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About the authors

	“The early days”

	Les Mitchell, G3BHK, was a Scoutmaster at the time of the Jubilee Jamboree in Sutton Coldfield in 1957. It was at this event that he initiated the idea of an annual get-together for Scout radio amateurs. He organized the first meeting on the air in 1958. The event soon grew into global proportions and Les turned the organization over to the Boy Scouts World Bureau, at the time based in London. He remained the national JOTA Organizer for the UK Scout Association until 1988. Les Mitchell received the Bronze Wolf Award in 1978. Since 6 October 2014 he is a silent key.

	 

	“The first thirty years” 

	Len F. Jarrett, VE3MYF, was the Director of Administration of the World Scout Bureau for nearly 30 years, serving in England, Canada and Switzerland as the Bureau changed location. He resigned as a full-time employee in 1981 and was subsequently employed, on a part-time basis, as a consultant, working from his home in Canada and making periodic trips back to Geneva for another three years. After that, he worked on JOTA in a volunteer capacity. Len Jarrett received the Bronze Wolf Award in 1973.

	He has been involved in the Jamboree-On-The-Air from its inception and has acted as World JOTA Organizer from the 2nd JOTA in 1959 until the 31st JOTA in 1988. Len’s key is silent since 15 December 2017.

	

	 

	“Another thirty-one years“ 

	Richard Middelkoop, PA3BAR, has been involved with the JOTA since 1976. First on a group- and regional level, from 1982 onwards in the national JOTA organization team in The Netherlands. In 1988 he was appointed as a volunteer consultant to the World Scout Bureau in Geneva. In his capacity as World JOTA Organizer, he wrote the annual World JOTA Report and was involved in the amateur-radio and communication activities at World Scout Jamborees. Richard Middelkoop received the Bronze Wolf Award in 1996. In 2013 he was appointed World JOTA-JOTI Organizer of the combined event and was the team leader of the first new World JOTA-JOTI Team up to February 2019.
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Jamboree On The Air

	When Scouts want to meet young people from another country they usually think of attending a World Scout Jamboree or another international gathering. But few people realise that each year in the third full weekend of October over one-and-a-half-million Scouts "get together" for the annual Jamboree-On-The-Air (JOTA). Using the modern communication technology that amateur radio stations offer, Scouts have the exciting opportunity to make friends in other countries without even leaving home. They exchange greetings with other Scouts, learn about each other’s country and culture, swap programme ideas and discuss actual themes in society. JOTA is the largest annual youth gathering on earth, where the voices of young people of all nations are heard.

	Since 1958 when the first Jamboree-On-The-Air was held, millions of Scouts, and in many countries also Guides, have "met" each other through this event. Not only is it fun to talk to Scouts from other parts of the world but it provides the youngsters with a chance to find out about other countries and about Scouting elsewhere. Many contacts made during the JOTA have resulted in pen pals and links between Scout troops that have lasted for many years.

	With no restrictions on age or the numbers which can participate, and at little or no expense, the Jamboree-On-The-Air provides an opportunity for Scouts to contact each other by amateur radio. The radio stations are operated by licensed radio amateurs, people who studied radio techniques and passed an examination with their country's telecommunication authorities. Many Scouts and Scout leaders hold licenses themselves and operate their own stations. But the majority participates in the JOTA through stations operated by local radio amateurs. Almost all countries allow the Scouts to speak over the radio directly, even though they are not licensed themselves.

	The Jamboree-On-The-Air offers Scouts the opportunity to communicate with others on a world-wide scale. Can you imagine a better way to get the feeling of belonging to a really big movement and to contribute to mutual understanding and respect?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Author’s note: 

	Whilst every effort has been made, with the help of modern technology, to present the best quality in graphics of the historic materials, I have to accept that some photos and participation cards are clearly effected by time. In view of their historic relevance, I have chosen to present them anyway, so the history may be complete. Likewise, I have made every effort to ensure that external web links in this e-book are fully functional at the time of publication; not all audio-visual material could fit into the size of an e-book. I have to accept, however, that external background material may change places on the internet beyond my control and may become unavailable over time.

