235).
When this picture was taken in 1941 it was still the Chinese Consulate
General, and the residence of consul-general Mr. Tschou Kwong R. Kah.
The house on the right (number 130) was the Consulate General of Poland.
The consul-general, Mr. Z.B. Przybylkiewiez, was previously based at
Soendaweg 17 (Jalan Sunda 17) in Menteng, and had just moved into

these impressive premises in Tanah Abang. Despite his home country
being occupied by Germany in 1939, there was still a dedicated Polish
representation abroad.

@ Gang Tanah Rendah
Tanah Rendah means 'low land' and this indeed is situated below

Tanah Abang Heuvel. If the people in this picture were to look to the side
behind the large tree on the left, they would definitely notice the incline
of the hill and would see the house on Tanah Abang Heuvel 140 (see page
184). Kampung Tanah Rendah already appears on an 1874-1878 map (see
Chapter 3 page 62) and was one of the largest areas in Tanah Abang where
the native population lived. Due to its low position and its proximity to the
Krukut River, the kampung with its small housing often inundated during
the rainy season. The board underneath the street sign welcomes visitors
to the kampung. The small road in this picture no longer exists and has
been replaced by the wide Jalan Mas Mansyur for which large parts of the
neighborhood had to be demolished in the 1990s.
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Front view of the former Tjipanas residence

% of the Governor-General in the 1880s. It was
originally built by Governor-General Van Imhoff
during the 1740s. This photo and the other two
pictures on this page were taken by an unknown
photographer.

On top of the Ontbijtberg (Gunung Kasur) in December 1930. Left sitting is The residence of the Governor-General in Tjipanas around 1910. The flag on

the grandfather of the author Her Verbeek Wolthuys, in the tandoe (sedan top indicates Governor-General A.W.F. Idenburg (1861-1935) is in residence.
chair) his brother-in-law Piet van Garderen (1906-1973). At the front is Her’s The unsealed road leads to the Mea Vota house, situated approximately 150

son Rob. The two boys at the right are unknown but possibly friends of the meters further to the right. Beyond the bend the road continues to Patjet (Pacet),
Van Garderens. Tjiandjoer (Cianjur) and Bandoeng (Bandung).
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Notary J.D. de Riemer (1839-1906)
and his family at the front of their
majestic house in an 1898 picture
from an unknown photographer.
On his right is his wife Charlotta
Maria te Mechelen (1844-1909). The
couple had 12 children (six sons
and six daughters). Their eldest son
Jan had already passed away at the
age of 17 following a tragic hunting
accident near Batavia. The other

11 children are all in this photo,
including some of their indigenous
staff.

One of the
characteristic
entrance pillars
with a street
sign of Laan de
Riemer in 1906.
Behind itan
‘jjsdepot’ (ice
depot), also a
classic letterbox
and to the left
justvisible is a
partof a guard
house.

Notary De
Riemer, his
wife and some
of his children,
in a picture by
an unknown

Ji photographer,
taken a few
months before
his sudden

- death in 1906.
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Pasar Tanah Abang o
The bustling center of

Tanah Abang, and also the
oldest. This is where Chinese
captain Phoa Bingam set up
his sugar mills around 1650,
where Abraham van Riebeeck
built the first brick mansion

| in 1706, where Justinus Vinck

opened the food and textile
market in 1735, and where Van
Imhoff had built his majestic
country estate between 1743
and 1745. The remnants of Van

| Imhoff’s estate can be seen

in the northern half of this
perpendicular aerial photo,
with the four houses that
comprised the site. The two
larger ones with double roofs
were the respective west and
east wings of Van Imhoff’s

# | cighteenth century mansion,

the two smaller ones in front
of it to the north the two

" former guard houses. All are

still surrounded by spacious
gardens and many pavilions
in the 1940s. Just under the
middle of this picture is the
white pasar building with its
three elongated sheds, which
was constructed in 1927. North
of the Oude Tamarindelaan

is Kampung Bali, west of the
pasar and estate the kampungs
of Tanah Rendah and Djati
Baroe with the Krukut River
winding its way through the
kampungs.
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An early morning view from the Ontbijtberg (Gunung Kasur) at an altitude of 1,100 meters, looking towards the west in 1933. The high peak in the distance is

the Pangrango volcano (3,019 meters). Mount Gede is on the left outside this picture. In the middle of the picture is the Tjipanas palace with the Mea Vota house
around 150 meters to the left of it. The walk to the Ontbijtberg led through Kampung Gadog which was still surrounded by rice fields and farmlands in the early
1930s. The road to the right of the palace would lead to the town of Sindanglaja and then further northwest to the Poentjak Pass and Buitenzorg.
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Tanah Abang West (Jalan Abdul Muis) @
A gardoe or guard house on Tanah Abang West in 1875. These were used by police and city guards, and people could go there to declare a crime, or to simply