	
INTRODUCTION by Les Mitchell

	[image: tower]The Early Days - 1908-1958

	Even today one still meets those who consider the introduction of radio and electronic activities into our Movement as somehow alien and not in keeping with the original theme of Scouting. It will no doubt surprise them to learn that B.P. was most enthusiastic and encouraged Scouts to take up radio right from the beginning.

	The 1913 edition of the British magazine "Wireless World" contained details of a scheme where the Marconi Company offered to give free instruction in wireless telegraphy to members of youth movements. B.P.'s comments concerning this were recorded as follows - "Wireless has become a favourite hobby with boys of the right kind, and it is a valuable hobby for them, because it has a big future before it... I hope that Boy Scouts, at any rate, will make full use of this opportunity thus given them, and will by their good work and progress in efficiency repay such kind interest".

	[image: WW1a]
Wireless World 1913.

	Even before the above information appeared we find that the 1st Arundel Troop in Sussex had their own amateur station "on the air" in 1911. The transmitter was of the spark variety and the whole station was carefully constructed from what one would consider today to be absolute junk. They installed a 300 foot long aerial using the local brewery chimney as a mast and had the call sign "XBS". Using 200 meters they had a receiving range of 800 miles and a sending range of 5 miles.

	At one of their summer camps they charged members of the public three pence each to listen to the signals from the very few commercial stations in operation - all using the Morse code.

	In 1913 the "Wireless World" also published further information concerning Scout radio activities. Scouts of the 1st Kingston Troop, Surrey, had constructed a receiver which "works exceedingly well and messages have been received over long distances".

	The next two photographs are taken from an English radio magazine of 1913 showing possibly the first mobile station ever.  If you had about 10 Scouts and a trek cart, you could move the station. 

	[image: trek cart radio][image: trek cart radio]

	The first mobile Scout station, Wireless World 1913.

	In this same year an article appeared detailing the activities of the Stockwell Scouts: "We have a wireless telegraphy apparatus in our troop of Boy Scouts and there is no doubt concerning its popularity. This is not a toy set but a real complete double station with a range of 10 miles (for we have tested it at that), and probably even further under favourable conditions, and double the distance at night”.

	Every Scout has to know 'Morse' well enough before he is admitted into the 'wireless patrol', and no one can get through with just a knowledge of the alphabet, for he has to transmit and receive, and that soon shows up weak points in his harness. I am so old now I can remember listening to 2LO on my parents crystal set back in the late 1920’s.

	
[image: tower]There is nothing like a wireless set

	But for real good sport in Scouting there is nothing like a 'wireless' set. We always take ours with us. It takes less than 10 minutes to erect. The mast is of aluminium poles which fit together, and the aerial spreads out like an umbrella.
"Two stations are packed up in the trek cart ready for transport. We get along all right on the road, but some railway companies try to charge us the same rate as for a Maxim gun or a motor car for our trek cart. We are going to take it to pieces next time and sew it up in canvas! Each station can be easily carried by four to six Scouts, but we prefer to let the trek cart patrol take it for us, for it gives them exercise. The wireless patrol work it by themselves, and someday they are going to report a final cup tie or 'Varsity' boat race direct to some newspaper office to show what they can do."

	This was probably one of the first semi-mobile portable amateur radio stations in the world and, of course, all of the above incidents took place prior to the establishment of broadcasting.

	At this point in our story World War I took place, bringing a halt to amateur radio operations in many countries. Between this and World War II there appears to have been little radio activity within the Movement despite B.P.'s continued enthusiasm, for in 1922 he wrote - "What is going to be the most popular stunt among boys? Watch radio work and its development."

	There is no doubt that it was a combination of circumstances which led to this apparent lack of Scout interest. During WWI spark transmission had given way to the use of valves (tubes to North Americans) and more sophisticated circuitry. With the advent of broadcasting in the early 1920’s the amateurs had been allocated higher frequencies. Radio had reached the stage where components were expensive especially for high frequencies, and with the advancement of technology it was becoming more and more difficult to build transmitters and receivers in comparison with the days of spark.

	
[image: tower]Authorities introduce restrictions

	With improved equipment, signals were reaching further and further, and it became necessary for the authorities to introduce numerous restrictions on all those involved in radio transmission. In addition the radio telegraph companies did not want listeners intercepting their messages, and many authorities made it illegal to divulge information received outside the broadcast and amateur bands.

	The construction and use of transmitters by Boy Scouts themselves had become virtually impossible and really the only avenue open to them was to construct receivers. Many did just this, but, apart from listening to broadcast and amateur transmissions, they could be used for no other purpose. The signalling aspect of the spark days had gone and Scouts could no longer practise their Morse actually "on the air". The fun had gone to be replaced by a more passive listening activity.

	o we come to my small part in the story. As a pre-World War II Sea Scout I joined the Royal Navy in 1942 and was trained in radio. During my naval service I spent a year in the U.S.A. and another in Australia, becoming a Scout Leader in both countries. So, whilst sampling the international aspects of Scouting, I received training in radio which was to lead to my becoming a radio amateur after the War. When I did become a peace-time radio amateur, what struck me was the similarity between both these organizations in the friendly way they transcend class, creed, colour, religion and political boundaries.

	Within a few years I was training Scouts in amateur radio and started to hold radio camps for the enthusiasts within my local district. In those days the license conditions were far more liberal and any person could operate a station under qualified supervision - we were almost back to the type of situation enjoyed by those early Scout operators. Every Scout could have a turn at operating and have an exciting and interesting experience.
Unfortunately, this privilege was withdrawn about 1956, and from then only the license holder could operate and speak over his equipment. (N.B. In the U.K. recent alterations to license conditions do allow non-licensed persons to speak over amateur transmitters from exhibition stations having call signs in the GB series. At present they may speak only to a limited number of countries, but it is hoped that this relaxation will gradually be extended.)

	In 1957, a World Scout Jamboree was held at Sutton Park in central England, with 35,000 Scouts from 62 countries attending. Local radio amateurs installed and operated a large station under the call sign GB3SP.
Scouts and leaders were allowed to visit, as long as they stayed behind the little fence with the flower pots and kept the noise down.

	More than 60 operators manned this station for the 12 days it was operational making contact with 1,712 stations in 71 countries. Despite the fact that unlicensed persons were not allowed to speak, the authorities did allow short hourly news broadcasts of which 120 were made.

	[image: gb3sp]

	The Short Wave magazine, September 1957.

	Listen to a recoding of GB3SP radio transmission from the Jamboree:

	https://youtu.be/nIXYC0HHAlc 

	While these were excellent results, it is interesting to compare them with GB3BSI which was in operation a decade later in 1967. This station was located on the site of the first ever Scout Camp of 1907 on Brownsea Island, Poole, Dorset and was completely organized and operated by nine Scouts, six of whom were licensed amateurs. This station made 935 contacts in 64 countries in 8 days of operation. It should be pointed out that, in between these two events, SSB (single sideband) equipment became generally used on amateur frequencies in place of the less efficient AM (amplitude modulation) equipment. While GB3SP was the second amateur station to operate from a World Scout Jamboree, it should be noted that the Wireless Institute of Australia operated a station for 24 hours a day at the Pan-Pacific Jamboree held at Wonga Park, Victoria, Australia in December, 1955 – 1 January, 1956.

	[image: Image]

	The Sutton Park Jamboree map; Radio station GB3SP is in F7 as “amateur wireless”; the coffee meetings were just outside Boldmere Gate at number 3.