ask for assistance. Obviously they were also used to gather, or shelter against the rain or sun, hence also popular with street sellers. The unknown photographer
stood at the intersection with Koningsplein Noord (Jalan Medan Merdeka Utara). On the guard house is an advertisement for an event at the Batavia Zoo.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel 142 (Pasar Tanah Abang Bukit Blok E) 0
This house was the former west wing of Van Imhoff’s country estate. It was purchased in 1918 by De Factorij/NHM, from the De Nijs Bik family who had owned
itsince 1863. De Factorij used it as a private residence for their respective Presidents. This was still the case in 1941 when Han Giel (1892-1981) was President. After
World War II this house was sold and used as the NTWA Hotel (see Chapter 8 pages 234-236) before it became the AURI (Air Force) headquarters in 1954.
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The same view from the Ontbijtberg (Gunung Kasur) in 2018, also very early in the morning. The locations of the Cipanas palace and the former Mea Vota house,
now the Catholic church Santa Maria, are marked. Eighty five years later it is especially striking how the area has been built up. The rice fields and farmlands have
been replaced by concrete and Kampung Gadog is now a sizeable town, and integrated into Cipanas. The lands around the palace have remained untouched and
are still lush and green. Mount Pangrango in the distance is still a helpful point of orientation.
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Raja of Lombok exiled to Tanah Abang

For some time in 1894 and 1895 Tanah Abang was the location
where the former raja (ruler) of the island of Lombok, Ratu
Agung Agung Gde Ngurah Karangasem, was held in exile.

It started with a conflict on Lombok that erupted in 1891 when
the Muslim Sasak of Eastern Lombok rose in rebellion against
the Hindu Balinese ruler of Lombok, Anak Agung Gde Ngurah
Karangasem, a son of the forementioned raja. He in fact held
total power in Lombok. A three-year war was the result. After
the Sasak reached out to the Dutch government for support
and protection in 1894, the Dutch saw these events as an
opportunity to extend their control in the East Indies. This led
to a very bloody conflict. After the Dutch military expedition
was earlier ambushed and General P.P.H. van Ham killed,
the Dutch army returned with more reinforcements and
the city of Mataram was attacked and entirely destroyed. By
the end of 1894 thousands of Balinese on Lombok had been
killed, and many committed suicide in a so-called puputan, a
Balinese term for amassritual suicide, in preference to facing
the humiliation of surrender.

To the surprise of the population of Lombok, the former
raja chose not to commit suicide and surrendered to the
Dutch, with some other family members. He was captured
and transferred to Batavia where he was imprisoned on 23
November 1894 in the house of the Schout (Bailiff) in Tanah
Abang, a house on Tanah Abang West. The former raja passed
away within half ayear on 20 May 1995. According to the local
newspapers he was “more than 80 years old’".

@ The former raja of Lombok in exile in Tanah Abang, |

with two of his sons (standing at the back) and two
grandsons (sitting in front). This photo, by an unknown
photographer, is from early 1895, a few months before

he passed away. It originates from the collection of 7

former Governor-General Van der Wijck (1840-1914).
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184

Tanah Abang Heuvel 140 (Pasar Tanah Abang Bukit Blok E) 0
By 1941 Tanah Abang had become a densely populated district,

especially in the vicinity of Pasar Tanah Abang. It was therefore exceptional
that the remnants of the original eighteenth century country estate of Van
Imbhoff still existed in the 1940s. This included an area of 30 hectares, with
all four houses on Tanah Abang Heuvel, numbers 140, 142, 144 and 146, and
all pavilions and large gardens. On the aerial photo on page 182 this 'green
lung' can be easily seen. Van der Hoop and Ali only took photos of two of
these houses. Although Mohamed Ali took nearly all Tanah Abang photos in
1941, itwas Van der Hoop who was in charge of taking pictures of these two
houses. This single level house at number 140 was the original guard house
of Van Imhoff’s estate, however better known as the residence of Pieter
Albert de Nijs Bik (see Chapter 3 page 73) until his death in 1920. Afterwards
itbecame the Swedish consulate until around 1936. In 1941 the resident was
Mr. W.FE.C. Meade, who was in charge of the rubber department of trading
company Wellenstein, Krause & Co.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel 8 (Jalan Fachrudin/Jalan Mas Mansyur) @
This lovely Chinese shophouse is also visible on the photo on the

opposite page, just beyond the first tram pole on the right side. This strip

of shops on the western side of the Tanah Abang Heuvel road towards

Pasar Tanah Abang dates back to atleast the second half of the nineteenth
century. As the roads on the eastern and southern side of Pasar Tanah
Abang all carry the name Tanah Abang Heuvel, the house numbers can

be somewhat confusing as they partly double up with those on the road
between Kebon Sirih and the hill. While on that road, numbering continued
from Tanah Abang West, from the hill to the pasar numbering started again
from 1 (eastern side) and 2 (western side). Since the late 1920s the nickel and
chrome plating business Gloria was housed at number 8. Itis quite possible
that we see the owner standing in front of the shop which has some lovely
windows with Chinese characters behind the front gallery.
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Above and left: Benny van
Garderen and her two friends
Frieda and Gretel Schéppel,

| dressed in Japanese kimonos

visiting the holiday home of
Frans and Roos Mersen Senn

| van Basel in the close vicinity
- of Mea Vota in Sindanglaja.

Roos Mersen Senn van Basel
is the older lady in the photo
left. She was 71 in this photo,
which was a respectable

age at the time. She and her
husband Frans both passed

. away in 1933, only four days

apart. Itis not known who
took these photos.
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b Lake Telaga Warna near Poentjak

in 1995 (above) and in 1926 (left).
On the older photo, taken by an
anonymous photographer, from
left to right: Aletta Dull-de Nijs
Bik, Benny van Garderen and
Gretel Schoppel. The two boys are
Carel and Guus Dull, two of the
four children of Aletta. Since the
early 2000s many trees around

. the lake have been removed, a

few cafes have popped up next to
the lake, and recently a number
of bungalows were built on one
side of the lake. The lake now
also contains a lot of rubbish and
therefore sadly not much is left
of the mirror-like reflection and

| spooky atmosphere which was still

present in 1995 when the author
visited Telaga Warna and took this
photo.
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The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik

and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

owned the country house and land in Tanah Abang,

he preferred to live on his two other estates in Tjiloear
and Tjileboet just north of Buitenzorg on the slopes of Mount
Salak. What he probably did not realize at the time was that
Tanah Abang in later years would become one of the most
prominent possessions of the Bik family. When Bik acquired
it in 1863, Tanah Abang was the southwesternmost part of
Batavia, but in the first half of the twentieth century it would
be much more in the center of the city and as a result sharply
increased in value. In 1905 the land, which also still included
the majority of the area of Pasar Tanah Abang, became an
official company with shareholders and existed in this set-up
until 1939. The Batavia City Council made various attempts
to expropriate the land as part of a wider program to reduce
the amount of private land in and around the city, eventually
succeeding in 1918.

Q Ilthough Jannus Theodorus ‘Dorus’ Bik (1796-1875)

Openbare Verhuring.
Op Donderdag 15 December 1564,
des voormiddags ten fien ure,
zullen ten kantore van den Ondergotockende, sn de
Giroote Rivier «« Batavin,

bij openbare mededinging, voor den tijd van drie jares,
worden verhuurd :

Het LAND en do Bazar Manah-Abang

bij Balavia, Verpondingsnumero 4928, toebehoorende ann

den Meer J. Tu. BIK. D¢ voorwasrden liggon, van stonde
aan, ten kantore voormeld ter inzage.

(5905) D. BODDE, Nolaris.

Announcement of the public rental auction of Jannus Theodorus
the Tanah Abang estate and the marketin the (Dorus) Bik, early
Java Bode of 14 December 1864. Dorus Bik 1870s.

had bought the estate a year earlier.

61
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The original country house (left on an 1826 map) with two wings
and two guard houses, split into four houses (right on an 1874
map). The large main building had been demolished.

Before Bik purchased the country estate, the original house
of Van Imhoff, dating back to the 1740s, had already been split
into four houses. The middle section was demolished and
the former west and east wings became two new two-storey
houses. This most likely occured during the 1830s.

We assume that Dorus rented out the four houses on Tanah
Abang Heuvel during all of the 12 years between purchase
and his death. He must have also received considerable rental
income from land and buildings at the market and along
streets in the vicinity of the estate. A newspaper advertisement
in 1864 (see this page) announced a public auction to rent out
the Tanah Abang estate including Pasar Tanah Abang. Itis not
known whether the tenant was allowed to sublet the dozens of
properties on this sizeable piece of land.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel (Jalan Fachrudin/Jalan Mas Mansyur) @
The road between Tanah Abang Heuvel and Pasar Tanah Abang is predominantly Chinese owned as we can see by the lovely architecture of the strip of shops

on the right. This is roughly the same view in a southerly direction as the 1899 photo in Chapter 3 page 69. Left of the street lantern a small road leads to Kampung
Bali. In the far distance a banner that advertises the Egyptian movie The Secret In Cairo which premiered in Batavia in March 1941.
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Some De Nijs Bik
and Van Garderen
family members
enjoying a
relaxed time at
the Tjisaroea
Lake with a small
~ ~ canoein 1926.