	
[image: tower]An effort to bring together overseas Scouts

	I was very surprised by the number of overseas Scout radio amateurs attending the Jamboree and decided that some effort should be made to bring them all together. A notice in the Jamboree Newspaper “Jubilee Journal” of 8 August 1957 resulted in daily coffee meetings during which we got to know each other and have a good rag chew. The meetings were actually held in a snack bar outside the gate, as meeting in the GB3GP radio station would produce too much “background noise” for the operators.
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	Jubilee Journal, 8 August 1957.

	Towards the end of the Jamboree we were all a little sad at our impending departure, and someone casually remarked that we might try to contact each other on the air. This then developed into the idea of trying to make contact on one specific day in order to concentrate our efforts, and I was asked to make the necessary arrangements.’

	When I subsequently gave this idea more detailed consideration there seemed to be a number of pitfalls. There were a few of us, and we were spread around the world. Even if everyone involved did come on on the chosen day, poor conditions could easily result in few, if any, contacts. I felt that if the first attempt ended in failure interest would quickly die, and no one would be interested in another attempt a year later. 

	Then the idea hit me - why not run the event for a whole weekend and ask all radio amateurs throughout the world with an interest in the Scout Movement to put their stations on the air and, at the same time, invite their local Scouts to join them. Some countries still did allow non-licensed speech and, in these cases, visiting Scouts would be able to really take part themselves - thus adding much to the general interest. Even if the original "coffee meeting" Scout amateurs did fail to contact each other, it would not matter for there would be plenty of other Scout stations to talk to. I put this idea to a number of members of the original meetings, and they agreed that I should go ahead on this revised basis. So JOTA was born. (This was my own choice of title for I felt it described exactly what the event was - a Jamboree-on-the-Air.)

	[image: Image]

	The guest book of the first ever Radio-Scouting meeting, 10 August 1957, 9th World Jamboree, Sutton Coldfield, United Kingdom.

	Before launching the idea on an international basis, I felt that it would be wise to ensure that Scouts who had not been subjected to amateur radio previously would be interested in such an event. So, during October 1957, 1 organized a weekend station with my local Scout group in Reading, Berkshire. The Scouts assisted me in the installation of a station in a tent and the erection of a simple, single wire aerial. Using only a 40 watt transmitter (AM) we made contacts all over the world, and it was obvious that the interest was such that a worldwide Radio Jamboree could be envisaged. After receiving the blessing of our radio licensing authority and our National Scout H.Q., I drew up rules for the event keeping them as simple as possible. In fact, they were so simple that they have remained unchanged ever since.

	he first JOTA took place 10 and 11 May 1958 and was successful despite the absence of extensive overseas support due mainly to lack of advance publicity. However, so many requests for information were received during the weekend "over the air" that it was obvious the event was its own best advertisement.

	As a part-timer it did not take me long to realize that I would not be able to cope with the correspondence likely to arise in the future on a worldwide basis, and that I would have to find some permanent Scout body to take over the world organization of the event. Our U.K. International Department suggested that as it was a world event, the World Scout Bureau, then in Ottawa, Canada, might be interested. Luckily they were, for as Len was to comment later - we had a tiger by the tail! It is now past history that the event has gradually expanded to become the largest international event on the Scout calendar, and much credit must go to the staff of the World Scout Bureau (and especially Len) for their continued and excellent support over so many years.

	[image: Image]

	While I certainly did originate JOTA, I feel I have been showered with too much credit, for I just gave the boulder a push and it gathered its own momentum as it rolled down the hillside! We must not forget, too, the thousands of individual radio amateurs who have each contributed time and effort to make JOTA enjoyable for so many years.

	Now, I have brought the story up to the point where JOTA becomes a World Scout Bureau responsibility, and you must look at the rest of the history through Len Jarrett's eyes. Some call me "Father" of this event, but since the first JOTA, I have only looked after the "U.K. Kids". Len looked after the world's "JOTA children". So, it is over to you "Global Dad"... Over!

	[image: READING][image: CHRONICL]

	Newspaper clippings from the Reading Chronicle,telling the story of the first JOTA in Reading, UK; from the personal archives of Les Mitchell.
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