In the distance
the bathhouse

~ of nearby Hotel
Sindanglaja.
Photo taken by
Her Verbeek
Wolthuys.

Wim van Garderen, his two daughters Welly and
Benny, and friend Greet de Lange in 1926 with some
of them about to take a jump into the cool waters of
the lake. Photo taken by Her Verbeek Wolthuys.

The former Tjisaroea Lake in the days after the dam
collapsed in March 1931. Spectators stand in awe near
the disappeared road and dam. At the right back of
this photo is the complex of Hotel Sindanglaja. Until its
collapse the artificial lake was enjoyed for recreation
since it was constructed as part of the Great Post
Road under Governor-General Daendels in the early
nineteenth century. It is not known who took this
photo.
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A map of Batavia from between 1874 and 1878 with the boxed section
detailing the southern part of the Tanah Abang district. The numbers
correspond with the locations of the respective photos on pages 63-73.
COLLECTION: NL-HANA, KOLONIEN/KAARTEN EN TEKENINGEN

I.MIKO, INV.NR. 1122.1-5 | GRAPHICS: SVEN VERBEEK WOLTHUYS
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Pasar Tanah Abang @
The front side of the Tanah Abang market complex which reached completion in 1927 (see Chapter 5 pages 137-139). The pasar consisted of three elongated
concrete sheds, and we are looking here at the middle and rightmost of the three. This building housed a post and telegraph office branch from 1938. The photo
must have been taken early in the morning as the post office is still closed; it opens at 8am. Delmans are waiting outside for customers.
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A Koliff & Co postcard, postmarked 1909, showing the Botanical Gardens of

Tjibodas. The gardens were established in 1852 as a higher altitude branch of the A circa 1925 photo from the crater of Mount Gede (2,958m) with the cone of
gardens in Bogor. Mount Pangrango (3,019m) in the distance. The photographer is unknown.

Hotel Sindanglaja on the site where Dr. Ploem

| established the Gezondheidsestablissement (Wellness

| Center) in 1865. Until the Poentjak Pass Hotel opened

in 1928, this was the most popular hotel in the

Sindanglaja/Tjipanas area. It had views over nearby

Meer van Tjisaroea (Tjisaroea Lake). In today's Cipanas

the Novus Giri Resort stands on the site of former Hotel
Sindanglaja. The photo is from a 1908 postcard.
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Tanah Abang Heuvel 88 Q
The forme t wing of the eighteenth century governor’s estate, now separate house. This is the first known photograph of the Tanah Abang Heuvel estate
taken by Woodbury & Page around 1863. This house had the house number 88 in the nineteenth century but as from 1920 it had the number 144. One of the people
sitting around the table is most likely Thomas Pryce who rented the house around this time. He was the brother of David Pryce (see Chapter 2 page 50).
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@ Klenteng Tanah Abang Heuvel
Klentengis the Indonesian word for Chinese temple. There were many
of these small temples in Batavia in 1941, like this one at the end of the road
north of Pasar Tanah Abang. The most notable features of the klenteng are
its traditional curving roof, the Tou-Kung roof frame and its gate with moon
shapes on the left and right. This small temple no longer exists and has been
replaced by a larger buddhist temple called the Hok Tek Tjeng Sin Temple,
which now stands in the shade of the large new Pasar Tanah Abang Blok A
and Blok B complex.

0 Tanah Abang Pasar 57-61 (Jalan Fachrudin/Jalan Mas Mansyur)
Two Chinese shops opposite the large Pasar Tanah Abang complex. Just
to the right of the turnoff into Oude Tamarindelaan is Toko Khin Foeng,

sometimes advertising as Khing Foeng. This store, which occupied numbers

57 and 59, sold do-it-yourself items and chemicals, like paint of the Pieter
Schoen & Zn brand, distributed by Lindeteves. Khin(g) Foeng was a brand
too; the store was owned by a certain Mr. Wong Kin Khin. Just to the left of
the store is a tram track, where line 4 turns into Oude Tamarindelaan. To
the right of Khin(g) Foeng at number 61 is Toko Thio Lie Ho, where hungry
market visitors could buy food and drinks. A lady is looking out from under
the awning, probably waiting for customers.
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3. The Tanah Abang land during the time of the Bik and De Nijs Bik family 1863-1930

Tanah Abang Heuvel (Jalan Fachrudin) @
View towards the entrance of the Tanah Abang Heuvel estate and the two westernmost houses in 1867. The photographer, Jacobus Anthonie Meessen

(1836-1885), stood just beyond the turnoff to Kebon Sirih (Jalan Kebon Sirih) and Djati Baroe (Jalan Jatibaru) on the road that is now known as Jalan Fachrudin,

and was facing south. The bend in the road leads to the pasar. The gas street lanterns on the left were installed in 1862.
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